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Italian overpowered after hi|acidng 

MKffi (10 — Police oveipoweitd a 67-year-old Sicilian pe nti o n e r on 
Mcnuy ato he held 160 people hostage on a plane at Rome airport 
atnm with a bu o onainiu g what may have been a 

rw^^ explosiye device. Airport pohee diief Man& Espofito 
**“ „ ,°*l*^ker. Giusej^ dzio, ^ fared onto the ero^ to 
meet emu he thought was a delegi^ott of aiqiort of&als and 
rqwcteis to who were in Eaet poSoe offiems. “A po&ce commander, 
baviH offered to he^ the mjadcer with documents aduch were 
wmgQia^ hm down, overpowered him and prevented Urn from 
.d^matingAe^ tudinmtary dendoe twdi Us dramb," Mr. Eqmsho 
sauL Au. Cizio*s plastic bag was found to contain a bfeaiie niixnirettf 
pisstione, gunpowler from fireworks, ahmrinhim filfo& a flat 4.5 voU 
battery, a m^un cartridge and a lan^ switch. Mr. Cmo held the 154 
wnengers and six crew for mote than two boms after the scheduled 
ught ^ a aircraft of die dome^ carrier MeriiSana arrived at 
Rmu*s Fnmiicino airport from Palomo. He had asked to ^e^ to the 
press a^ police ofifiaab, airport and the justice ministry to 
pctsecution he daimed to have suffered from the courts. 



An independenTArab political daily publi$hedtg^J»^rdan ^res^undation 
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U.S* 


Korea 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bill Clinton said Monday that the 
United ^tes would scud Patriot missUes lo South Korea as a ‘^purely 
defourive'’ measure because of the increasingly tense rriadoosto with 
North Korea. Mr. Qintoo spoke shortly after the South Korean 
government agreed at an emergency naiiooal seeuriQr meeting to 
de^oy the air defense nussQes and to revive plans for military 
exercises with the United States (me page 8). “We have ameed that it 
is our national interest imd in the interest of the security M the people 
of South Korea and the security of our armed forces there to s^ ' 
Patriot missnes at this time and we are going to do ifaat.“ Mr. Clinton 
told reporteis as he arrived in Flc^da for a health care meetii^. Mr. 
<^ton described the deployment as “purely defensive in nature.” He 
said the American commander in Swth Korea bad requested the 

Patrioc as part of a “continued modembarion of our arniM forces.*' 
North Korn has threatened to pull out of an international nudear 
eomn^ treaty over the issue of international inspections of its nudear 
facilities. 
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King, Qaboos review Arab 
ties, Yemen and peace 


SALALAH, Oman (Agencies) 
— HU Majesty Gsg Hnssra 
and Snltan Qaboos &n Saeed 
. ,, Monday held a FOimd of talks 
shortly after King Hnssein’s 
arrival on a three-d^ virit and 
exefaan^ views on Arab and 
international issues as well as 
trilateral relations. 

. King Hussein and Saltan 
Qaboos also held a closed-door 
mectmg. 

UpcMi his arrival. King Hus- 
setn was reonved by Snltan 
Qaboos, Depn^ Prime Kfinis- 
ter Qais Ben Al^l Munem A1 
Zawawi and senior Onumi ofG- 
dals along with Omani Ambas> 
sador to Jordan Mohammad 
A] Bon Saeedi and Jordan’s 
Ambassador to Oman 'Samir 
A1 Hmond. 

King Hnssein is accompa- 
tried on die virit by an ofBcial 
delegatitm compriring Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein and 
Prince Hamzeb Ben A1 Hus- 
sein, Royal Cooxt Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, advisors 
Marwan Al Qassem, Kbaled 

A1 Karairi and T^gi^dHiti Al 

Kharib Al Thnrimi, Mbiister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Taial 
Ai Hassan, R(^ Coart Imam 
.Ahmad Helayel and other 
senior ofiSdais. 

King Hnssein. vriio wQl also 
virit Qatar on Wednesday, was 


seen off at Amman airport by 
His Royal I&hness Prince 
Mohammad, Hu Royal IBgh- 
ness Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mohammad, Prime Minister 
Abdnl Saiam Majaff, Upper 
House Speaker Ahmad Al 
Lawzi, Lower House ^leaker 
Taher Al Masri, the King's 
advisors, and othtf senior om- 


Prince Mohammad was 
sworn in as Regent before 
King Hussdn's d ep art ur e. 

King’s visit to Oman 
and Qatar comes two weeks 
after Sawh Ardria mdicated it 
was not yet ready to improve 
relations and help pave the 
way for broader pan-Arab re* 

coneiKflfion. 

IGng Hussein returned from 
Saadi Ardria after p e i fonning 
a minor frilgrimage but faifii^ 
to meet King Fahd to thaw i^ 
ties. 

Jordanian and Qatari offi- 
cials termed as landmark the 
King’s visit to Doha, ins first 
smoe the Golf crisis, qiaiked 
by Iraq’s invasion of Knwait in 
August 1990, harmed bilateral 
ties. 

It comes at the invitation of 
Qatar’s inler, Sh^kh Khaitfa 
Ben Hamad Al Tham, and 
follows a spate of top4evel 
ririts tiiat helped restore ties to 
their pre-crisis level of 


strength. 

**We attach great unport- 
anoe to King Hnssem’s viat 
and hope it wffl further consoli- 
date brotherly ties in tiie poli- 
tical, economic and trade fields 
and help restore Arab solidar- 
ity,*’ Qatari Foreign Kfinister 
SheOcfa Hamad Bra Jasshn Al 
Than! told Jordan Teleriaon 
Sunday. 

“We in Qatar are seeldog 
along with onr brothers in Jor- 
dan and other Arab oonntries 
to revive solidarity to a aiiai- 
mnm acceptable level ... the 
present status quo is only serv- 
ing the enemies of the Arab 
Nation.” 

Jordanian officials said King 
Hussein and Suhan Qaboos 
would evaluate joint efforts to 
end a nine-month-old crisis 
threatening to tear Yemen 
apart to determine vriiether 
they shoold carry on their 
attempts. 

Both countries are members 
in a militaiy ooimmssion seek- 
ing to the armies of 

North and &nth Yemen vriiicfa 
have not merged since the 1990 
unity between the two halves. 

Yemen’s tridtering leaders 
signed a reocmciliation accord 
in Amman last month, but the 
pact has frdled to resolve the 
criris. 


Israel, PLO far from 
accord on key issues 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Uberraon Oiganiution 
(PLO) and Israeli negotiators 
resunied disaissions Monday 
in an effort tt> find enoa{^ 
ccunmon ground for a fon^ 
resumptkm of peace talks, but 
.they seemed hi from t^gree- 
ment on k^ issues. 

The Israelis met until PLO 
Chahrman Yasser Arafat brief- 
ly Sunday night before the^ 
opened (fiscnraons witfa their 
PLO counterparts the next 
morning. 

They are trying to end the 
deadli^ in tiie peace process 
raused by the Feb. 25 massacre 
of Palestinian worshippers in 
Hdnon. 

An Israeli ddegate said they, 
had “good introductoiy talks'* 
with Arafat and other 
. FLO officials hmnediatety af- 
l^ter th^ arrived Sunday idght. 

“Everythmg was fine,” said 
Jacques Neriah. adviser to 
Israeh Prhne Minister Yitzhak 
Ralrin and one cti tiie nego- 
tiators. He refused to give 
more details. >•. 

But Samir Ghosfaeh, a mem- 
ber of the FLO’S Executive 
Committee, said the braelis 
■ “brou^t noth^ new and they 
are only procrastinating.” 

He said among tiie proposak 


that were rejected by tiie PLO 
was a deployiMnt of Red 
Gross obsenrers in Hebron in- 
stead of tibe armed internation- 
al peacekeeping force the PLO 
demands. 

Mr. Ghosheb said the 
Israelis also brought “on se- 
rious proposal” bn the Jewish 
sMtim in Hebron. The PLO 
wants tiiem to be removed to 
outride the dty. 

The PLO is seeking an 
Israeli pledge to withdraw 
quicUy fmn Gaza and Jericho 
and imnmiiatBly transfer p<^ 
m to the Pal^nians in fine 
with the Sept. 13 self-rule 
accord. 

A qxricesman for Mr. Ara- 
fat, Marwan Kanafani, said 
tiMTO had been no progre s s so 
far in talks with tiie Israelis. He 
said the PLO rejected an 
Israeli proposal for the depl^- 
ment ^ a Palestinian poto 
force in ifobron as a sob^tute 
for international peacekeep- 
eis. 

Israeli Foreign hfinister 9n- 
mon Peres said Monday it was 
too early to give a prognosis on 
the talks. 

Catrinet minkterg continue 
to voice qqiroval for moving 
the Hebron settiers, or at least 
crasoUdating them into one or 


two (riace, down from their 
current six dwelfings. 

“Very soon we ^ have to 
dedde, because without eva- 
cuating all the settiemeots in 
Hebron, a fire will start there 
that will destroy all of Israel.” 
Environment Minister Yossi- 
Saxid told a calrinet meeting 
Sunday, acco r d i ng to press re- 
ports. 

Rabbi Mosfae Levinger, 
leader of the settlement move- 
ment, said on Israel Racfio that 
be doubted tibe govermnent 
could muster a paxtiament or 
popular majority for disman- 
tit^ Hebron. 

“The pofitical reality does 
not show that they (raesti- 
nians) will find Hebron 
eoough, or even East Jeru- 
salem, they want it all,” said 
Levinger. 

Isr^ officials stressed that 
the decision would come 
tiiroagh a consensus m the 
government and not in bar- 
gaining over PLO demands 
tiiat laael remove the sectleis 
before talks on implementiiig 
the September autonomy plan 
proc eed . The PLO refused to 
return to the talks after Jevrisb 
settler Baruch Goldstein killed 

(ConthuNd on page 10) 



A yon^ Falesifailaii displays a banner during a 
i kma iMKwg the Ifftfaig Of OB IsraeU 
anfew and fr«e access to the oecnpied West 


Bank m that Pakstimaiis could attend dasscs 
(AFP photo) 


Israeli troops kill blind Gazan; 
Rabin knew of Hebron tension 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A bliod ^lesti- 
nian nnivershy student died 
Monday from gunshot wounds 
he sustained in a gunfigfat be- 
tween Israeli troops and 
Palestinians, hospital officials 
said. 

Also Monday, three Palesti- 
nian boys were serioosly 
wounded in dashes with Israeti 
soldiers in the West Bank, 
bo^tal offidals and U.N. per^ 
sozmel said. 

Ahmad Aleiwa was in a taxi 
on his .way to dass at Gaza 
Gty*s Islamic University when 
he was fait in tfae bead by 
crossfire during 'a dash b^ 
tween sokGers £id Palestinians 
on Sundqr. He died of bis 
wounds Bfonday, officials at 
Soroka Hospital in Beersheba 
said. 

In the West Bank town Kal- 
Idliya, at least eij^t Palestinian 
youte were shM and injured 
in dashes with Israeli soldiers. 

Palestinian reporters said 
students threw stones and bot- 
tles at Isradi soldiers who fired 


tear gas and rubber bullets. 

Offidals at a United Nations 
dinic said six students were 
treated at the dinic and two 
other students were transfer- 
red to Mukassed Hospital in 
Jerusalem because they were 
seriously wounded. 

Mukassed offid^ identified 
tfae two as Tareq Abu Mariam, 
13, wbo was fait in tfae head 
with a rubber-coated metal 
bullet and Abdullah Abu 
Qamar, 12. who was hit in tfae 
stomach with a rubber bullet. 
Both were in stable conditioo. 

There have been almost dai- 
.ly dashes .between youths and 
tile army in the occupied terri- 
tories sitice Feb. 2S, when an 
Israeli settler shot dead dozens 
of PalestiniM worshippers in a 
Hebron mosque. 

Monday’s mth raised tbe 
number Pakstinians killed 
since tbe massacre to 68 
Palestinians. Two Israelis have 
also died in tbe violence. 

fo Beh Jalla, Israeli troops 
shot and wounded three 
Palestinian students. 


Salim Zeidan, secretary of 
the Hope Secondary School, 
said he saw a commotion out- 
ride before dasses were to start 
in which soldiers shot live' 
ammunition in the air. Stu- 
dents rushed into tbe school. 

“Ihen either one or two 
snipers shot directly at tbe 
scb^’s main (glass) door,” he 
said. 

About IS rounds were fired, 
breaking windows and wonnd- 
in| three students,” Mr. 
Zeidan said. 

Headmaster Solomon Hour 
said be took tbe three <— a ^1 
aged 16 two boys aged IS 
and |7 — to hospital for treat- 
ment of tight wounds from 
rubber bnOets. 

Probe rantiniies 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zbak Rahm learned about pro- 
vocations against Muslims in 
Hebron last October and 


(Conttnued on page 10) 


58-year-old man said to confess to 
sodomising and killing 8-year-old 


By Rana. Hossemi 
j^pecral ta tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 58-year-old 
man confessed to tfae brutal 
murder of an eighi-year-old 
boy after a sexual assault, 
Zarqa police announced 
Mon^y. 

Brigraer-GenenJ Abdul 
Kader Quran, director of 
Zarqa potice, identified the 
man oidy as M.A.T., a truck 
driver, and said he had con- 
fessed to murdering the boy 
after sodomising him. 

The man was married five 
times, di v o ic ed one of fab 
wives, and deserted two. 
Brig. Quran told a press con- 


fereo ce. Tbe suspect bad sbe 
boys and three gms, be said. 

Tbe suspect told police be 
asked Lo'ai S. Oraiqat, tbe 
eldest son of a neighbour, to 
accompany him fbr a drive. 
Tbe susp^ .took tbe boy to 
Al Quonieb area, 30 
kOometTes from Za^a, and 
raped him, police said, quot- 
ing bb confesrion. 

Tbe boy started bleeding 
and tbe suspect said be tried 
to stop tbe bleeding but 
failed. The select said be 
bad no other dioice but to 
kill tbe boy to hide bis crime, 
police sai^ , 

Tbe suspect said be se- 


ver^ tbe head of tiie boy and 
other parts of his body by 
using a sharp weapon. 

Lo’ai's derompc»ing body 
was found dumped near a 
pile of stones in AJ Qumrieh 
area on March 15, two days 
after be was IdDed. 

Tbe diild, tbe only son of 
the frunily, was reported mis- 
sing on March 13 after be 
felled to return home after 
playing with his friends near 
his bewfo. 

The mother of the child 
told the Jordan Times that 
tbe suspect, “Abn Ziad” was 

(Cootimied on page 10) 


Ben Ali reelected 
with 99% vote 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Tunisian 
President 2ne Al Abidine Ben 
Ali and tbe niliitt party made a 
clean sweep in Sunday's pres- 
idential and parliamentary 
elections, tbe interior ministry 
said on Monday. 

But opposition parties se- 
cond enou^ votes to enter 
p^ament for the first time 
since independence from 
France in 1956. 

Incumbent President Ben 
AH, the only candidate in the 
presidential poD, won more 
than 99 per cent of votes cast in 
the 25 electoral districts. 

In the parUa*nentary polls 
Mr. Ben Aii’s party, the Ras- 
semblement (^nstitutionnel 
Democratique, won all 144 
seats in the 25 districts with 
between 94 and 99 per cent of 
votes cast. 

The six opporition parties 
each won aronnd one per cent 
of die vote but due to a change 
in the electoral law they a^l 
receive 19 seats between them 
based on their share of the 
vote. 

The turnout ranged between 
88 and 98 per cent of the 
electorate, the Interior Minis- 
try said. 


In alt, 163 seats in the angle- 
chamber parliament were at 
stake, with at least 19 guaran- 
teed to opporition parties no 
matter bow badly they far^. It 
wilt mark the first time more 
than one party has been repre- 
sented in parliament since 
Tunisia's independence in 
1956. 

Mr. Ben Ali, 57, seized pow- 
er in 1987 from President 
Habib Bourguiba, wbo was 
said to be senile. In 1989, Mr. 
Ben Ali won his first five-year 
mandate «nth ^ per cent of 
the vote, running unopposed. 

Moncef Marzouki, a doctor 
and human rights activist, tried 
to run against Mr. Ben All this 
year, but was unable to get tbe 
required 30 endorsements 
from legislatois or city council 
members, virtually all of them 
part of the ruling party. 

The main opposition to Mr. 
Ben Ali in tte 1989 voting 
came from Muslim fun- 
damentalists. but their p^es 
later were banned by Tunisian 
authorities, who have justified 
limits on political ex(mssion 
by citing the free elections in 

(Continued on page 10) 


Parliament concludes 
regular session today 


Special to JordBD Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 12th 
Parliament ends its first regular 
sessioD today, with expecta- 
tions high that it would be 
recalled for an eactraordinaiy 
session next month to formal- 
ise several pieces of legislaiion 
that tfae government has for- 
warded to it as emergency 
laws. 

Official media reported that 
a Rrqral decree was issued 
Nfonday ending tbe regular 
session, wbicb began in late 
November. 

' In tfae meantime, the Lower 
House continued defiberations 
Monday to complete work on a 
draft law on mnnidpal coun- 
cils. 

At tbe end of tiie day’s 
session, tbe lawmakers were 
short of codorsiDg a lone con- 
troversia] article before adopt- 
ing it. 

Article 25, the last item in 
tfae draft law, gives the govern- 
ment tbe right to set tbe 
amount of municipal taxes. 

Deputies object to tbe 
danse, saying it contradicted 
tbe spirit of decentralisation of 
authority that th^ had been 
trying to achieve. 

After a heated debate, they 
agreed to defer tbe diebate 
unto after the government pre- 
sents a detailed list of proposed 
municipal taxes today. 

Artides in the draft law 
already endorsed by the House 
call fbr the disbandment of all 
munidpal coundls, inducting 
tbe Greater Amman munidpal 


council, on Dec. 31, 1994, and 
elections to be held for new 
coundls on a single day in the 
first half of 1995. 

The lawmakers endorsed 14 
articles of the law with minor 
amendments on Monday. 
These are related to giving 
voters tbe right to contest in a 
cooxt of law any deciriem of 
any member of a munidpal 
council except tbe mayor of, 
Amman who is ai^xrinted by ' 
tbe government. 

Also on Monday, tiie House 
unanimously approimd a prop- 
osal made by Deputy Samir 
Habasbneb to form a par- 
liamentaiy delegation to virit 
“undeistmiding” countries to 
e^lain the “suffering of Ira- 
qis” in view of tbe U.N. Secur- 
ity Council’s recent decision to 
maintain the 43-month-oId in- 
ternational sanctions against 
Ir^. 

Mr. Habashneh (Karak) 
noted that U.N. inspectors 
have reported that Ir^ h^ 
complied with the Security 
Council conditions for lifting 
tbe sanctions and referred to 
the fntile efforts last week by 
countries such as France, On- ' 
na, Russia, Turkey and Iran to 
issue a Sei^ty Coundl state- 
ment acknowledging Iraq’s 
cooperation with tbe U.N. 
Spedai Commission diaig^ 
with eliminating its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

It was not immediately' 
known when the House would 
form a delegation to lobby on 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Amnesty gives a mixed review of Jordan’s record Article 19 report criticises 

Press and Publications Law 




By Sana Atiydi 
Spedai to tbe Jtadan Times 

AMMAN — “It has been 16 
years, and I have been waiting 
for death every minute, every 
hour and every day througtoat 
' tiiese 16 long years ... if it 
appears to you that there is one 
' per cent (of truth) in tbe 
charge (against me), I want 
- yon to carry out the sentence 
immediately and without 
hesitation.” 

These words were sent in a 
Uatmr tt) the prime minister in 
1992 by Mohammad Abu 
Tinah, who was sentenced to 
Awifh OQ Dec. 7, 1976 by tbe 
martial law court. 

The deatii penal^ in Jordan 
‘dominated much ot Amnesty 
International’s (Al) human 
.rights report, on the country’s 
leceut human ri^its record. In 
a 20-page report, entitled Jox^ 
' dan— Human Rights Reforms: 
Adrievements and Obstades 
to be presented daring the 
UJf. Human Ri^ts Ccmffiit- 

tee meeting in New York today 

and tomorrow, Al gave oedit 
to tiie Kingdom’s adiieve- 
ments towa^ reforms. 

Bnt it was also very critical 
of vriiat it viewed as violations 
* of human rigfos, particular^ in 
tiie faigli nomber of executions 
'last year and l^islation curb- 


ing freedoms. It listed 10 le- 
commendations urging Jordan 
to urgently adopt and “imple- 
ment fully international human 
ri^ts standards,” and called 
on sectors of civil sode^, such ; 
as the professional assoda- 
tions, to play an active role in 
ensuring frxrther reform and 
dimr implementation. 

Officials eifber could not be 
readied for comment or de- 
clined to comment before 
reading the report. 

. But Jordanian humu rights 
activists and analysts, thon^ 
me p resring alarm at the bi^ 
number of exeentions — 12 — 
in 19^ described the graeral 
report as ’’good because it sets 
hi^ etetiHanig for Jordan to 
follow.” 

Al urged Jordan to review 1^ 
is^on to reduce tbe oumber 
es|»tal (tifeaees “mdi a 'riew lo 
■hftikhiwg die death penalty,” and 
caDed on the govenuttot to “le- 
oomDesd tfae commutation of aU 
death sentences peoduig a feu re- 
riew of the death penalqr and its 
future abdisUng.” 

“AJ weals to (Ifis Maje^) 
King Hossdn to exerdae demenn 
in aU cases,” the organisatioti said. 

- It weieomed die King'S previons 
commmatioas of deaui sentences 
and granted to political 

prisoners, except those convicted' 
of ^ying, wbkfa die organisation 
consideis as pofiticalfaKiiienled. 

Aceortfing to. ATs report, the 


number of prisoners awaiting ex- 
ecution is not knorrii. But ft said 
that in addition to Idr. Abu Zioab, 
anoeber prisoner, Utiunan Subh, 
has been awaiting his execution 
. smoe he was oonvmted of spying in 
June 1976. 

Tbe London-based Al 
that prisoners on deatii row are not 
told when their execuiion will take 
place until 15 minutes before they 
are bange^ usiany at dawn at tbe 
Swaqa prison soudi of Amman. 
Hk faniDies of prisooen conde- 
mned to deafe are not told of tiw 
executioas until afterwards, the 
rqwrt added. 

This practice has been justified 
as an attempt to rednee tbe suffer- 
ing aooompan^g executions,” the 
inteinatioto haman rights watcln 
dog said. 

Ibis justification found ^ree- 
inent mnm^ analytts. A seasoned 
Jordanian analyst, triio read tbe 
iqiort, told die Jordan Times that 
“it wonkl be diffieult to leO some- 
one he wiD die at a certmn date, or 
to summon bk mother k> bM her 
son fereweD before he dies.” 

Say^ that the nomber of eseecn- 
tions in Jordan in 1993 .was tbe 
hi^iesc atumal number recorded in 
the Kingdmn by Al in two de- 
cades, the oiginisatiOD, whidi 
strongly rejects tbe deadi penalty, 
said it “deeply regrets that a trcM 
suggesting a decline in the use of 
tbe deadi penal^ was reversed in 
1993 with a riiarp increase in the 
number of executions.” 

Uie report noted that 10 of those 
ewented last year were convicted 
of murder by ordmary courts. 


triiile two were hanged for spying 
for brael by the Statt-Security 
Court and no ri^ to an?eal. 
siiice that right was not Intreduced 
until later that year. 

Al. which ato) recorded two 
exeentions in Janua^ this year, 
said that Jordan witnessed four 
executions in 1990, seven in 1991 
and none in 1992. 

"The Jordanian authorities have 
argued tiiat tbe death penalty is a 
sanction required by sodety and 
Islamic law,” Al said. “Wiihmu 
holding any riews on Islam or 
other religions, Al o ppos es the 
death peraty in aS cases as a 
violatioo of the fundamental right 
to fife...” 

A former official and dose 
observer of human ri^ts wbo pre- 
fened anoonymity said that Jordan 
would never abolisb the death 

penalre, 

“It B impossible to abolish capit- 
al punishment in Jordan or in any 
Other frllunic oounify stoce this 
pumshment is an ionporunt part of 
Islamic Sharia,” the former official 
said. 

The source added that laws are 
made to confemn wfth tfae meutal- 
ky of a certain sode^, and that tbe 
general public was not sympathetic 
to “brutal murderers and spim,” 
adding that human ri^ts orgaoisa- 
tioos should take this into consid- 
eiation. 

Wlule Al was critical le^sla- 
tion hindeiing protection of free- 
doms and human ri^ts, the orga- 
nisation welcomed Jordan's moves 
toirards refonn rince November 
1989 with tbe first free paritaraeo- 


taiy elections in more than 25 
years. It welcomed the revoking of 
a 1953 law against communism and 
the abolishroeat of tbe 1935 De- 
fenoe Law and the 1967 martial 
law. 

Tbe organsatioD also welcomed 
JmdaD's introduction of political 
parties, tbe Kingdom’s esiablish- 
ment of the Centre for Smdies on 
Freedom, Deffioeraey and Human 
Rights ia tbe Arab World, and its 
abandonment or curbing the con- 
fiscation of passports and restri^ 
tions on employrnenc. 

Al also welcomes Jordan's rati- 
fication of tbe rigbB of the child 
and tfae coovention against torture 
and other cruel, inbuman or de- 
grading treatment or punishnienL 

“Al welcomes tbe progress in 
human rights reforms shtoe 1989 
and appreciates access it was given 
throughout tbe period by Jorda- 
man authorities at all ft^Is. in- 
ciuding tbe General Intelligence 
Dqurtment (GID) and ntifitary 
jutuciary,” the report ttated. 

“However, it beeves that im- 
portant buniao 'rights safeguards 
are stiU nnssiog and should uigent- 
ly 'be introdu^ to bring Jordan 
more fully into comtdianoe with 
the iuternatioiial standards to 
which h is a state party,” the 
organisation added. 

la a dose scrutiny of legislation 
that it believes curbs freedoms and 
protectioo of human rights, Al 
expre sse d Mocera over tbe 1992 
Duence Law, wbiefa replaced the 

(Coutiaued on 2) 


By Sa’eda Kttawi 
Spedai to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Legal and institu- 
tional refrmns in Jordan have 
produced tbe first multi-paity 
parliamentary elections in 
1993, but have failed to secure 
tbe free and open press neces- 
sary for enduring democracy, 
the London-based Article 19, 
the International Centre 
Against Censorship, diarged 
yesterday. 

“The law has proved to be a 
grave disappointment to jour- 
nalists and human ri^ts activ- 
ists who had campaigned for a 
free and open press,” the re- 
port said. 

The report, entitled Jordan: 
Democratisation Without 
Press Freedom, was submitted 
to foe United Nations Human 
Riglits ^mminee (HRC) that 
to&y reviews Jordw’s human 
rights records at U.N. head- 
quarters in New York. 

The committee will discuss 
foe government’s report taking 
into omsideration other re- 
ports submitted by human 
rights organisations $ud> as 
Article 19 and Amnesty Inter- 
national separate story). It 
will base its conclusions re- 


^rding foe human rights situa- 
tion in Jordan on foe extent to 
which Jordan conforms with its 
obligations under the interna- 
tional covenant on civil and 
political rights. 

A government report was 
submitted to foe U.N. commit- 
tee on May 26, 19^ was not 
distributed to the media nor to 
human rights organisations in 
Jordan. The Arab Organisa- 
tion for Human Rights 
(AOHR) Jordan brandi had 
submitted a request earlier this 
yev to obtain a copy but re- 
ceived no answer, an AOHR 
official told the Jordan Times. 

The two reports, the govern- 
ment’s and Article IP’s, show 
considerable contradictiem in 
matters pertaining to freedom 
of the press. 

Article 19*$ report criticised 
foe Press and Publications 
Law, enacted in May 1993, 
because “it still provides for 
licensing of journalists and 
publications, and prior cen- 
sorship of books and imported 
publications.” 

The government's report, a 
copy of wbiefa was obtained by 
the Jordan Times, showed fell 
respect to freedom of foe press 
as stipulated by Article 19 of 


the universal declaration of hu- 
man rights whidi states that: 
“Everyone has the right to 
freedom of opinion and ex- 
pression; this right includes 
freedom to bold opinions with- 
out interference and to seek, 
receive and impart information 
and ideas through any media 
regardless of fnmtiers.” 
Jordan’s report to the HRC 
states that: “Freedom of opin- 
ion and expression are re- 
garded as inalienable rights of 
tbe human person, and person- 
al liberty is safe-guarded by the 
■Constitution. The slate 
guarantees freedom of opinion 
and every Jordanian is free to 
express his (/her) opinion oral- 
ly, in writing, pictorielly or 
through any other form of ex- 
pression permitted by law.” 
In its 2^page report. Article 
19 presented a full review of 
foe country's different press 
institutions, and analysed what 
it considereid basic violations of 
freedom of expression. 

In the first section it taddes 
the iicenang of publications 
according to foe Press and 
Publi^tions Law (PT^) and 
criticises foe enforcement of a 

iCoBtiaued oa 2) 
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Amnesty gives mixed review 


(CopUnued from pn gf ]) 

old one. and ihe Press and Publica- 
Uons Law. 

.^Ithou^ A1 said that the new 
Defence Law was an improvement 
over the previous one. it criticised 
a number of anides. such as Ani- 
cte 4, which ^ 0*05 the prime minb- 
ler the authority to *‘^ace restric- 
tions on people's freedom of 
assembly, movement and resi- 
dence. and arrest and detain sus- 
pects or those endangering nation- 
al security and public Older.” 

>M)ile the organisation noted 
that Anicic $ allows those sub- 
jected to administrative detention 
to appeal against detention before 
the high court of justice and to rule 
cn the appeal promptly, it said it 
was concerned that the law “still 
provides (iv administrative deten- 
tion without charge or trial of 
security suspects and sets no time 
limits on the duration of detention 
orders.” 

The organisation also expressed 
concern over limitations in the 
Press and Publications Law that 
curb freedom of expression and 
Opinion, such as what could be 
fwbitshed, having to be a member 
of the Jordan Prew Association to 
practise journalism, the ban on 
publishing details of ongoing secur- 
ity trials and the disclosure of 
oonfideniial sources “in the course 
of criminal proceedings in order to 
protect state security, prevent a 
crime or achieve justice," (see 
separate stocy), 

AI Fcponcd that three journal- 
ists from the left-wiiw AI Ahali 
Weekly, including its (Thief Editor 
Jamil Nimri, were currently on 
trial for defaming the State Secur- 
ity Court and defaming Parlia- 
mem. 

*‘AE is conoeroed that current 
Jordanian iegislaiion may be used 
to restrict tlw tight to freedom of 
opinion and expiessioa as guaran- 
teed by Article 19 trf the Univefsal 
Dedat^on of Human Ri^ls and 
Article 19 of the Intemaiioaal 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) and lead to the 
in^risonment of prisoner of con- 
science,’' the report added. 

The organisation urged Jordan 
to review all legislation. regarding 
freedom of news media and should . 
be "closely monitored to prevent 
the imprisonnient of prisoners of 
ooosdeoce.*' 

The fomer official, wbo spoke 
to the Jordan Times, disagreed 
with ATs proposals to amend 
k^islatioa at this tune, conrendiiig 
that Jordanians, be they dtiaens. 
officials or pariiameotarians, sdU 
"don’t understand democracy 100 
per ccni.” 

**I !^rcc that some of these laws 
have gaps,** the former official 
said. “But if these laws axe 
reopened now fbr amendments, 
they would be amended to the 
worse, rince tbcie are strong ele- 
ments «4 k> waul 10 curb the free- - 
chxns avadaUe in the ennent leg- 
islation.’’ 

* He inssted that the exsting laws 
were suffici e nt for the time beu^ 
and needed to be "absorhed” 
fore attempting to i m prove them 
several yean from now. 

“The problem is not the Laws, 


but the practice, and moK lime has 
to be given to these laws to be 
properly implemented first." the 
source added. 

Meanwhile, AI also reported 
that while it received fewer allega- 
tions than previously of torture ^ 
ill-iFcatment at the CID, detainees 
hove oeeasionaliy complained of 
being subjected to “generalised 
beatings and falaga (tMadngs on 
the soles of the feet)," during 
detention. 

The organisation pressed con-- 
cent over prolonged incommunica- 
do detentions at the GID with no 
access to lawyen, doctors of their 

choice or judgn until the inter- 
rogation is finished, and some- 
times, a confession is taken. 

Reponing that over 800 de- 
tainees have been held at the GID 
since January 1992 on security 
grouneb, AI urged Jordan to abide 
by Article 12 of the convention 
against torture to “conduct a 
prompt and impartial investigation 
of complaints of tonure applied to. 
all con^ieni authorities, includ-' 
ing prosecutors and courts." 

Af, however, welcomed the ex- 
istence of orders issued to all milit- 
ary personnel by former comman- 
der of the Armed Forces and cur- 
rent chief of the Royal Court Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker forbidding the 
use of violence against prisoners. It 
also welcomed the regular viriis by 
the Inrerwaiiooal Red Cross twice 
a month to Ihe GID prison, as well 
as the introduction of regular 
medical examinations for detainees 
in custody. 

But thie organisatioa insisted 
that these moves were insufficient 
and insisted on allowing prisoneis 
access to lawyers, judges and doc- 
tors of their dwice. 

AI recominended that fuller pro- 
tection of detainees against torture 
and ill-treatment, as w^ as protec- 
tion of authorities against false 
’accusations or such abuse, would 
be the “separation of the security 
functions of custody and interroga- 
tions." 

“llie agency responable for the 
custody of detainees should there- 
fore be different from the GID, 
which is engaged in inienogating 
them,'* AI stressed. "At the very 
least the supervision of tbe GID 
detention centre sbouid be carried 
out effectively by officials other 
than the GID officers tbemselves.’’ 

A senior official, however, said 
recently that tbe Cabinet has re- 
cently formed a special committee, 
after a parSamentaiy inquiry on 
die treatment of prisoners and 
detainees, to pay r^inlar visits to 
prison facilities, including the 
GID. 

A founding menfoer of tbe Cen- 
tre for Studies on Freedom, Demo- 
cracy and Human Ri^ts in the 
Arab World toM the Jordan luncs 
thtf the centre wUl act as a protec- 
lor of citizens. I^al mid human 
ri^ts. 

“The centre, wbosc laws are 
cunentjy being stuefied by tbe 1^ 
idatrac coundl, will moaiior and 
iavest%afo the treatineat of prison- 
ers and detainees." tbe member 
said. "It trill also rtfer cases to the 
prosecution against anyone re- 
sponsible for alleged torture 


against prisoners, ensure prompt 
access to lawyers and independent 
doctors, and to monitor the aoM- 
lies of different security apparata 
to ensure that the legal and human 
rights of individuals are pro- 
tected." 

The human rights activist also 
insisted that non-governmeotal 
organisations should be active in 
monitoring the treatment of pris- 
oners and detainees. 

Although AI welcomed the right 
of appeal at the Court of Cassation 
for anyone convicted 1^ the State 
Security Court, it criticised the 
military court because it is 
appointed by tbe executive author^ 
ity. 

Although the amended 1993 ver- 
»oo of the State Seeurity Law 
allows the prime minister 10 estate 
lish such courts "in special dr- 
cumstances required by the pu^ 
interest" composed of three dvi- 
tiap and or mibtaiy judges. AI said 
that all trials of political and 
political-violence related cases 
have been conducted in courts 
composed of three military Judges. 

AI called for the aboUshmem of 
the State Security Court and all 
“exceptional’’ courts to allow the 
ordinary judidaiy to "recover fully 
criminal Jurisdiction." 

“Withrmt questioning the qual- 
ifications or ^ personal integrity 
of any military judge, AI believes 
that a court appoint by tbe ex- 
ecutive authorities on an ad hoc 
basts cannot appear to provide the 
same guarantees of independenoe 
and impartiaUty provided by the 
regular courts." the organisation 
sa^ 

Among tbe 10 recommendations 
AI has listed as “priorities for 
urgent reform," tbe organisation 
urged Jordanian authorities to pro- 
viSc effective protection for a^- 
lum seekers and not to expel ibm 
to a country iriiere they would risk 
human rights violations. 

AI reported that at ka^ four 
detainees were expelled from Jor- 
dan in 1993 to countries whidi 
were expected to persecute tiiem. 
One Palestinian widi a Jordanian 
pas^rt was reportedly handed 
over to the Israeli authorities at the 
King Hussein Bridge last Jufy and 
was allegedly tortured while in 
Israeli aktody, AI said, adtfing 
that be was currently on trial for 
involvenient in bomb attacks in 
Israel in 1985 attributed to tbe 
Demo cr atic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine. 

The then information minis- 
ter, Maan Abu Nowar, denied 
at that time that such a de- 
portation had taken place. 

AI also reported that three 
Sudanese Quidians were expelled 
anrf renuDcd to Khartoum last 
'November after tearing dieir oOQD- 
tiy due to tbe dvil war. Hidr fate 

is imfcfM wwn- 

Tbe r^ts activist said 

f (^at die Jctfdaman Constitocion 
dearly that “no Jorda- 

nian dtizcD can be deported, '* and 
that “those i^ven political asylum 
will not be extradited because of 
their political beliefr or for defend- 
ing freedom." 


Article 19 criticises restrictions 


(Continued fnmi page 1} 
“heavy capital inve&tmenr* 
needed for Ikeiuting newspap- 
ers (hat readies JD^.OUO for a 
daily newspaper and JDIS.OOO 
for a periodical. 

“Though several new pub- 
licatiivns have been authorised 
since the law came into force, 
many Jordanians are pre- 
vented from publishing bc- 
w'ausc of (he minimum capital 
investment tequirements." the 
report said. 

Dt. Suleiman 5wei». a member 
of the admiHLstraiive committee at 
the .'\rali or^ttini^aiion for human 
rtght^-Joiikm branch, in a report 
he prepared, points out (hat Arti- 
cle of the PPL that forces jour- 
nalists to reveal ihcir sources in a 
court of taw i» "a sword pointed ai 
ific neck of ihc Jordanian journal- 
ist att the tinie This paraj^raph also 
depnses ihc journalist (roin the 
needed and adequate protection 
for hrshci sources." 

■Di? pos-cmmeni’s report said: 
' In Jordan, the vanous informa- 
tion media transmit all forms of 
information and ideas without any 
icsjr;cJions '* 

0.*\ the rcstnctions imposed on 
joumalis:s. Article I9‘s report 
cntiCLscd PPL's code of honour as 


stipulated by its Article 9. “The 
proposed code is worth nothing 
because it gives a further insight 
into tbe govenunent’s view of tte 
tote of the media." it said. 

The government’s report said: “ 
Tbe media eonsdentiously en- 
deavour to combat aD forms of 
racial discrimiaatioa and carry full 
repiM on the repression, (ortute, 
denial of tegilinute rights and 
odier inbumao practioes to which 
persecuted miiMrities and peoples 
arc subjected anywhere in ibe 
world." 

Article 19’s report said: “Since 
(he PPL came into force journalists 
have been detained and diarged 
with offences related to their writ- 
ing. Newspaper editors have been 
harassed ^ the (former) minister 
of information and tbe (former) 
director of the Press and Publica- 
tions Department through tele- 
phone alls, waming tetters and 
threats of legal aaion." 

Tbe report also criticised the list 
of a series of restrictions imposed 
on journalists: “The law dora not 
clearly define the nature of the 
information it classifies in the va- 
rious ategories. It doa not recog- 
nise the principle of the public’s 
right to know and prohibits pub- 
liation of information which auld 
barm tbe reputation of public offi- 
cials. the public morale, or the 


honour of tbe slate." 

Tte govenuneofs report said 
that fieMloin of opinion is rafe- 
guarded under die terms of tegisla- 
tion in force and described tbe 
Press and Publications Law as in 
keeping with tbe present stage of 
democniisatioo mid freedom of 
political activity. 

Tbe United States State Depart- 
ment’s annual human rights report 
covering 1993 pointed out that 
white die Constitution provides for 
freedom of speech and the press, 
the goveroment cootimies to exer- 
cise limited ansorship on the locri 
media by pressuring news editors 

to change or omit coverage that the 
gotenunent finds embarrassing or 
contrary to what it perceives to be 
Jordan's interests. 

In its condusioa, Artide 19's 
report pointed to the restrictions 
impmed on the right to publisb and 
the ri^t of access to infocination. 
“The law afro severely curtaUs the 
range o( topics iriiicb journalfris or 
writers may discuss and severely 
punishes infringements.'’ it said. 

"We hope that tbe government 

will present an amended draft law 
of the press and pidiUcations to be 
in oonfoimity with ioternaiional 
conventions and treaties that call 
for the protection of freedom of 
expression," Dr. Sweiss said. 


Israeli bombing kills schoolgirl 
after 2 soldiers slain in Lebanon 


NABATIYEH (Agencies) — 
Israeli artiUery pounded south- 
ern Lebanon Monday, shower- 
ing a school Bus with shrapnel 
that killed a 12-year-old 
and wounded 22 other ^U- 
dren, security sources said. 

TTie shelli^ was in retalia- 
tion for resistance bombings 
earlier in the day that kfllM 
two Israeli soldiers and two 
allied militiamen. 

In addition to the schoolchil- 
dren, three other dvilians wqre 
wounded in the Israeli re- 
sponse to the bombings, which 
^ wounded five p^Israeli 
militiamen. Tbe bombings were 
claimed by the Hizbollah 
group. 

The market town, of Naba- 
tiyeh and surrounding villages 
took the brunt of the Israeli 
bombardment and, for the first 
time in eight months, Ae port 
city of Sidon, provincial capita! 
of South Lebanon, was bit. 

It was the most widespread 


Israeli bombardment since a 
week-long ground, air and nav^ 
al blitz of South Lebanon in 
July that killed 147 people and 
injured 500, most of them 
Lebanese. 

The two Israeli soltfiers were 
killed in a roadside bomb ex- 
plosion gainst an armour pat- 
rol between the villages 
Aishiyeh and Rihan at the 
eastern sector of an Israeli- 
held border enclave. 

A militiaman of tiie Israeli- 
affiliated South Lebanon 
Anny (SLA) was killed in 
another roadside bomb blast 
near die village of Arab Salim 
in the central sector of the 
enclave Israel calls a “security 
zone’’. 

Two other SLA militiamen 
were wounded in the attadc at 
Arab Salim, eight kilometres 
north of Nalratiy^, the biggest 
Lebanese town fadng the 
"security zone.'* 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah 


cjfomed responalpliQf for the 
attadc, saying fofc Znaeli sol- 
mers were killed or wounded* 
in the ambush. ' 

Shortly after tiie ambush, 
Israel sent an artiUny battery 
of five ISS-minimetFe guns inttn 
the zone to beef up its firepou^ 
er, sources said. 

The Israeli casualties were 
tbe first since IfizboUah guer- 
rillas killed four and wounded 
five in a Fd>. 7 ambush. 

The sdioolgirl was lolled 
when one of about 70 heavy 
artillery shells landed near a 
school bus in Nabatiyeh. 

Tbe sources said 22 other 
schooldQdren, most aged be- 
tween four and 10, were 
wounded. A civilian man was 
alra wounded in tbe shelling of 
Nabatiyeh. 

A Reuter photographer said 
be saw eight wounded children 
at the town’s hospital. 


Middle East should educate 
against AIDS, WHO says 


KUWAIT (R) — The Middle 
East should start to devote 
some of its considerable wealth 
to educating its people — espe- 
cially women and the young — 
frankly but sensitively atout 
AIDS prevention, a U.N. ex- 
pert said on Monday. 

Women and young people 
are especially important 
targets for AIDS education be- 
cause global experience shows 
their access to power and in- 
formation are limited, said 
Michael Merson of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 

Mr. Merson. the LLN. agen- 
cy's top AIDS expen, told an 
AIDS conference that 75.000 
people in the Middle East and 
Nonh Africa had been infected 
by the human immunodeficien- 
cy virus (HIV) that causes ac- 
quired immune deficiency syn- 
drome. 

"Your HIV prevalence is 
still low which gives you a 
precious window of opportun- 
Unlike many other re- 
gions. You also have rich re- 
sources to harness to AIDS 
prevention... for example by 
truly professional educational 
campaigns." he said. 

Explicit aids awareness 
campaigns found m the West 
are unknown in the Middle 
East, where tradition restricts 
public discussion of sexual ' 
matters. But in recent years 


media and health officials in 
some Arab states have started 
occasional programmes warn- 
ing people about AIDS in 
general terms. 

AIDS is a combination .of 
illnesses which develop after 
HIV weakness a person's de- 
fences against disease. There is 
no known cure or vaccine for 
the disease which kills 100.(X)0 
people worldwide each year. 

“Getting dear information 
to people requires a spedal 
effort in the case of population 
groups with lower literacy, 
such as women, and those with 
limited access to information, 
such as young people.'* Mr. 
Merson said. 

“Perhaps the most impor- 
tant preventative measure is to 
make sure that people have the 
weapons to control their lives 
— for example, the power to 
refose sex. Again, women and 
young people'tend to have the 
least power to begin with and 
will r^uire the most help." 

Mr.' Merson, executive 
director of the WHO's global 
programme on AIDS, said de- 
cision makers “have to under- 
stand that information about 
AIDS is a maner of life or 
death." 

“Politicians and teachers 
may fear parental opp(»ition 
to talking about sexuality in 
any public forum. But we have 
learned from experience that 


people all over the worid are 
willing to listen to candid mes- 
sages once they understand 
that their lives, or tbe lives of 
their children, are at stake." 

“When it comes to sdiool 
education peitaps a separate 
course on AIDS is unthink- 
able. In that case incorporate 
the information into a course 
on health education or its 
equivalenL If the term ‘sex 
education* is unacceptable, try 
*family life* education." 

Mr. Merson listed three, 
steps not to take: 

1. Do not believe AIDS cannot 
happen in your country — it is 
present in every country in the 
region. 

2. Do not blame foreigners for 
the disease. *'Its chance of 
spreading has to do with more 
the behaviour of the popula-. 
tion. and not the entry into*the * 
country of a few morfe HIV 
infected people.” 

3. Do not mandaiorily test for 
AIDS' without people's .in- 
formed -consent. •‘Mandatory 
testing 4s a coercive measure... 
Prevention depends on a sup- 
portive environment, not a 
punitive, coercive one." 

Like many other states in the 
region Kuwait tests all fore- 
igners arriving to take up jobs 
for HIV infection. 171056 who 
test positive are immediately 
deported. 


Israeli leaders refuse to meet Dalai Lama 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — The Dalai 
Lama made his first visit to 
Israel Sunday and was snubbed 
by the couniiy's leaders, who. 
a^rding to media reports, 
refused to meet him out of fear 
of angering China. 

The exiled Tibetan leader, 
spiritual guide for millions of 
Buddhists, is spending five 
days in the country as guest of 
the Israeli Society for The Pro- 
tection of Nature. 

Asked by an Israeli reponer 
how he fe'li about not being 
received by a single leader, the 
1989 Nobel Peace Prize laure- 
ate said. *'It*s no problem. I 
always make visits of this kind 
of nature, purely spiritual in 
nature." 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's spokesman Gad Ben- 
Ari said Mr. Rabin was not 
meeting the Dalai Lama “be- 
cause It's a private visit." Mr. 
Ben-Ari refused to comment 
on Israel radio and television 
reports that Israeli leaders 
were avoiding the religious 
leader who has spearheaded 
opposition to Chinese rule in 
Tibet, for fear of harming ties 
with Beijing. 


It is unusual for the Jewish 
state to snub an international 
figure of the Dalai Lama's sta- 
ture. particularly religious* 
leaders. 

But diplomatic ties with Chi- 
na. forged for the first time 
only in 1992, are considered of 
utniost importance, given Beij- 
ing's clout with the Arab 
World, including the Palestine 
Li be fa I ion Organisation 
(PLO). 

Also significant in ties with 
the Chinese are the huge mar- 
ket it has opened up for Israeli 
businessmen. There are also 
frequent reports of weapons 
deals made with the Chinese in 
recent years. 

The Dalai Lama fled Tibet, 
a Himalayan mountain region 
in southwestern China, after a 
failed uprising in 1959 and 
heads a govemment-in-exile 
based in Dharmsala, India. 

He was warmly received by 
Israelis at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity, where he was named 
an honorary fellow on Sunday. 
About 200'fans gathered, in- 
cluding many former tourists 
to India, a jMpular travel site 


for Israelis. 

Speaking partly in English, 
the Nobel laureate said that his 
people sought to “learn many 
things ftom the Jewish people, 
especially in confronting diffi- 
cult times." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bombs kill 1, wound 12 in Turkey 

ISTANBUL fR) Bomb blasts ripped throi^fa the offices ^ 

a Muslim youth oi^anisation and four other 
pie-electi^ violeSTkiffing one 
SoUce said on Monday. Unidentified 

at tbe offices of the pro-Muslim National Youth Foundation in 
Sb^lSndik » Sunday night. Mling 
wounding 12. The attackers escaped. Bomb Wa^ al» ro^“ 
offices of the pro-Mudim Welfare Party in suburban 
and AveUar on Monday. No one was injured ^d 
minor damage. A bomb explosion shook tiie offi^ ^ a state 
; insurance company in Sisli district on Sunday night, sfa^nng 
windows and damaging furniture but no one was hurt, rfo one 
claimed responsibility for the attacks. Police arrested two 
neople for tossing fire bombs at a municipal deparment store 
in tiie district of Besiktas on Monday. No one wm mj^. « 
wasn’t immediately dear if the assailants were affihated with 
any political group. Turkey holds nationwide muniapal 
elections on March 27. The election campaign so far hM been 
marred twto attacks oa several parQr office and candidates. 

2 dead in tanker fire in Arabian Sea 

LONDON (R) — Two people were killed and 18 missing on 
Monday after an explosion and fire engulfed a tanker in ^e 
Arabian Sea between Oman and Bombay, Lloyds Shipping 
Sernce reported. Lloyds, monitored in London, said 17 
people had been rescued alive, nine with burns, from the 
Liberian-owned tanker Stolidi. The vessel's superstructure 
had burnt out but the cargo was believed to be intact. Lloyds 
said tbe 138,765-tonne tanker was discovered on Mmday 
morning by Liberian-registered liquefied gas tanker Hilii after 
an explosion sometime on Sunday. Two people had been 
found dead and 18 were missing. The Stolidi was still afloat 
anH the fire thou^t to have died down, it said. A rescue 
operation including several vessels with medical teams were on 
their way to the scene. Lloys did not say what cargo the 
stricken ship was carrying. 

19 Pakistanis killed in UAE crash 

ABU DHABI ( AP) — Nineteen Pakistani workers were killed ■ 
vriien their minibus collided with a fe^liser-iaden truck on a 
foggy hi^iway Sunday, officials and diplomats said. The crash 
occurred on tbe road between Abu Dhabi and Al 'Ain, a city 
in Abu Dhabi emirate. The bus driver was killed, while ffie 
driver of tbe truck sur^'ved and was hospitalised in inten^ve 
care, offidals said. 2^yed Saqr Hamdan, director of tbe Abu 
Dh^ traffic and licensing department, blamed tire accident 
on reckless driving. 

Tunis .turns . away Israeli delegates’ jet 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel state television said on Sunday 
Timirian authorities tamed away an aircraft canying Israeli 
delegates to a meeting with Palestine Uberation Organisation- 
(PLO) offidals in Tunis. The Israeli executive plane was 
^ert^ to Sicily, where the delegates boaided a U.S. military ' 
jet for tbe flight to Tunis, tiie b^nnsion said in an unsourced 
report. Israeli foreign nunistry spokesman Uri i^ti said be 
knew nothing about the report^ diversion. “Tunisian officials 
<fid TUX allow the small Israeli plane carrying the delegates to 
l^d in Ttmis and it was for^ to land in Fontaiia-Rossa 
airport in SicQy,*' the television said. It gave no details of vriiy 
tiie Israeli airexaft was turned away. 

France giye9$3.45ni.1irad to 

,D^Oinr (R) — France ^' give'n 20 milHon francs .'($314^ 
million) in emergent^ aid to its former Red Sea colony of 
Djibouti drained by a two-year-old war with northern rebels. 
French Minister for Cooperation Midiel Rousstn announced 
emergency allocation in Djibouti on Saturday and prom- 
ised a substantial amount of humanitarian aid because of 
drought. “There is a genuine willingness to move towards 
national recondliation," Mr. Roussin said in a Mef reference 
to the war with the rebel Front for the Restoration of Unity 
and Democraqr (FRUD). FRUD launch^ an Afar rebellion 
against the predominantiy ethnic Somali government in 
Djibouti in late 1991. The tiny state at tbe entrance to the Red 
Sm mned independence from France in 1977. Mr. Roussin 
said France was willing if requested to mediate to bring closer 
conflicting viewpoints and would assist efforts to red^ the 
site M the Djibouti army, swollen to 15,000 because of the 
rebelhon in the north compared with 5,000 in peacetime. Mr. 
Roti^, me first French minister in four years to attend a 
meeting of a joint commission to review ocxiperation, signed 
an agreement for technical assistance for the port of Djibouti. 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport Co. 


f 


Contractors to participate in tender No. 3/94 for suppiy of spare parts 
for Its Mercedes trucks type (L&LS 2624) as per parts numbers 
and quantities attached with terms of tender. 

Contractors wishing to bid for tender can obtain copies of tender 
documents from the company Ai Qastal — Queen Alia Inti Airport 
Amman for a non-refundable fee of JD 1 20.000 (one-hundred and twenty 
Jordanian dinars) per copy bearing official documents proving their 
registration in records of trading agents or bokets. Offers should be 

submitted not later than 2:30 p.m. (Jordan local time) on Mondav tha 
25th of Aprii/1994. 'viunaay me 

Chairman General Manager 
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. BRIEF^G ON QAF WORK: Her Royal HighM Princess 
Bma Monday receiTes at her office a drifgatifln of wives of 
u«S. senatOTS wUdi arrived in Amman Sunday on a ftaF-day 
visit to Jordan. Princess biielSd members oi the 

dri^atiott On the Qneen ABa Fhnd for Devriopment*s 
(QW goab, programmes and activities m (Bering services to 
caudr en and women and its rok in rural devetopmenL The 
gronp was also briefed on QAF*s methods in ofEncing services to 
targeted sectors of foe sooety, particnlarly in tndidng and. 
prepar^ wmnoi to undertake an active role in foe sode^. Hie 
nrlegntion then visited an gvhihitiwi ,q[ ruff and otbm 
han^cnfts held at QAF. The exhibition indudes hems 
produced by QAFs projects in Amman, Madaba and Ma’an. 
Durii^ the vi^ the delegation, which arrived at an invitation 
by Prhicess **««»*, wfll be in tro du ced to Jordanian life its 
main rrottomic and social devdopment t cpwg- The ^legation's 
itinerary indudes vidts to severd projects estabfisbed by QAF 
in needy urban areas across the comitry. In line nVh die 
fotereris of the detapdiwi, a focus uS these virits wiD be m . 
QAPs edncafomai and income-generating projects for women 
whidi indnde rng- weaving, food-processing, rural maitetsand ■ 
revival of andent pottery (Petra photo) 



Mideast specialist cautions Arabs on Clinton administration 


By Tan AtaDa 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arabs 
should move quickly to re- 
sume the peace negotiations 
with Israel and hold them on 
coarse, said L. Carl Brown, a 
noted U.S. academic special- 
ist on ^Cddle Eastern affairs. 
But, he said, the Arabs 
should not be so willing to 
place their trust in the current 
U.S. government as a compe- 
tent and trustworthy broker 
for the peace talks. 

He told his audiences Mon- 
day at the Centre for 
Strategic Stinfies at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and earlier 
at Ai Urdun A1 Jadid Re- 
seardi ^ntre that the notion 
that the different stages of 
foe peace proc^ shodd be 
initial by U.S. government 
cues “is an extremely danger- 
•.ous one.” 

“The Clinton administra- 
tion is not a passive one,” he 
told foe Jordan Times in a 
brief interview. 

“But it is domestically 
oriented and doesn't have foe 
badcground and experience 
that foe Bosh administration •' 
bad in foreign policy. It is 
also obviously pro-laueii.” 

‘Tt is to foe advantage of 
ail Middle East parties for foe 
Clinton administraaon to be 


less than centrally involved in 
foe pMce talks. Not this 
admiiustration, nor any other 
U.S. preddency, should play 
so prominent a role in them.” 
He added, “don’t count on 
the U.S. government lining 
*np in the fmure on the side OT 
a Palestinian state.” 
Addressing Arab fears that 
foe U.S.* atoentioQS in foe 
U.N. Security Council vote 
on foe Hebron massacre re- 
solution dg^uiUed a change in 
its position on the status of 
East Jerusalem, be said he 
was rdatively sure that no 
such change had occnrred, 
bat “if foe Arabs indst on 
nailing down foe U.S. posi- 
tion at this time, that would 
backfire. And a change might 
be inadvertentiy t»oug^t ab- 
out.” 

“I want to stress foe im- 
portance of the bilateral 
negotiations,” Dr. Brown 
continued. “It is vital that 
they be continued and that 
they succeed. Both ddes- 
must realise the price of fai- 
lure wiU be tremencfous — 
foe Labour Pai^ wodd sum- 
marily lose foe elections, and 
the (Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation) would in 
all likelibtXKl vanish as a poli- 
tical movement. Both ddes 
are obliged to be allies.” 

“ff ^bin really does not 


want to give up foe occupied 
territories, as is scaiting to 
appear, then foe Palestinians 
should use the peace process 
to exp(^ him. Get Ratfoi on 
the train and make sure foe 
train is moving too fest for 
him to drop on.” 

He said that in his riew, 
one reason for foe agonidng- 
ly slow pace of foe negotia- 
tions was that in the Middle 
East, negotiators axe often 
hedtant to make even token 
unilateral concesdons to foe 
other dde, for fear that “this 
would be taken as a dgn of 
weakness.” 

“But because of this men-, 
tality, both ddes have gotten 
bog^d down in foe details, 
even though they face disas- 
, ter because of tins. The hard- 
' liners are gaining, and we are 
lodng time.” 

Dr. Brown told the Jordan 
Times that he believed that 
“the Palestinians should 
make foe most of accepting 
their campaign as that of a 
weaker pai^ striving cowards 
decolonisation, and not waste 
their time fretting over foe 
fact that foey are foe weaker 
dde.” 

On this point, he reminded 
his audience that foe Alge- 
rians, who had fought to end 
French rule in foe 1950s and 
1960s, bad been ar the tune in 


a sunilar . position to today's 
Palestinians. They had never 
defeated the French military 
or logisticaJIy and never 
would have actually suc- 
ceeded in doing so, but 
through their focused and 
concentrated effort over 
many years, foey bad finally 
foic^ foe French to relin- 
quish their grip on Algeria. 

Mr. Brown explained that 
the U.S.'s general pro- 
Zionist tilt “is not so much 
out of any particular senti- 
ment against the Arabs, but 
an ignorance of that aspea.” 

“There is a tendency in the 
Arab World to see a conspir- 
atorial view of how foe Zion- 
ist lobby in America. AIPAC 
(America-Israel Political 
Committee), works 

“But -foe U.S. is a mix of 
ethnic backgrounds, and just 
as Greek and Armenian 
Americans have an orienta- 
.tion towards activism in Old 
World affmrs,” so also do 
Jewish Americans who sup- 
port Zionism, he said. 

“Lobb^sm is an essential 
factor of democracy. But the 
downside is that a well- 
oiganised group focused on a 
single issue, when not 
counter-balanced by a similar 
group of ^ual strength,” can 
have a disproportionate im- 
pact on a democratic coun- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent visits Armed Forces H.Q'. 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Bigness Prince Mohammad, 
foe Regent, Monday visited foe Armed Forces General 
Headquarters where te was received by Chairman of foe Joint 
Chiefs of General Abdul Hafez hfirai Al Kaabneh and 
senior army officers. The Regent and Gen. Kaabneh discussed 
issues of concern to foe armed forces. Prince Mohammad also 
congratulated foe chairman on the 26fo anniversary of Al 
Karameh Battle. 

Jordan marks Karameh Battle anniversary 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Monday marked the 26fo 
anniversary of Al Karameh Battle in which Jordanian land 
fo^s defeated a dawn attack launched by Israel in foe central 
Jordan Valley area. On foe occadon, Qiainnan of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafez Al Kaabneh 
attended foe Armed Forces celebration in Al Karameh town, 
where be laid a wreath at the martyr's monumetiL (jen. 
Kaabneh also met with delegations representing government 
and public institutions whidi arrived at Karameh to attend foe 
celebrations. These delegations also laid wreaths at the 
monument. The celebration was attended by Balqa governor, 
Eid Al Qataineh, foe chief of staff of foe land forces, the 
assistant chairmen of the joint chiefs of staff, senior army 
officers, government offidals and dozens. Also marking the 


'ucuasitcn-, UniVMdty Prcrident-Fawzi GbaiWbeb, 

Mohday bpenS3"fi-'pfidtp exiribition'-cntitftid' “Photos from’ 
Kar^'e’b 'Aiilbi&tion of the Jcnrdan Alrab Army.*'- The 

three-day exhiUtion indudes photos depu^ng foe develop- 
ment of foe Armed Forces and foe Arabisation of the army by 
His Majesty Kng Hussein in 1956. In addition, it includes 
photos of Al Karameh Battle, as well as photos depicting foe 
humanitarian role played by foe Jordanian Armed For«s 
■ tbrongh its partidpation in peace-keeping activities in various 
parts of foe world. 

New bloc for med at L ower House 

AMMAN (Petra) — A new pafoamentary bloc, “foe Par- 
liamentary Brotherhood Bloc,” has been formed at the Lower 
House of Parliament, accorfong to Deputy Tawfiq Kreishan. 
Mr. Kreishan said that foe bloc, which in addition to him 
indudes deputies Nader Thubeirat, Salem Al Zawaideh and 
All Al Shatti, aunts to fadlitate parliamentary work in a 
manner that would serve national interests. The bloc, he said, 
would support any other trend at foe House in drafting 
legidation and talung resolutions, provided that they are 
braefidal to national interests. This bloc raises foe number of 
parliamentary blocs to seven. The other six blocs are: the 
Democratic Parliamentary Coalition, the National Action 
Front, foe blamic Action Front, foe National Jordanian 
Front, foe tndjr idem members, and foe Independrat 
Parliamentary Bio.. 


Expert urges more effort by Mideast nations 
to cooperate in improving region’s water budget 


By Ian Atallah 

^lecfa/ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The nations of 
foe Middle East must make 
greater efforts to cooperate 
together in developii^ and 
utilising their already limited 
water resources or face se- 
rious problems by foe year 
2(KX), said Murad Bino, foe 
executive director of the 
Inter-Islamic Network on 
Water Resources Develop- 
ment and Management (IN- 
WRDAM). 

“The basic common de- 

nominator of the Middle East 

countries is their lack of 
ter resources,” Mr. Bino 
said. “Ail of these countries 
will face serious water shor- 
tages within this decade, and 
thic will be a limitation on foe 
development of these coun- 
tries.” 

“If dialogue and coopera- 
tion were improved between 
these countries, and trust 
established, foe situations of 
all would be improve. Thera 
is a need for unified actions.” 

IKWRDAM, a sub-body 
of foe Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC), under foe 
administration of foe Confer- 
ence's Standing Committee 
on Science and T echno logy 
Cooperation (COMSTECH), 
was established with its hea^ 
■ quarters in Amman in 19o7. 

It currently has eight inem- 
ber countries — Jordan, 
Egypt, Tunis, Turkey, 

Niger, Bangladesh and Pakis- 


tan. 

“We are currently working 
on bringing Syria, Sudan, and 
Palestine into INWRDAM as 
member countries to estab- 
lish a dialogue between them 
and our other member coun- 
tries in foe region on their 
related water problems,” Mr. 
Bino said. 

“When water is in shortage 
it becomes a strategic re- 
source — thus, the sensitivity 
of Middle Eastern countries 
in their willingness to give 
others informatioD on foeir 
water resources. 

^‘But these coontries must 
realise that cooperation is in- 
evitable when water re- 
sources are stretched across 
international boundaries. 
Water basins, lakes and riv- 
ers do not know or work in 
accordance with political bor- 
ders and must be shared,” 

Mr. Bino smd INWRDAM 
was created by foe OIC “with 
foe purpose of establishing a 
dialogue among its memter 
countries” and thereby in- 
crease foeir coordination and 
cooperation in foe field of 
water resources development 
and management, and to 
“iden^ foe research and 
development components of 
improving foe utilisation of 
the existing resources avail- 
able in the region.” 

He saw two capacities 
where research and develop- 
ment applications could sub- 
stantially increase Jordan's 
water budget (tbe yearly 


amount of fiesh water avail- 
able for usage). 

Tbe first was additional re- 
cyclbig of used water. 

“Jordan already uses water 
in two cycles — after its 
initial use, it is often retre- 
ated and reu5(^ for irriga- 
tion. There can be an im- 
provement if we go to a full 
three-stage cycle of first 
domestic and household, 
foen industrial, and then agri- 
cultural usage of tbe same 
water,” assuming proper re- 
treatment of the water after 
each usage. 

. “This is one activity going 
on currently which shoiUd be 
expanded. As weD, it is cur- 
rently being carried out at a 
low-tech level. But if it were 
carried out at a hi^-tecb 
level,” he said, it coidd add 
15 to 20 per cent to Jordan's 

current water budget. 

The second capacity was 
die investigation of utilismg 
brackish waters, located in 
deep underground aquifers, 
which appear to be “abun- 
dant” in Jordan according to 
drilling studies , conducted 
previously, said Mr. Bino. 

llieFe are, however, two 
conent obstades to its usage, 
he stated. Tbe first is foat “a 
technical breakthrough in foe 
desalination of brackish wa- 
ter is needed. Wth tbo cur- 
rent available procedures, it 
is expensive to treat” 

“It is also currently very 
expensive to drill such deep 
wells” to foe below^ground 


levels where this water is 
located, he added. 

“But the Jordanian gov- 
ernment is seriously consider- 
ing utilising this water as a 
resource, and if new techni- 
ques are developed, used and 
proved viable, foen other 
countries can benefit from 
these methods as well.” 

As for -NWROAM itself, 
Mr. Bino ..aid,* “we are pre- 
sently at the stage where we 
are still a relatively new orga- 
nisation. On this basis, we 
are concentrating for now 
primarily on establishing a 
solid programme of a data 
network and quality services 
for our current member 
countries, in order to gain a 
credibility base” with the 
OIC countries as a whole. 

Among INWRDAM's im- 
portant activities for foe fu- 
ture, Mr. Bino listed its 
efforts to expand and develop 
its data base on foe water - 
resources of OIC countries 
and a piroject to improve the 
quality and accuracy of the 
water data collected by its 
member countries, “as the 
current information is not al- 
ways reliable and accurate.” 

INWRDAM is also com- 
piling a standardised water 
information catalogue for its 
member countries and is 
working on training the mid- 
dle management employees 
of its members who work in 
water resources manage- 
ment, he added. 


try’s foreign policy in that 
area, he said. 

As to how to deal with 
AIPAC’s influence. Dr. 
Brown said that “the Arate 
foould not be so sensitive to 
congressional resolutions if 
foey mean nothing on the 
ground. Such things fooutd 
not distract and divert Arab 
attention. 

“Know how to play to the 
fears, hopes and prejudices 
of foe ofoer side and the 
public, and don't shoot your- 
self in the foot with what you 
say. The Israelis know how to 
play to the U.S. public. And 
the Arabs all too often do 
not.” 

Dr. Brown, a historian and 
Professor Emiritus in Foreign 
Affairs at Princeton Universi- 
ty has written or contributed 
to some 10 books, covering a 
diverse range of kfiddle East- 
ern issues. His publications 
include; Tunisia: The Politics 
of 'Modeniisatioa: Interna- 

tional Politics in the. Middle 
East: Old Rules, Dangerous 
Game: Centrestage; Amer- 
ican Diplomacy since World 
War Two; and, foe Con- 
tinuing Ottoman Legacy in 
foe Middle East and South- 
east Europe. 

Dr. Brown is on a USIS 
(U.S. Information Service) 
sponsored tour of tbe region. * 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

EXHUmONS 

iV Exhibition of heritage 
(Jordanian fashions, 
wooden sculptures, fresh 
and dried flowers, and 
cards) at the University of 
Jordan. 

•tr Exhibition by Syrian 
artists Abdnl Manan 
Shamma, Khali H Afanoz, 
and Maindooh KaaMaw at 
Ab’aad Art Gallery. 

■tr ExhilHtion of scnlptures 
and drawings by Jorda- 
nian sculptor Samer Tab- 
baa. Also showing 
'^permanent” exhibition 
■of 54 Arab contemporary 
artists at Dar^ Al Fnnnn 
et the Abdnl Hameed SImh 
man Foundation in Jabal 
Lnweibdeh (Td. 643251/ 
2 ). 

'fr Exhibition entffled “Wri- 
ters Do Draw” by Jamal 
N^ji, Ibrahim Nasrallah, 
and Farouq Wadi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

■tr Plastic art exhUritioa by 
Syrian artists Abdnl Qad- 
er A 220 DZ and Aoun Ai 
Droubi at the Phoenix Gal- 
lery for Art and Cuftore 
(Td. 695291). 

fr ExhOntmi by artist Amer 
Mohammad Rashad enti- 
tled **A Thousand and 
One ra^ts” at the Royal 
Cnltnral Centre. 

fr Exhibition by artists Tman 
Khalifefa and Hamed 
Rashed at the Royal Cnttn- 
ral Centre. 

tr Exhibition by artist Shaw- 
kat AI Rnbai'y at the Orfh- 
li Art Gallery in Um 
Ufodna ad. S26932) 

ABC WEEKLY 
NEWS 

ir ABC Weekly News Htyh- 
i^ts and the MacN^ 
Lehrer News Boor at the 
Amolcan Center at 5:00 
p.m. 

LECTURES 

^ Lecture on music by scho- 
lar Bassem Petros at 
Darat Al Fumm ei the 
Abdnl H«meed Sbrnnan 
Founda jd in Jabal 
Lnwdbddi at 6:00 p.m. 

tr Lecture on Che negotia- 
tioiis, peace process, and 
foe lat^ developments in 
the Arab arena by Mr. 
Marwan Dudin at the 
Arab Youth Forum at 5:00 


Palestine council to hold 
applicant interviews soon 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine 
Council for Economic De- 
velopment and Reconstruction 
(PECDAR) U processing ap- 
plications from experts in 
taxes, customs and financial 
administration and plans to 
conduct personal interviews 
late this month and early next 
month. 

Jawad Naji, bead of the 
Palestine Liberation Or^isa- 
tion's (PLO) Economic De- 
partnient in Amman, saic 
there was a good response to 
advertisements in foe past two 
months inviting applications 
from qualified candidates in 
the Arab World and else- 
where. 

More than 95 per cent of all 
applicants are Palestinians and 
the rest were both Arabs and 
non-Arabs, Dr. Naji said, 
adding foat the priority of the 
council was to select heads of 
departments who will then be 
given leeway to set up foe 
departments and recruit foeir 
support $taff. 

*nie 13-member PECDAR 
was established in late 1993 as 
PLO Chairman Yasser Aj^t 
as its head and Farouk Kad- 
doumi, chief of the PoKticsd 
Department of foe PLO, and 
Mohammad Zuhdi Nashashibi. 
head of tbe Economic Depart-' 
ment of the PLO, as bis two 
deputies. 

Ofoer members of foe ooun- 


cil are; Ahmad Koreia 
(director-general). Hassan 
Abu Libdeh and Sari Nus- 
seibeh (deputy directors- 
general), Sufian AI Sultan, 
Ibrahim Dikkeh, Nabil Qassis, 
Mohammad Sammouri, Khalil 
Al Hindi, Yousef Sayegh, 
Anton Zahlan and Nabil Shar- 
if. • 

The council is entrusted with 
devising a structure for econo- 
mic development and adminis- 
tration for foe occupied teiri- 
tories during the five-year 
Palestinian autonomy period 
envisaged in the Sept. 13 
Israel-PLO accord. 

It will also draw up plans for 
development projects in the 
occupied territories hnd act as 
a conduit for international 
assistance to support Palesti- 
man self-rule as envisaged in 
the autonomy accord. 

Dr. Naji rejected sugges- 
tions that pressure from 
donors, who have pledged 52 
billion in aid to the Palesti- 
nians, had prompted the coun- 
ts to look for talent outside foe ' 
PLO. Reports have suggested 
foat foe donors were insisting 
that foe council be adminis- 
tered by qualified economic 
experts rather than political 
appointees. 

He said the council had 
established a good rapport 
with the World Bank, which is 
coordinating foe international 
effort to financially support 
Palestinian self-rule and de- 
velop foe Palestinian economy. 

The interviews that the 


council plans to conduct in 
Tunis, Jerusalem and else- 
where this month and next 
month will be with applicants 
for the posts of directors of 
treasury, budget, financial' 
administration, internal audit, - 
tax and customs as well as 
computer experts. 

“We have to have a stream- , 
lined state economy with no* 
less responsibilities and tunc-- 
rions than those of a foil gov- . 
ernment,” said Dr. Naji. “As 
such, every aspect of a national* 
economy has to be addres^.’* 

The council expects that k' 
needs $400 million for running- 
costs during the first year of 
Palestinian autonomy. A meet-' 
ing of a steering comminec'. 
supervising aid for Palestinians, 
decided in January to allocate 
up to $160 million to help start 
autonomy. 

“That is foeir estimate, but 
we believe that the 5400 mil- 
lion figure reflects more accur- 
ately our actual needs,” said 
Dr. Naji. 

He said contacts were con-* 
tinuing between the council 
and the steering committee. 
The panel is meeting in Paris! 
this week to review the prog- 
ress of self-rule arrangements 
and review allocation of funds, 
for specific projects. 

Some of the donors have- 
already allocated part of their' 
pledges to various U.N. agen-* 
cies already working in the 
occupied territories. 



HISTORY TEACHING REVIEWED: History 
scholars Monday participate in the first day 
of three-day seminars desi^^ned to lanncfo 
greater cooperatikm among Arab universi- 
ties in the teaching td* histo^. Organised by 
the Assodation ot Arab Univodties (AAU) 


in cooperation with the University Jm*- 
dan» Yannouk and Mntah univo'sities, the. 
oftouog day was hosted at tbe University of * 
Jordan. The second and third days wiU be 
hosted by Yannonk and Mntah oniversities. 


JTV to air Friday in-depth news hour 


By Elia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Radio and Television Cor- 
poration (JTV) announced 
that every Friday beginning 
March 25 foe half-hour Ara- 
bic “News at Eight” prog- 
ramme on Channel 1 will be 
extended to 60 minutes of 
news reports and analysis 
from Jordan and other 
sources. 

On Channel II (the foreign 


language channel), JTV will 
begin broadcasting a Jorda- 
nian drama series with subti- ■ 
ties in English plus other 
Jordanian-made programmes 
in an effort to encourage 
local productions and rely 
less on imported program- 
fnes: 

“Hubub Al Reeh” (The 
Blowing Wind), the first dra- 
ma series to aired begin- 
ning April 1, depicts Pales- 
tine under the British man- 
date and the 1948 Arab- 


Israeli war, according to Ibra- 
him Shahzadeh, JIV acting 
director ^neral. He said foe 
same series was televised on 
Channel I about 10 years ago. 

Mr. Shahzadeh, who work- 
ed for Radio Jordan and then 
Jordan Television since 1957. 
was appointed acting director 
of foe corporation by In- 
formation Minister Jawad 
Anani following the resigna- 
tion of the former director 
general. Radi Alkhas. 











GERMAN RADIO JOURNALISTS 
MEET IN AMMAN: The German Broad- 
casting Network (ARD) Monday b^jns its 
three-day re^onai meeting in Amman to discuss 
pertaining to radio journafinn and major 
developments in the Middle East re^n, parti- 
cularly the peace process. “We chose Amman 
for its cent^ location in the r^lon and foe 
luyor role Jordan plays in the peace process,” i 
said Jorg Kaminski, head of foe Amman ARD 
office. “We are here to disenss foe peace 
process, which is of tremendous interest In 
Germany and of coordination among our 

offices in tbe repon in covoii^ its develop- 


ments,” he ARD is cmisidmd the largest 
network in Europe with SO dfflerent radio 
programmes, more than 23,000 employees and 
over 100,000 freelancers. Partidpating in the 
meeting are representatives td ARD offices in 
Td Aviv, Cairo, Cyprus (which covers Turkey, 
Iran and Greece), Jerusalem and Amman. Also 
attemUng are editors-in-chief of the Council of 
Radio a^ Tdevidon Stations in Gmnany. The 
team Sunday met with Information Minister 
Jawad Anani and discussed with him*“i$5ues 
potaining to foe peace process and Jordan's 
role in it ” (Photo by Rana Hnsseini) 
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Wrong target 


IT WAS unfortunate for Jordan that the U.N. 
Security Council, under pressure from the U.S. 
and Britain, decided last week to extend the 
sanctions imposed on Iraq indefinitely — de- 
spite the fact that Iraq has complied with most 
if not all of the Security Council resolutions, 
especially those related to arms control. This 
extension of the sanctions was forced by the 
Americans and the British despite favourable 
reports by U.N. envoys and inclination on the 
part of the other council members — France, 
Russia and China — to start lifting the sanc- 
tions regime. The councU’s decision, of course, 
did not take into consideration the fact that the 
sanctions are having tremendously negative 
results on the Iraqi people and are doii^ so 
little to change the Iraqi regime itself. Furth- 
ermore, the sanctions are takii^ their toll on 
Jordan, which has lost hundreds of millions of 
doUars already as a result of abiding by them. 


While trade is bring freely practised all along 
the Iraqi borders with Iran, Turk^/ and Syria, 
the American-led U.N. naval force targets 
Aqaba, Jordan’s only sea outlet, for a hm^h 
reg;ime of inspection. The Jordanian leadership 
and Jordanian officials have repeatedly com- 
'plained to the U.S. government over such an 
unfair treatment. And U.S. officials, including 
Secretary Warren Christopher duri^ his last 
visit here, have repeatedly promised to address 
the matter. So far nothing has materialised. 
This state of affairs is of course unacceptable. 
Jordan is being itself blockaded and by its 
so-called friends. Jordanian businesses are 
losing in terms of delays and diversions of cargo 
and harassments by the U.N. naval force. 
Under international law, a sea blockade is 
considered to be war. 


Jordan has over the decades proved itself a 
respected and respectful member of the inter- 
national community and an adherent of the 
U.N. charter and its resolutions. Especially as 
pertains to the Gulf crisis, the Kingdom has 
abided by all the Security Council resolutions. 
For these reasons we feel that the U.S., despite, 
protestations to the contrary, is targetting the 
countiy- for no good reason at all. The U.S., 
therefore, needs to realise that such policies are 
counterproductive and threaten both the well- 
being of Jordan and the much-aspired to peace 
in (he region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COL11MN1S1' in Al Ra'i Monday described this week's visit 
to Oman and Qatar by His Majesty King Hussein as yet one 
more effort in his ongoing endeavours to reestablish Arab 
solidarily following years of estrangement and poor relations 
among Arab tegimes. Praising the leasts of Oman and Qatar 
for working on upholding the higher national interests. Tareq 
Masarweh said that regardless of their side differences, the 
Arab states should realise that they have a common interest as 
they arc facing n common destiny. Oman and Qatar have 
refrained from severing relations with other Arab states during 
the Gulf crisis and have been constantly seeking reconciliation 
among the .Arabs at large, he pointed out. Qatar, for its part. 
hu.s been presenting to viewers daily television programmes 
deptcTing the suffering of the Iraqi |wople and. together with 
Oman, the Gulf state has been joining hands with King 
Hussein to bring about reLxinciUation between the conflicting 
regimes of the Arab World, he added. The writer expressed 
hope that the King's visit would open the way for a wider 
pan-Arab solidarity that would help boost the Arab Nation's 

strength. 


COMMENTING ON the recent U.N. Security Coundl's 
decision to retain (he embargo on Iraq, a columnist in Al Ra*i 
Arabic daily said th.it the decision was in fact an .American 
decision, aether .Amencin stab in the back of the Arab 
Nation and an insult to the .Arab people. Fahed Fanek said 
that the United States, which has influenced this resolution, 
was the perpetrator of the massacre committed against the 
Iraqi people in 1991. The U.S. atrocities against the Iraqis 
continue with the perpetuation of the sanctions which are 
aimed at starving the women and children, he charged. Noting 
that hundred.^ of thousands Of Iraqis have died as a direct 
result of the sanctions. The w'riter said that the U.S. adminis- 
tration's embargo on Iraq represents an open invitation to 
people to rcsoit to acts nf terrorism, extremism and hatred in 
the Middle ^t- Criticising the Arab countries for their 
submission to the American-influenced U.N. sanctions, the 
writer said it is regrettable that the Arab slates axe allowing 
themselves to be accessories to this dastard crime. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Kboori 


Mideastern nationhood, idiots and the march of history 

^ csw, th^ artificiality ot somo states 

turbulent region arc two. first, the artin 


The end of the cold war and the dismantling of the 20tb 
century Soviet empire have unleashed forces of nationalism, 
regionalism and state configuration that were frozen for most, .. 
of this century , as we witness in the former Yugoslavia and -tiie 
nationalistic struggles under way in some of the Asian-lslamic 
former Soviet republics. 

National reconfiguration, however, goes well beyond the' v 
former Soviet Union, and should be of urgent importance to 
the peoples of the Middle East. A provOGitive article by4l 
Robert Kaplan in the New York Times MagazineJlast month^*-. 
has prompted an important debate about the current and^i 
future status of the countries of the Middle East and of Central » 
Asia, in view of the historic changes that are underway in both 
areas. ^ • 

ITie basic thesis of the Kaplan article is that the modenr,'- 
countries in the Middle East (essentially the .Levant are! 
artificial creations that cannot survive in their present, form ' 
and that we will witness the«ame sort of turmoil, vioienee and 
national reconfiguration that are under way iiTEastem Europe 
.and Central Asia. His thesis is agon'isingly provocative. 
Kaplan writes: ■ 

“Like Yugoslavia, all these Arab states were artifici^ 
creations of post-World War I peace treaties that represented 
the imperial powers’ best attempt to impose order in the chaos 
that followed the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. The notion . 
that these states — little more than lines drawn on a map by 
Winston Churchill and others — will have an uneventful 
transition to legitimising-democratic rule is rather tenuous.^ 

“If history is a narrative, the Arab-Israeli conflict, as an»> 
appendage of the cold war, has been a long and biood^ 
ftetnoie. As that footnote condudes, we return to the nuun<* 
stoiy. whose theme is not what new alliances will emerjge, but*: 
which states from the post-World War I peace treaties \ i 
survive... Given what has happened in the Balkans and in'die .. 
Caucasus states, it is naive not to expect redefining, even- 
violent, turmoil in the Arab World." ' ' '• 

Kaplan says that as history “resumes" in the fialkansi,^ 
Central Asia and the Middle East, the influence of Turkey otiilf 
the states of its former Ottoman Empire will increase “asf 
nearby dictatorships slowly crumble." He also suggests that' 
Turkey's four decades experimentation wiA coherent 
nationhood and democracy may provide a relevant model of 
democratisation in the no^westem (Balkan) and southeast- 
ern (Arab-Levantine) of the former Ottoman Empire. 

These are intriguing ideas that merit widespread, public 
discussion throughout this region. -The fact that they ^a^d«, r f 
presented in an article by an American sdidar also repeats a^ 
pattem that has become almost routine since the end of the ' 
cold war. Kaplan's article should be seen, along with the “end* 
of history" article by Fukuyama and the “dash m dvilisations'' 
article by Huntington, as troubling confirmation of the current 
global reality: £e transnatioi^ intellectual debate a^ut 
national identity, and statehood in the Middle East and other= 
parts of the world is increasingly initiated and defined by; 
American and other western authors. 

There is both truth and nonsense in what Kaplan writes. 

Many of the novel states that have comprised the mo^rn 
Balkans, the Caucasus and the Levant share a shaky lustoiic^ 
foundation. Some of them have already unravelled, a- few are^ 
plagued by intense stress, and others remain artifidally locket^ 


in the troubling brand of Oriental authoritarianism that has 
been a hallmark of the modem Middle East. 

The consequences of freeing the geo-politi^ and militarise 
tic forces that have kept these regions frozen since mid-oentary 
— what Kaplan aptly calls “the resumption of hi«ory” — ^ 
not yet clear. The sentiments and forces that will determine 
what our region looks like in several decades, however, are 
' already very clear. Among die most important ones are Islam, 
Arabism, tribalism, echiwicy, patriari^y, communalism and 
the rising power of commerdalism — Arab nationalist and 
Islamic slogans are hard to spot on the streets of the Arab 
World today in between the forests of Coca Cola and Reebok 
signs. 

Democracy — at least the brand of participatoiy, republics 
democracy that was born in France and the United States in 
the late 18th century and that has spread to the four cornets of 
the globe — is culturally and politically novel, if not alien, to 
our region. Yet, all the Arab/Islamic people in our region are 
struggling to develop new political cultures that are essentially 
democratic in spirit and form. The nature of “democracy" in 
our region, however, will be rather different from the 
democratic traditions of Western EuropM and North America 
^ because in order to be stable and meaningfiil, Levantine 
democracy will have to be based on communal Arah/Islamic 
colni^ traditions atui social values that are very different 
from the western emphasis on individual rights. 


turbulent region arc two.^i,^ between 

that suffer economic shipped i^xo 

their populations systems of aumcraiic 

the negative; and seexmd, the 


**AII tbe Arab/Islamic people in our region are 
struggling to develop new political cultures 
that are essendaUy democratic in spirit and 
form. Tbe nature of *democracy’ in our 
region, however, will be rather different...be- 
cause in order to be stable and meaningful, 
Levantine democracy will bare to be based on 
communal Arab Islamic cultural traditions 
and social values that are very different from 
the western emphasis on individual rights.’^ 


llie debates about Middle Eastern “democratisation" and 
about how long the existing Arab states can endure cannot be 
separated from one another. The birth of a modem, more 
le^nsive Arab-.pQGticaJ culture is deeply tied to the capacity 
of the ei^Rg states to respond to ^ir people’s ri^ts, ne^ ' 
and aspirations. Tbe end of the cold war and the impending 
resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict bave coincided with tbe 
obvious, massive and pervasive failure of most, but not all, of 
the existing Arab states to meet the socio-economic and 
political ne^ of their people. 

Therefore, most Arab countries are in tbe grip of tense 
domestic confrontations between people who are struggling to 
meet their basic needs and re^mes that are struggling to retain 
their grip on power. This situation prevails in some of the 
artificial new states that were bom in tbe post-colonial 
statehood jamboree, but also in states that enjoy a credible 
'and long historical identity (such as Egypt, Iran and Turkey). 
This suggests to me that tbe root causes of tbe problems in our 


the negative; and secOTo. me ^ 

poUtical goyemmee tot “^ggioiis pluralism to be 

mffionns of political, social aud idcologic 

societies endure while our national structures rattle ma Maze 
fafoa“ our people have been defining tbe pro« of national 
Sid hi^riSwlDrion for the last, oh, ten thou^ ye^ 

At many major historical junctu^, the ^ 

Middle East evolved new soaal-naoonal 
political systems that suited th^cultural v^um ^d^n^ 
raioenvironmental conditions. TJ?*? .***PP?^ 
history in the Natufian and NeoUthic peno^. 

8 000 years ago; when the very concept <rf naoonhi^ and 
smtehood were bom; and again and again throughout ite 
Qassical, Byzantine and early and mcdie^^ Islamic pen<^. 

There is no other r^on in the world whose histoncal 
experience with viable nationhood is as old ^d m rich as om. 
The whole point of the political and soaal diall^ges that 
contemporary Middle Eastern regimes now fa<» ^m their 
people fc^at the people of the Middle East are h^ at wort 
once again, trying to redress the balance of their distorted 
statehood, dependent economies and battered psyches. New 
countries will emerge and existing ones will fedc away, as bu 
happened in our lands for thousands of years. Some Arab 
countries will disappear because they do not make sense. 
Others will endure and flourish because they have proven 
themselves to be credible and meaningful to their people. 

In other words, the birth and death of nations in the ^ddle 
E^ does not r^ect only our suffering the retributions of 
history, but also our malting of history. We are not the slaves 
of history; we are its practitioners — and if we are d^er and 
diligent enough, perhaps even its masters. Changes will occur 
in this region just as they have in the Balkans and Centrd 
Asia, and Kaplan is coirea to look at the countries of this 
broa^T geographic region as ones that will experience parallel 
transfoitnations from the 20tfa to the 21st centuries. 

One hopes that as we make history, we. can also make a 
' greater contribution to the international scbolariy arid inteUec- 
tiiai debate about these enormous, and enormously important, 
subjects. One reality about the mardi of history that we bave 
not sufficiently grasped is that, in today's smaller world, the 
discussion about the march of history is almost as important as 
the process df historical diange itself. We allowed the West to 
define us at the start of the 20th century: we would look like 
stark, raving idiots to allow tbe West to t^ne us again at the 
start of the 21st century. 


19S4 Rami G. Khouri 


Serbs could join 
Muslim-Croat union , 
but at a price 


By ABson Smale 
The Associated Piess 


BELGRADE — Muslim and 
Croat leaders signed agree- 
ments in Washington Friday 
to create a Bosnia Federa- 
tion. putting the Bosnian 
Serbs under pressure to give 
up some of the land they 
gained in battle. But they will 
yield only if permitted strong 
ties with Serbia proper. 

That would effectively 
break up the war-wracked 
Bosnian state which the Mus- 
lim-led government, the big- 
gest lo^r of the war, has 
fought so bitterly to preserve. 

Currently, the Muslim- 
Croat Federation's controls 
only 30 per cent of Bosnia. 
Serbs have the rest, hence 
U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
strong plea at the signing 
ceremony Friday to the Serbs 
to join in reaching an overall 
peace. 

Bosnian Serbs have indi- 
cated in the post week they 
could join the U.S. -backed 
federation, and give up .some 
of the territory "they hold. 

Reacting to 'Mr. 'Clinton's 
bid to bring Serbs into the 
process. Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic said late 
Friday that Serbs are ready to 
cooperate but would insist on 
equal treatment, including 
lifting of sanctions against 
Serb-dominated Yugoslavia.. 

But their terms and the- 
amouni of land they would 
relinquish are not yet enough 
for the Muslims and Croats. 

“The maximum we can 
gi\e to the Muslims and 
Croats is 45 cent." said 
Momcilo Krajisnik, president 
of the self-styled Bosnian 
Serb .Assembly. 

Bosnia's Muslim President 
.Alija Izetbegoric says the 
new federation would need 
about 60 per cent of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina to be viable. 

Senior U.S. officials have 
hinted the settlement should 
be about 50-50. If Bosnia's 
Serbs do not concede. 
Washington could encourage 
the lifting of the international 
arms embargo that has 
weakened the Muslims and 
Croats against superior Serb 
firepower. 

liie Bosnian Serbs also 
want stronger ties with their 
neighbour. Serbia proper. In 
effect, they would be mem-, 
bers to some degree of the 
new Bosnian Federation, but 
also have ties to Serbia — 
which ultimately could prove 


stronger than any allegiance 
to the newly constructed Bos- 
nian state. 

The argument over land is 
crucial to an overall peace 
settlement, which Washing- 
ton. Moscow and Western 
Europe must pressure the 
three warring factions into 
making. 

In the process, the Rus- 
sians and Americans also 
want to resolve the burning 
issue of the Serb minorityu 
Croatia. 

- Croatia's Serbs ct^ured 
one third of Croatia:, in a 
six-month war in 1991. -It 
ended with an-uneasy LLN.- 
brokered truce in January 
1992. but igitited tbe much 
fiercer three-way war in Bos- 
nia, where up to 200.000 peo- 
ple are dead or missing. 

Without a solution Jor 
Croatia's Serbs, a Bosnian 
peace settlement is im- 
possible. 

Serbia's hard-line Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic, the 
key power broker in the re- 
gion, has Tdcemly indicated 
' he is willing to accept a peace 
settlement in Bosnia and 
Croatia. By doing so, he 
hopes the tough international 
sanctions that have helped 
cripple Serbia's economy 
would be lifted. '' 

Russian and American en- 
voys are expMed in Bel- 
grade in coming weeks ^ 
shuttle diplomacy intensiffed 
to calm almost three^ars of 
Balkan bloodshed. ^ 
America's intervention 
now has helped reforge the 
Muslim-Croat alliance which 
existed when armed Serbs 
rebelled in .March 1992 
against the vote by Bosnia's 
Muslims and Croats to leave 
the SerbHjominated Yugos- 
lav Federation. 

A year ago. Muslims and 
Croats started battling fieFoe- 
iy over Bosnian lerritor^left 
untouched by the Serteu Now 
that they are reimitedv 
Washington envisages some 
kind of loose union between 
the new Bosnian Federation 
formed Fridaiy and ne^- 
bouring Crotii. 

That has encouraged die 
Bosnian Serbs to in«5t on a 
similar association with &r- 
bia proper ^ . s > 

Bosnian^tfr Icachw Piftr. j 
van Karadric 

envoy Vitaly Churiein last 
week that the Serbs would 
consider joining the federa- 
tion only if permitted close 
ties with' Serbia. 


A growing conflict 


__ 1 

Territorial disputes continue to fuel 
Greek-Turkish antagonism 


Ify Wes Jonasson 


AN UNINTENDED con- 
sequence of tile end of the 
Cedd War as reflected in the 
Conveati onai Forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty bas 
been to engender an arms 
fanOd-up in both Greece and 
Thrkey, which could lead 
these two NATO “allies” 
(but old antagonists) into 
open oonflicL War in Bosnia 
tbe potential for conffict 
involviDg ethnic Albanians in 
Kos^ and Macedonia, not 
to mention Gr eece ’s over 
hostility to the latter, add 
more layers of tension to 
relations already strained 
over Cyprus, the Aegean and 
ethnic 'Ihrks in Thr^. 


Ikm in U.S. forei^ mOrtaiy 
sales, enabHng it to purdtase 
advanced state-of-the-art 
weaponry. It has ordered 40 
additional F-16 fig^iter air- 
craft and 12 Apa^ attack 
helicopters and w31 tdee de- 
liveiy of 28 surplus F4 Phan- 
toms and 36 A-7 aircraft. It 
has acquired four additional 
naval destroyers and set fri- 
gates and is bui lding four 
more. Under CFE, quantities 
of artilleiy, armoom pe^ 
sonnel carriers and ammuni- 
tion stocks have also been 
received. 


scr^ for 18 months’ compul- 
sory serrice. 


Potential flashpoints 


While die CFE*s main pur- 
pose is to reduce force levels 
in central Emope, it pennits 
Gre e ce to keep 1,73S tanks in 
hs inventory, fo Greece 
listed 1,116, a mixed bag of 
M-478, M-488 and AMX's. 
Ifowever, nnder NATO’s 
sontbem regjtm amendment 
(die “Cascade" programme), 
botii G reec e and Ttaikey are 
acquiring surplus weapons 
from ofoer member coun- 
tries. Over die past two years 
Greece has eitfaer imported 
or refitted over IflOO M-M 
main battle tanks, very sig- 
nificant uq^rade. The same is 
true of Tu^y. Listing 3,'TOO 
tanks in 1987, Ankara is in 
the process of aeqairng 1,600 
M-605. 


Tank transfers in 1992 
along involving Greece and 
Tork^ beaded a list pob- 
Bsbed by the United Nations 
last October, “Tbe greatest 
cause for concern 'in die U.N. 

is the Gieek-Tor- 
kish aims race" stated Nata- 
lie Goldiing, depuqr director 
of the British-American 
Secuii^ Information Coim- 
c3, an ind^iendeDt researdi 
oiganisatiott widi offices in 
London and Washington. 
The U.S. report^ diat it 
eatported 492 tanks to Greece 
and 577 to Tnikey. Greece 
daimed 447 imports, 347 
the ULS. and 100 from 
Netberiands. - Germany 
sent 11 tanks to Turkey. 

In three years under con- 
servative Prime Minister- 
Constantine Mitsotakis, 
G re e ce absorbed over $1 bil- 


However, Ankara’s cur- 
rent armed forces upgrade 
dwarfs that of Athens (M^- 
443). With a wizKffidl of $3 
billion as a reward for its 
actions during the (3tilf crisis. 
TuAey has embarked on a 
modernisation programme 
since 1988 wfaidi may cost 
over SlO billion. A k^ in- 
dicator of where Turkey 
stands today is the feet diat it 
is co-prodndi% 160 F-16s, as 
well as guns and turrets mth a 
French company. Apart bom 
projected F-16 sales to, the 
Middle East, Thri^ plans 
to add 160 aircrafts to its own 
inventory. 

Set to receive 100 surplus 
fa^copter guDshops from the 
U.S., Jnri^ has ordered 95 
Sikorsky Blackfaawks for 
$1.37 billion (r e portedly die 
largest'U.S. Erm Bank loan 
guarantee ever). 



Already co-producing 
armoured fighting vefaieles in 
cooperation with the U.S. 
FMC company, Turkey will 
biqr 74 armoui^ penomiel 
carriers for its poliw. Other 
projects upgrading 
4 and F-5 filters, aerial re- 
foelling and leconoaissance, 
km-level air defence, and SI 
billion for military com- 
munications. 

Ifoving deployed the 
largest army m NATO, the 
Turks are reducing it from 
600,000 to create a mobile 
strike forceof 3%JX)0by tbe 
late 1990s. Given its pro- 
jected aoquisitioas of new 
equipment, h win hold un- 
questioned superiority over 
the Greeks whose armed 
forces have a total stxeQgtb of 
About 200,000. Both con- 


. There are three piindpal 
potential flashpoints. The &st 
is Cyprus, ft reqxmse to what 
Prerident Glaflcos Qerides of 
Cyprus calls a new and dis- 
turbing bnfld-tqi of Turkish 
occupation form on tthe di- 
rided Island, the recentiy re- 
elected Greek Prime hfinister 
Andreas Papandreon, has 
agreed to inclnde Cyprus in 
Greece’s defence sphere. 
This' has provoked hftpicosff 
talk in Athens and in Ank- 
ara, but more important^, an 
adtfitional element of insta- 
biliqr wfli be injected into the 
sitoatimi should Athens also 
agree to derides* request to 
send additional military 
for^ to the island. A Greek 
dSvision will not greatly 
strengthen Cyprns* ertering 
defences, but it could ^paik 
off war tf Greek and Tnrkisb 
troops become involved in a 
seriems inddenL 

Tbe second flasfapmnt is 
the A^ean: die Greek navy 
dominates the Aegean anH a 
“forward policy" adopted by 
Athens has bolstered Greek 
island defences opposite the 
Turkish mamland. The Turks 
maintain sizeable military 
forces, including 100 fleet- 
lantfing craft, in the area 
Turkey questions the right of 

Greece to fortify the eastern 

Aegean under the 1923 Trea- 
ty of Lausanne (Athens 
damis that the Montreux 
Convention of 1936 and the 
^ras Delcaration give them 
^ rijgbt); and, periodically 
tiannishes bave occurred, 
whether it has been seramb- 
hng jets or bolding naval ex- 
ercises. Greeks and Turks 
h^ gone “nose to nose" 
™ dangerous results. Ih 
1987 Papandreon threatened 

of a Turiosh ofl exploration 
vessel into wbat are hotly 
conte^ waters. The possi- 
ble existence of off-shore pet- 
roleum deposits increases 

renewed 
ooundaiy (fisputes. 

The Greek region of 

**** *ltird potential 
flashpoint, IS a thin strip of 
temto^ bordered on\l 


north by Bulgaria and on die 
east of T)irl^. It has a Mus- 
lim majority population 
whidi accuses the govern- 
ment of disaimmation. Ank- 
ara attmnpts, with sane sn^ 
cess, to keep dm issue of 
’Turidsh” xi^ts alive. Occa- 
sionally chronic tensions 
erupt in sldmiiriies at the 
Eito river tprder. 

'The last gesture of 
friendship e:q>ressed between 
these two neighbours was tbe 
attendance by Mr. Mitsotakis 
at the funeral of President 
Ozal last April. Siaae that 
time the atmosphere has re-' 
mained clouded by Turkey’s 
outspoken eagerness to 
widen its role with NATO in 
Bosnia, and a very active 
diplomacy which has seen 
Foreign Minister Cetin and 
senior defence officials travel 
a well worn, path between 
Ankara, Sofia, Skopje and 
Tirana, cutting across what 
many in Athens like to think 
of as a Greek-Serb axis. A 
flood of illegal AJlranians into 
Greece, the plight of the 
Grwk minority in Albania 
and a bitter quarrel with the 
former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, inflamed recent- 
ly by Athens’ denial of Mace- 
donia’s access to the Gredt 
port of Salonika, not to men- 
tion Turkey’s testing of re- 
^onal Wilis, has more often 
than not led Greek leaders to 
wrap themselves in die flag 
and populist nationalism. 

Most recently w^nkara has 
accused Athens of supporting 
what It has chosen to call 
terrorism” because of 
Greece s adamant refusal to 
ban an information office 
a^ociated with the PKK. 

indications 
A'Jjara intends to 
Aegean island 

comnSt flank into 

wmplete disarray, with Tur- 

vetoed the set- 
tingup of a NATO command 
Greece coun- 
•4? all such plans 

^ iine is that an arms. 

relatioTK ^ieteriorating 

?n r allies who 
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Excavations in south Jordan uncover the cave 
J hnd monastery of Saint Lot, ^a righteous man’ 
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By Rami G. Khoori 

Special to the Jordan Times 

This is the first of two articles 
Of} receat scholarly work ia the 
Gbor AJ Safi region along the ' 
soutbeestern shore o/tbe Dead 
Sea. This firsr part looks at the 
excavations of the cave and 
monastery of St. Lot. 

On a steep hillside overlookirTg 
the fertile plain of Ghor A1 San 
along the southeastern shore of 
the Dead Sea, excavation and 
conservation work is con- 
dnuii^ on one of the most 
exciting archaeological dis- 
coveries in Jordan in recent 
years — the Cave and Sanctu- 
ary of St. Lot. 

The site was first reported by 
the Canadian scholar Burton 
MacDonald during his survey 
of the area in 1986, and in 1987 
s^vations started under the 
Sirection of the Greek-Amer- 
ican scholar Konstantinos D. 
PoHtU, of the Department of 
Medieval and L^ter Anti- 
cities at the British Museum 
in London. Four seasons of 
excavations have uncovered 
virtually the entire complex, 
revealing an important biblic- 
al-Byzantine site that promises 
to become an important stop 
on the touristic itinerary of 
. modem Jordan. » 

Lot, the son of Abraham’s 
brother Haran, is first men- 
tioned in the Bible in Genesis 
11:31. After a quarrel between 
Lot's and Abraham's herds- 
men, Lot and his followers left 
. Abr^am arid headed for the 
well watered region of the 
Dead Sea Plain, settling in the 
city of Zoar, modem Safi 
(whidt is depicted on the 6th 
century Byzantine mosaic map 
■ of Palestine in Madaba). 

According to the Genesis 
accounts, when God was 
angered by the immoral be- 
haviour of the people of the 
cities of iSodomj and Gomor- 
rah, He d^royed the two 
cities but sent angels to rescue 
.Lot (mentioned in the Bible 
.and die Koran as "a righteous 
^an”) and his wife and daugh- 
ters. Lot tried to convince his 
two sons-in-law-to-be-to flee 
too, but they thought his warn- 
ing about the impending des- 
truction of the cities was a 
joke. When Lot’s wife looked ■ 
back at the burning .dries, she 
was turned into a pillar of salt. 

Genesis 19:30 says that “Lot 
' and his two danghteis left Zoar 
’ (ed. modem S^) and settled 
in rile mountains, for he was 
afraid to stay in ^ar. He and 
his two dai^ters lived in a' 
cave.” 

The biblical tales then re- 
count that Lot's daughters, 
fearing they may never marry 
and Mar children, plied Lo,t 
with liquor and cohabited with 
him in the cave, after which 
they conceived two children 
who gave rise to the Moabite 
and Ammonite people. The 
fantastic and rather derogatory 
nature of this story may be 
explained by its context: the 
Graesis accounts- in -the Bible - 
were written by andenc Heb- 
rews/Jews who were constantly, 
fitting against the Ammo- 
nites and Moabites, and de- 
leting the origins of their 
trans-Jordanian enemies in this 
manner may simply have been 
an extension of national com- 
bat into the sphere of literary 
religious texts. Ridiculing your 
enemies and their national ori- 
gin, it seems, is a time-hon- 
oured practice. 

Lot is also assodated with 
the Genesis accounts about a 
coalition of four kings from 
north who invaded the region 
of Sodom • and Gomorrah and 
the ofher Gties of the Plain 
and took Lot captive. Abra- 
ham travelled north and gave 
chase to the four kings, whom 
he dented in battle north of 
Damascus, thereby rescuing 
his nephew Lot. 

Lot emerged in the early 
Qirisrian era as an important 
biblical figure, and the site of 
his stay in Safi has always b^n 
revered as a sacred holy sice; 
until recently, thou^, its pre- 
cise location had not been 
identified. Mr. Politis’ ex«va- 
tions have now definitively 
assodated tbe cave and monas- 
tery complex wirii the Lot story 
in Genesis. 

The site comprises a cave, a 
church, a water reservoir, a 
monastery, and terraced agri- 
cultural fields, most of which 
were in use from the Byzantine 
to the early Abbasid f«nods 
(around the 5th to 8ih centum 
ies AD). Clearly, Mr. Polite 
said in a recent interview with 
the Jordan Tmes, the mon^ 
k tery became an important pil- 
grimage site in the BjMtrne 
period, when the legend of 5i. 
Lot was venerated throughout 
this pan of the Middle East. 

The Lot legend is well rewe- 
sent^ in the region, both ni^ 
toiically and in tenns of saerw 
sites assodated with his life 
' and legend- There are numer- 


ous references in the Koran to 
the prophet Lot (“Napi Lut" 
[pronounced ’Lute”]), who is 
called a duteous man, eg. 
”...to Lot al» we gave wisdom 
and knowledge and we deli- 
vered him from the dty which 
pracri^ abominations. They 
were indeed a wicked and re- 
bellious people. We admitted 
him to our mercy; surely he 
was of the righteous” (A1 
Anbiya', 73-74); also, “Allah 
dtes as' examples of disbeliev- 
ers the wife of Noah and the* 
wife of Lot. They were married 
to two righteous servants of 
.ours, but they acted disloyally 
towanls them” (AI Tahrim, 9). 

Churches, tombs, mosques, 
and monasteries dedicated to 
St. Lot can be found in Mada- 
ba, Hebron, near Jerusalem 
and elsewhere in this region. 
From 16tb and 17th century 
Europe, over 100 paintings and 
drawings have bMn identified 
depicting the story of Lot and 
his dau^ters. Most of these 
works of art are on display 
today in major art museums in 
Europe and North America. 

The heart of the complex is 
the triple-apsed basilical 
church built in front of the 
cave. According to an inscrip- 
tion in its mosaic floor, tte 
existing church dates from 
April 691 AD, when it was 
expanded into its present basi- 
lical plan. The earliest Arm 
dare is a mosaic inscription in 
the norrii aisle of the church 
ffom May 606 AD. The ear- 
liest church on the site was 
probably built in tbe 6th cen- 
tury, judging from riie pottery 
Ante, old mosaic cubes, and 
tbe reference to the church 
from the 6th century AD 
Madaba mosaic map. Like 
most other ancient churches in 
Jordan, this one continued in 
use into the Umayyad and ear- 
ly Abbasid periods. The April 
691 AD inscription is evidence 
for this, as are the finds of 
' Umayyad and early Abbasid 
pott^ and ^ass. 

The mosaics of the church 
are adorned with geometric, 
floral and animal ^pictions, 
with many of the red-leaf flor^ 
designs closely resembling 
Nabataean styles. Hiis prob- 
ably reflects the continuity of 
Nabataean art styles from tbe 
heartland of the Nabataean 
kingdom at Petra well into the 
eaiiy Islamic era. This con- 
tinuity is also in line with the 
thin ware ceranucs and pottery 
lamps from Petra that were 
found at the site in Sth-6th 
century layers, and several 
Nabataean architectural pieces 
(notably two capitals and' two 
entablatures with typical Naba- 
taean pointed crenellations). 

Two inscriptions on reused 
stone blp^ had the name, of 
' Lot, whiT^ helps to confirm the 
identification of this diuidi as 
a memorial to St. Lot. Some, 
reused architectural pieces 
from an earlier Stb-6th century 
structure suggest that this ear- 
lier church was predsely the 
one depicted on the Madaba 
mosaic map. - - 

The cave itself, located at 
the end of the north aisle of the 
basilica, is tbe most intriguing 
part of the complex. The large 
natural cave was entered 
through an opening that did 
not have a door, but that was 
flanked on both sides with 
capitals decorated with cros- 


ses. A plain mosaic floor and ■ 
two stc]» led down to tbe floor 
of the rectangular cave, which 
was covered wtfa fine white 
marble slabs imported from 
Greece. ' 

The walls of the cave were 
plastered and had some Greek 
and Kufic gra f fiti , mostly the 
works of ^Igrtms asking for 
God’s blessings. Pilgrims were 
probably told that the cave was 
the one where Lot stayed with 
his daughters after the fiery 
destruction of Sodom Tbe 
cave did not have any eccle- 
siastical fodlities such as an 
alter, and thus it was probably 
not used as a diapel. 

The excavations inside the 
cave produced many ceramic 
and glass lamps from the 
Byzantine and eariy Islamic 
periods. Below the mosaic 
floor were found earlier lamps 
typical of the 4th and 5th cen- 
turies AD. One lamp was de- 
corated with the foce of an old 
man, peitaps a portrait of Lot 
himself. Below this Byzantine 
level was discovered some ear- 
ly Roman fine pottery ware, 
pe^ps indicating that the tra- 
ditional regional association of 
this cave with a sacred spot 
started even before the Byzan- 
tine era. 

Two metres below the sur- 
face of the cave, tbe excavators 
found a much earlier floor 
level with some late Early 
Bronze Age I (EBI) ceramic 


cultic focility, and it will be 
excavated this year. 

The cave excavations also 
produced some freshwater 
mollnsk ^ells, which suggest 
that tiie cave itself was once a 
spring source. There is a funo 
Boning spring at the foot of the 
mountain, wbidi the team In 
charge of conservation of the 
site hopes to turn into the 
centrepiece of a modern 
archaeological park. The 
Spring itself is historically and 
ecologically important bmuse 
it contains several species of 
freshwater fi^, snails, crab, 
and aquatic plmts that have 
survived from the time when 
the Dead Sea was a living lake 
(known as Lake Lisan) tens of 
thousands of years ago. 

Just north of the complex, 
Mr. Politis excavated one of 
the more than 25 Middle 
Bronze Age TIA tombs that 
were discovered. Dating from 
around 2000-1750 BC, these 
are the first Middle Bronze- 
Age tombs ever discovered in 
the south Jordan Valley. The 
excavated tomb held two 
skeletons, along with 11 pots 
and many stone and shell 
beads. 

The monastery included a 
large, seven-metre-deep, 
arched water reservoir covered 
with palm trunks and served by 
its own water catchment sys- 
tem. The reservoir was rebuilt 


several rooms with bendies 
and ovens and produced hun- 
dreds of pieces of green and 
brown glazed pottery shen^, 
unique in the Middle East for 
this period. Below the floor of 
the kitchen was a communal 
tomb for the monks. Over 30 
bodies have been identified in 
this tomb, including at least 
one black African, one woman 
and three infant children. 

Five adjacent cyst graves 
that were also excavated con- 
tained tbe remains of a foetus, 
one newborn infant and three 
young children around one 
year of age. The analysis of 
these human remains will shed 
important new light on condi- 
tions in the Safi area in the 
Early Bronze and Byzantine 
periods, considering that so 
many other tombs have been 
robbed out in recent years and 
their contents lost to scholars. 
Mr. Politis is studying the 
hypothesis that there may have 
bMn a plague or epidemic in 
Zoar in the mid-6th century 
AD that was disastrous for the 
city of Zoar and for the nearby 
monastery. 

In the late Byzantine period, 
such monastenes were impor- 
tant pilgrimage sites, and 
would have had to be self- 
suflident in food, both to feed 
the residents and the visiting 
inigrims. Evidence of meat 



Mno Piriitis at the entrance to the cave (Photos and drawii^ by Dino Politis) 


vegetarian and survived largely 
on bread and cereals. Monas- 
tidsm was common in this re- 
gion in the 6th century, and 
was often subsidise by the 
Byzantine state from its head- 
quarters in Constantinople 
(modem Istanbul). St. Stepten 
of Mar Saba monastery, in tbe 
hills near Jerusalem, mentions 
in his diary that he ofren visited 
Mt Nebo and the monastery of 
St. Lot during his trips east of 
the Jordan River. 


Thq complex of the Cave 
and Monastery of St. Lot is 
now being developed into a 
touristic site, and a small road 
and stepped pathway that have 
been built provide easier ac- 
cess to the site. 

The archaeological work at 
the site has been sponsored by 
the British Museum, in coop- 
eration with the Jordanian De- 
p^ment of Antiquities, and 
with the support of the Minis- 
try of Tourism and Antiquities 


• fol* the restoration and tourism 
services works. Additional 
support has come from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Greece, the Palestine Explora- 
tion Fund, the Society for the 
Promotion of Byzantine Stu- 
dies, the Society of Anti- 
quaries of London, Biotrek. 
S.A., Jacob Suchard/Pavledes 

S.A.. Aramex International 
Couriers, and the Jordan Val- 
ley Authority. 



Aerial view of the monastery and cave of St. 'Lot, sfaowing the church at centre, the, cave 
ofMUiing at Mt and the reservenr at r^t 


pots, a' jug, a dipper cup, and 
several cups (c. 3000 BC), 
probably used for water or 
wne. lliis is the period that 
many scholars associate with 
the biblical account of Lot and 
the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. In early March of 
- this year, hfr. -P^itisr' team- 
identified the first EBI tomb at 
•the site. 

The earliest structure identi- 
fied at the site to date is a long 
rectangular building that may 
date from the late Qialcolithic 
period, around 4000-3500 BC. 
The structure, located near the 
spring, may be a temple or 


in the 7th century, and prob- 
ably remained in use after the 
monastery lost its religious role 
in the late 7th century. Tbe 
monastery complex seems to 
have stopped functioning at 
die end of the Byzantine 
period, thou^ the church, the 
-reservoir -and the -cave re- 
mained in use for perhaps 
another century. 

The excavators uncovered 
the monastery's kitchen area, a 
number of dwelling cells for 
the monks and pilgrims and a 
field system for agricultural 
gardens. The kitchen had 


preparation shows that the 
monks catered for pilgrims. for 
the monks them^ves were 



Reconstracdoii of the basilica of Lot 



Floor |dan at tbe complex 
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m KINDERGARTEN ■ and Grades 1 - 10 

A Grades 11-12 in ^xls school and boys school will progressively 
open in 1995 and 1996 one grade each year 

▲ Average number of students per class does not exceed 25 

▲ Excellent student teacher ratio 

▲ EngBsh starts in KG 1 , French in Grade 3 

A Trzuisport is prodded at cost on our private buses 

▲ Sped^ discount for dblings and excellence 


For further Information contact : Secretary; Raeda Saghah, Olivia Akrouk 

Administration; Munzer Fahoum, Diana AI-AfranjI, Dr. Audeh Al-Halteh, Alla Snobar, Yousef Al-Nahhas 
Tel. 832907 - 831760 - 836112 - 830227 / Fax 831760 
Post Code 11821 P.O.Box 840 Amman, Jordan 

Please ask for a copy of our brochure 
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JORDAN TDMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 



UNRWA Headquarters in Wadi Seer 

(Bayader) 

is looking to recruit as soon as possible: 

A. INDUCTION MATERIALS EDITOR (ARABIC) 

to ^ist in the organization and management of the Correspondence Education Unit and acts 
as Coordinator of the Student Teacher Journal; edits in and translates to Arabic instruction 
matenals tor the Department of Education and checks, proofreads materials and supervises 
related work; compiles timely up-datK of glossary of Arabic educaticmal terrre eta 
As student I Teacher Journal Coordinator solicits articles, recruit writers, receives/distuibutes 
scripts to the Editorial Board, convenes meetings of this Board, edits selected articles in 
Arabic, coordinates contracts, layout and design etc. 

Participates/conducts seminars, summer courses and activities. 

Excellent command of Arabic and v.g. English . University degree in Arabic, additional 
studies in English , Diploma in Education (or at least one*year Teacher 'framing Course) 
are ESSENTIAL. 

(Starling salary about JD. 453.60 plus dependency allowances). 

B. GENERAL EDUCATION SPECIALIST (SOCIAL STUDIES) 

conducts analytical evaluation and proposes enrichment and develt^ment of curricula and 
methods of subject teaching in Agency schools; conducts research studies on t^'cs as 
attrtudes. values, behavior modification; provides Education Development Centers wi^ other 
practical and innovative plans for effective subject teaching; prepares guidelines for Sdiool 
Super\'i5ors for the development of self4eaming materiais aimiiig at improving the subject 
achievements of Agency students; prepares core curricula/syllabuses for subject 
teaching; prepares teacher guides, audio-videogrammes. Updates tsching ^ds require- 
menls; supervises the subject leachirig; p^icipates in organizir^ in-service traning courses; 
provides guidance in sub|ect related pedagogic^ and teaching methods. 

Very good knowledge of English and Arabia Advanced University Degree in Social 
Studies. Education Diploma (or at least one-years Teacher Trabwig Coui^) and 
competence in preparing curriculum enrichment and saff-leaming rnateriais are 
ESSENTIAL. 

(Strating salary about JD. 556 .10 p.m plus dependency allowances). 

(C) . SUPPLY ASSISTANT (MOTOR TRANSPORT - VEHICLE OPERATIONS) 

edits reviews indents for stock dispositioning. collects data on vehicle op^ations includng 
spare parts and enters into PC databank; maintains Agency fleet records: ensures continuous 
insurance coverage of the fleet; maintains records of suppliers' micro-fiche catalogues; 
collates statistical returns on fleet operations and maintenance; up-dates Motor-Transport 
reports and drafts and types correspondence related to Ml technical matters. 

Very good knowledge of English and Arabic, completed secondary education, 2-year 
bu^ness course. Computer literacy (e.g. MS Word, Lotus 123, D-base, ParadoiO witii 
ability to understand local Area Network concepts from user per^>ective are 
ESSENTIAL 

(Starting salary about JO. 325 p.m. plus dep)endency allowances) 

(D) SUPPLY ASSISTANT (MOTOR TRANSPORT - FOLLOW UP) 

assists with ordering of vehicles and their assignment, specially with checking and following 
up of orders, insurance and shipping documentation; maintains registers; drafts correspond- 
ence and maintains work related records. 

Excellent knowledge of written and spoken English and AratNC, completed secondary 
education. 2-years business course, five years clericad experience related to supply or 
tiansport operations, working knowledge (leterac^ of PC softwares su^ as MS WORD, 
LOTUS 123, D-base, Paradox and ability to understand Local Area Network (LAN) 
computer concepts are ESSENTIAL 

(Starting salary ^out JD. 325 p.m. plus dependency allowances) 

(E) PURCHASING OFFICER (MOTOR TRANSPORT) 

prepares periodic reviews and related correspondence; carries out market research .contacts 
suppliers, prepares tender documents, analyses quotations for vehiclelt'and spareparts; 
updates records and catalogues; foliows-up on movements and orders; drafts related 
correspondence and maintains approppriate records. Stands In for the Deputy Motor 
Transport Officer during absences. 

University Degree in Business ADministration, commerce or related cfisciplrrM^ abc years 
office and supply experience, of which 4 must be in procurementof v^cl^ spare parts 
and accessories, witti use of PC (worWIng knowledge of MS WORD, Lotus 1^ D-base, 
Paradox), ability to understand concepts of Local Area Networks (LAIQ and excellent 
command of English and Arabic are ESSENTIAL 
Starting salary about JD 450 p.m. plus dependency allowances). 

|F) DEPUTY MOTOR TRANSPORT OFFICER 

inspects Agency vehicles and workshops, provides technical advice to the Field Supply and 
Transport Officers and Vehicle Maintenance Officers; reviews monthly oper^ional returns for 
excessive cosL^y^e or consumption (accoun^ and statistical functions); advises on all 
maters related to Agency vehicle workshops, irx^luding procedures, staffirtg and tiairung; is 
responsilbe for the vehicle replacement programme, including review:^f field requests, 
ordenng, inventory control, periodic reviews, inter-field transfers and vehide surveys 
(disposal); assists the Motor Transport Officer in negotiations with suppliers and contractors 
and other professional matters. 

University Degree in Mechanical Engineering with studies in business administration , 
seven years experience in motor transport operations and stock control with computer 
use. working knowledge of PC software (MS Wwd, Lotus 123 ,D^»se, Parado^Oi ability 
to understand the concepts of PC Local Area Networks (LM4) as a user, driving license 
(ability to obtain one in ea^ field Lebanon fSAR/ JordaiV West Bank / Gaza) as vrell as 
excellent commands of English and Arabic are Essential; and knowledge of otiier 
languages (French, German, Italian) de»rable. 

(Slrating salary about JO. 555 p.m. plus dependency allowances). 

UNRWA HEADOUARTERS IN Wadi Seer (Bayader) 
iS looking to recru'* as soon as possible: 

G. SENIOR AUTITOR (EDP) - POST IS RE-ADVERTIZED! 

Excellent command of English and Arabic, a University degree In compute Science or 
related field, membership in a professional body of accountants (e.g. ICA, ICPA) a 
minimum of ten years auditing experience with a mix between EDP auditing (secu^ 
and financial), operational or program auditing are ESSENTVU. 

;Strat:np about JD. 700 plus dependency allowances) 

K. PROGRAMME PLANNING AND EVALUATION STATISTICIAN 
to bo rt?:;.ponF.ible for the collection, recording, development, analysis maintenance and 
centre! cf its Programme Planning and Evaluation Office's statisticaT data base and its 
supporting docurnentaticn unit on Palestine refugees. The Incumbent is also responsible for 
the doveicpment and control of a sound reporting system of the statistical fftformation by way 
cf periodic and adhoc reports . including the semi-annual issuance of UNRWA General 
Information Sheet: coordination of the collection and verification of statistical data with other 
United Notiont: organizations. NGOs and host government’s authorities; preparation of short 
end iong-termo projections of statistical data to as^st In UNRWA plarvWig and budgetting 
activities, preparation of periodic and updated statistical reports talored to specific needs of 
programme and Field Directors. 

Essential requirements: 

1. Univer>;i|y degree in statistics, economics or business administration. 

2. Knowledge of computer science and its application to statistics and evaluation. 

3. A minimum of five years' experi^ce in the application of the knowledge acuried in (1) and 
I2I above including lesoarch and evaluation in socio-economic fields. 

4. Excellent knowledge of sopken and written English. 

(Starting salary about J.D 672.405 p/m plus dependency allowance) 

I, PROGRAMME PLANNING AND EVALUA'RON OFFICERS 

to oetiorm professional work as members of the planning and Evaluation office vrttich 
r^ctides advice to the Agency's executive staff at Headquarters. The incumbents are 
respcnsible to undertake organizational, operational and r^ated studies with a view to 
ensuring cost effictive and efficient operations of a wide variety of large-scale programmes 
adm;nister<?d by the Agency. They assist in planning and evaluation studies of the efficiency 
and effectiveness of Agency organization, work methods and resource utilization, involving 
the application of organization and methods , operations research, virork study and system 
analy-sis techniques. They assist in coordinating the development of Agency plans and in 
establishing and reviewing performance indicators and evaluation creiteria for such plans. 

Essential requirements: 

1. University degree m economics, rnanagement science, busiiiess studies, human resource 
management or related field. 

2. Six years experience m the application of the knowledge acurired in 1 ^ve in a large 
intemaiioni, governmental or commencal organizational involving eraluation studies, orga- 
niaztional analysis, research work and related disciplines including five years at senior level- 

3. Fluent command of spoken and ivritten English and Arabic. 

(startlr^g salary about J.D 672.405 p/m plus deperxlency allowance) 

N.B Normally many applications are received. Only those applicants win be contacted in 
whom the «^ncy has a further interest. 

Applications should be addressed to 

COORDINATOR, UNRWA Headquarters 
Wadi Seer (Bayader) 

P.O.BOX 484, AMMAN 

or Fax 826177, not Later than 30 March 1994 


FORECAST fOR TUESDAY MARCH 22, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrotogsr. CarroU Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; A 
good day to visit congeniais of 
long standing and to unite your 
efforst in a course of acting a 
beneficial to you and lo them. 
You will find almost no nppusi* 
lion as ihc-.Moon irimeik Pluio 
and the Sun. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April t9t 
You can easily obtain the data 
you need at this lime. Group 
affairs arc fine now &incc they 
can bring excelleni results lo >xiu 
now, 

TAURUS: (April 211 to May ^1) 
This is a good day lo confer with 
trusted advisers and gain cxcel- 
lenisuggestions from them. Take 
no risks with money or you could 
find yxiuisel^in finaneiui trouhk*. 

GEMINI: (May 21 ro'Junc 21) 
Good friends will ^atlly intro- 
duce you 10 influeniiil persons 
who can help you in career mat- 
ters. Sidestep a trouMcmaker or 
ihere,40uld he problems. 

htOON CHILDREN: (iune 22 lo 
July 21) A good day for expan- 
sion in your line of endeavour 
and addingMo prestige you now 
enjoy. Take needed &alth treat- 
ments to feel good. 

LEO: (July. 22 to August 21) 
Manage in social activities that 
are character building and can 
bring advancement in your 
career. Improve your budget for 
financial security. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be sure to keep promises 


you have made. UtW your ability 
fur investigating wisely and com- 
ing up with the right answers for 
any inquiries. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Listen to what a good 
friend has to say so that you can 
^n a personal goal more readi- 
ly. Strive iot increased happiness 
for all around you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Put more effort 
inro your tasks and pin more 
benefits. Consult an expert for 
ideas to improve your finundul 
position with expenses. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Study whatever 
has been puzzling you in the past 
and come up with right answers. 
Be logical in any project or en- 
deavour you are 'involved with at 
this time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2D) Study your monetary 
status and find the right way to 
gain more security. Come to a 
better understanding with a 
loved one wid) any situation. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Februaty I<1) Attend to outside 
(arils eaiiy in the day for best 
results. Avoid a temptation to 
spend more money than you can 
uffM-d and you will he ahead. 

nsCESt (Febfuucy 2U to Match 
20) Put a new plan to work that 
could pve you added income in 
the days ahead. Be more willing 
to do extra tasks and you will be 
recognised by higher-ups. 
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“Stanley, when the marriage counseldr 
said we should start dating again, 
she meant with each oher\* 
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Unscramble mese -lour Jimibies, 
one letWr to each aeuara. 10 loim 
lour ordinery words. 


I THAT SenAMBLB) VTORD OAIE 
by Hand Arnold and WksAiutrion 
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WHAT THE 
ENTRSPRENejR 
ON T>E HUNT 
Wp AFTeR. 
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Now ananpe the ckded fetters 0 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
pesMd Che above cartoon. 
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(A na wa rn tomorrow) 

JumUeK CLUCK LYRIC QROTTO SURELY 

Answer TTie hind ol wrench he used to loosen the 
pipe— *SOCK-rr 


Iran-Saudi bickering 
unlikely to affect OPEC 


MANAMA (R) — Bickering 
between oil giants Iran and 
Saudi Ars^ia may undermine 
their cooperation in the Gulf 
but is unlikely to greatly affect 
what OPEC itecides when it 
meets in Geneva next week, oil 
sources have said. 

The two nations, which with 
ostracised Iraq tower politiail-. 
ly over the (j^, are also die 
two largest members of the 
Organisation of Petroleum &- 
porting Countries (OPEQ, 
accounting between them for 
just under half of its total 
output 

The oil market hangs on 
what they decide. 

Traders and analysts 
appeared concerned last week 
when the two ex^anged hi^- 
level charges in connection 
with Saudi Arabia's handling 
of the annual Musb'm pfigrim- 
age (haj). The dispute widened 
when Saudi oO ministsy 
reacted sharply to Iranian 
press criticism of its high oil 
production levels. 

But Gulf OPEC sources dis- 
missed the importance insote 
as OPEC was concerned. 

“UstiaUy they've been very 
cooperative with each other 
reg^less of what happens 
politically,” one source said. 
“If there is grounds for coop- 
eration, they will consider the 
interests of the two countries 
and cooperate with eadi other, 
regardless of other issues.” 

The sources noted that 
Iran's Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh, the doyen of OPEC 
ministers, has been oil minister 
since 1986 when Saudi Ax^a 
was giving financial assistance 


to Iraq in its war with IrM. 

Political differences at that 
time and subsequently did n« 
sKjp the two natioiB from fre- 
quently pulling together on 
OPEC policy even though Iran 
has usually sought higher 
prices and the Saudis have 
sought price moderation to en-* 
sure long-term demand. 

Despite a tradition of closing 
ranks on oil, it was peiliaps less 
Ukely that there could be a 
repeat at next week's OPEC 
meeting of the phone contact 
between Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
and Saudi King Fabd, the 
sources said. 

Such a call last September 
salvaged an OPEC agjaemeot 
when Saudi Arabia was pn- 
suaded to forego a quota in- 
crease. 

The meeting opening Friday 
is to set a ceiling for OPEC 
production the second quarter 
and possibly beyond. 

The two nations speared 
befim the meeting to have 
already come to the conclusion 
that a ToUovex was probably 
the best OPEC would be able 
to do despite weak prices. 

Neither side was ruling out a 
prodnetion cut, but producers 
on botii sides of tiie Gulf, 
joined by minisfors such as 
Venezuela's Erwin Arrieta, 
are not sure tiiat an output cut 
will actually improve revenues 
given planned increases from 
outside the organisation, espe- 
cially in the North Sea. 

A Kuwaiti oO source said 
Sunday one possibility was for 
OPEC to cut by between 
7(X),000 barrels per day (h/d) 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Jtonl Ay a. WMW> 


ACROSS 
1 Moving 
SAIlaniniiln 

11 concA 
13 Smm AmanAas 
15 “Maple" howM 
IBMmaayan 
Mnmit 
17 Humor 
ISUncompknl 
m — culpa 
21 Eagv 
23VMays 

24 RnJar UmMi 

25 italan aaapan 

27 — UnpCola 

28 Daaabal pa>ya 

29 Lwwi irt i H i ia 
31 Uiwaaa 

33 CDnannnM ~ 
aSTInpIcal 
liowaradplaM 
38 Badipadc unra 
43 Van man 
44UapaGaafc 

aeocNdur- 

product 
47Landad 
43 AtMkan nattm 

50 car in ArfEona 

51 B — (SpanlBh 
haro) 

52 HUekjr. aA 
64-nirf 
SSBoMaranla 
Srcau^ 

riaMawiltan 

savkieni 
SOEndaavm 
81 NueiMr 
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i4RBiandeiA 
19 LavSMoff 
22Daar 
24Damand 
paymant Ihm 
26Bcmar 
ZBFomMton 
80L««nmhaR 
Mfer. 

32l«Miaatdagra8 

3<0&«h 


82 Monica ol lannto 

aSNaliSiberor 

DOWN PWB 

1 Siwnvdup SSCIaar 

2 — atwajr (nwv) sroMam 

3 Madrid aunt 39 Jay fcSovvar 

4Tavama 40D3Hcultiepbi 

SMadaovar down 

BEdfs 4lTMcaaa«wir 

TKnnacta 42CwdBuit 
BCrag 43Lenp ia a U 

SOomponam panoi 

10 Tafcaa umOrapa 4$ Soma paMbtoa 

11 meafbrhaiAp 48Vigawiti)r 

l2TypaolhoBd8)r aaamiva 

iSTakasout 49Wron^aei8 


YiOMdty's PkBli SeM 
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rnnr? nnnn r;nniin 
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nnnnn nrano nnn 
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SZFBaaa 

Gompiaim 

SSCMen’avaap 


SBVanadlr, 
58 Part el 
R8VP 


THERE5 NOTHING MORE f^THETlC 
THAN A LITTLE POG SITTING 
. IN THE RAIN.. 
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MAOe SHEET 
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SeBOHlBOEHeP 
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IS HOW/ 
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and one million, with non- 
OPEC contributing 300,000 
b/d in cuts. 

The latest Saudi-Iranian 
dash came Friday, when a 
Saudi oil ministry spokesman 
denied a Tehran Times acc^- 
tion of Saudi quota dieating. 

*1116 spokesman diarged ttat 
Iran itself tends to violate its 
OPEC quota unless it is physi- 
cally unable to do so. Thu was 
a dig, referring to persistent 
reports that li^, despite a 
shortage, was unable to 
produce its ftiH OPEC quota 
because of technical problems 
in its oilfield. 

Nonetheless, one analyst 
pointed out that while Iranimi 
spiritual leader AyatoUafa ^i 
Khamenei went public with 
charges on die haj, and Tehran 
Times criticised Saudi oil poli- 
cy, there has been no oftidal a 
I ranian complaint regarding ^ 
oil. 

The Ir anian ml ministiy has 
remained silent. 

Indnstry anal ysts and traders 
said OPEC needed to slash at 
Ifi fl pt one milli on barrels per 
day fr^ current output to 
prevent oil prices from setting 
new five-year lows. 

The 12-member OPEC has, 
however, shown no ixidinatioQ 
so far to cut its 24.52 million 
b/d ceiling when it meets on 
March 25 in Geneva. 

Key OPEC producers seem 
reluctant to cut for fear other 
sellers will raise pu^t and 
poadi their market share, so 
weaker prices may be judged a 
more acceptable risk. 

A decision not to cut coold, 
for a time, take prices as low as 
SIO a bmrel for world ben- 
-chmark Brrat Blend of crude 
ml, tnufers said. 

Analysts said that if OPEC 
holds prodnetion at current 
levels, stockpiles will r^dly 
increase at a time when de- 
mand is at a seasonal low. 

“OPEC has got to cut by at 
least one million b/d or the 
problem of higb stocks starts 
all over again. It will be a 
repeat of last year," said- Mike 
Barry, an analyst with Ener» 
Market Consultants (EMC) 
Ltd. 

OPEC apparently aban- 
doned its role as world swing 
producer at-iis-last meeting in 

November when it failed to cut 
oniput and blamed weak oil 
prices on hi^ non-OPEC pro- 
duction. 

In response, oil prices 
promptly slipped to their 
lowest Ur^ is more than fiive 
years and have remained weak 
despite extremely cold weather 
in ibt United States and tight 
supplies from Russia, one of 
the main oil suppliers to 
Europe. 

Oil stocks have been shrink- 
ing but prices remain low. 

Industry-watchers said that 
despite the lower stock levds 
now, OPEC cannot sit back 
and wait for prices to rise. 

“Inventories are ... set to 
rise agnificantly beyond tiie 
Vinter, therelty undermining 
- the pFo^rects for an oil price 
recweiy," said Mehdi Varai of 
Kleinwort Benson Strides 
Ltd. in a recent report. 

Most analysts' forecast de-^ 
mand for OPEC oil in the^ 
second quarter is below cur- 
rent output in line with ex- 
pectations of continued econo- 
mic weakness in Europe and 
Japan and higher non-OPEC 
supplies. 

EMCs Barry said the worid 
IS not Ukely to require more 
than 24 million h/d of OPEC 
period 

whUe Vara sees demand even 
towr at 23.9 milUon b/d. 
r loom ominously 

for OPEC — hi^er Russian 
exerts and ample gasoline 
stocks at a time when the 
wmmer driving season should 
fuel Oil demand. 

After a sharp drop in Rus- 
M crude supplies in Novem- 

Sf ^ Dumber, exports to 
have slowiy edged 
back and should surpass^ 
^.onb/dbyMarchTanal)^ 

Rus- 
sia s main crude exoorter ?Ua# 

ta Moscow, saif S; 
exports should increase sienifi 

^ to 2.2 or 2*3 
ter aftJr ht^nffeS^^ 

“Evc^ne has been far too 
low on tiieu- forecasts for Rus- 
aan exporte. Domestic dc- 
[s faUmg and there is 
o^nlv the effort on the part 
of the Ruaian governmentto 
maxiimse hard-cunency earn. A 

ing into the northur-^ u . 
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Rafsanjani expects bright 
economic future in Iran 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following ai^ the bujdng and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Pres- 
ident Akbar Hashemi Raf^- 
jani told his people their coun- 
try was moving away from de- 
pendence on oil revenue and 
painted a bright picture of 
Iran's economic future. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said in Sun- 
day night messages on the Ira- 
nian new year which started 
March 21 that tbe country was 
geared to start hs second five- 
year develc^ment plan with 
more confidence. 

"^Tlie president said the ex- 
ports of the country have 
alinost quadrupled over the 
past four years, and this year 
the Islaniic Republic of Iran 
would have about $5 billion in 
non-oil revenue and hs de- 
pendence on oil has very much 
diminished." the official Ira- 
nian news agency IRNA said. 

It quoted Mr. Rafsanjani as 
saying: “If this movement con- 
tinues, the second plan, God 
willing, can make us to a large 
extent independent of oil re- 
venues," 

“The first plan worked a lot * 
for the country and the effects 


of it will' gradually become 
apparent," Mr. Rakanjani 
said. 

In London, the monthly 
Jane's Intelligence Review 
magaane said in its April edi- 
tion that Iran appears to be on 
the brink of collapse as a viable 
state with politi^ and econo- 
mic conditions more fragile 
than at any time since the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

Diplomats, and Inui-watch- 
ers in the re^on said the views 
expressed in the article were 
somewhat extreme and they 
did not t^lieve a government 
collapse was imminent. 

Iran’s parliament last week 
approved an inflationary 
budget for tbe new year in a 
debate dominated by concern 
about low oil prices, the main 
source of hard cash, and 
mountin| foreign debt. 

Deputies cut government 
projections of revenue and ex- 
penditure by about 15 per cent, 
keeping it nominally balanced. 
Oil revenue is projected at 
SIO.IS billion, some $2 billion 


to S3 billion less than this 
year's estimated income. 

The bigger budget based on 
lower oil revenue is certain to 
fuel inflation, officially 
estimated at 30 per cent this 
yeah 

Iran said Friday it had 
agreed with four Western 
countries to defer repayments 
on S5.6 billion in debt arrears. 

Iranian newspapers have put 
short-term debt at around S9 
billion, but this figure appears 
to refer to arrears rather than 
the total debt, which bankers 
estimate variously at between 
billion and S30 billion. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said Iran has 
never been as independent of 
foreign influence as it is now 
and 'warned that the Islamic 
republic will not tolerate 
“loose morals and unprinci- 
pled social behaviour." 

He said “foreign advisors 
and foreign experts are now 
forgotten' words in this coun- 
and the armed forces and 
in the industries the workers 
are all Iranians." 


‘Britain is now better vaiue’ 


LONDON (R) — Foreign 
tourists found Britain's public 
transport, shopping res- 
taurants better value in 1993 
than the year before, a British 
Tourist Authority survey said 
Monday. 


It stud 55 per cent of over- 


seas visitors thought London's 
public transport system was 
good value in 1993 compared 
to 50 per cent in 1992. The 
pound's value crashed by ab- 
out a fifth against most foreign 
currencies in September 19^. 

Forty-seven per cent thought 
shopping was good vaiue, up 


from 35 per cent the year 
before, and 42 per cent consi- 
dered British restaurants and 
cafes well-priced, compared 
with 28 per cent in 1992. 

Approval rates for London 
hotel charges were still low, 
but rose from 12 per cent to 17. 


ATTENTION TO ALL CANADIAN CITIZENS 
RESIDING IN JORDAN 


ALL CANADIANS WHO WILL BE RESIDING IN JORDAN FOR MORE THAN THREE 
MONTHS SHOULD ENSURE THAT THEY HAVE REGISTERED WITH THE CANADIAN 
EMBASSY IN AKiMAN.IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO. YOU SHOULD 
CONTACT THECANADIAN EMBASSY, CONSULARSECnON.SHMEISANI.AMMANIN 
PERSON OR BY MAIL AT P 0 BOX 815403 AMMAN ill80 JORDAN, IN ORDER TO 
REGISTER AT YOUR EARUEST CONVENIENCE. 

SIMILARLY. CANADI.ANS DEPARTING JORDAN FOR A PERIOD OF MORE THAN 
THREE MONTHS ARE URGED TO ADVISE THE EMBASSY OF THEIR DEPARTURE TO 
ENSURE EMB.ASSY RECORDS OF CANADIAN CITIZENS RESIDING IN JORDAN 
ARE KEPT AS CURRENT AS POSSIBLE. 

A\TS AUX Crr0YEN(NE)S CANADIEN(NE)S 
R^IDANTENJORDANIE 

TOUT(S) CITOYEN(NE) CANADIEN(NE) QUI PREVOIT SfiJOURNER EN 
JORDANIS POb*R PLUS DE TROIS MOIS DEVRAIT S'ASSURER DE S'lNSCRIRE." 
SUR LE REGISTRE C074SULAZRE A L'AHBASSADE DU CANADA A AMMAN. SI 
VOUS NE VOUS ETSS PAS ENCORE 1NSCRIT(E)S, VEUILLE2 CONTACTER LA 
SECTION CONSULAIRE DE L'AMBASSADE DU CANADA, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, 

DES QUE POSSIBLE, EN PERSONNE OU PAR LE POSTS A L'ADRESSE 
SUIVAMTS: C.AISSE POSTALE 815403 AM74AN 1 1 1 80 JORDANIE . 

EGALEJ-IENT LES CANAD1EN(HE)S RESIDANT EN JORDANIE QUI VONT QUITTER 
LE PAYS POUR PLUS DE TROIS MOIS SONT PRIE(E)S D'AVISER 
L'AMBASSADE DE LEUR DEPART POUR ASSURER LA MISE A JOUR DU 
REGISTRE DE L'.-MBASSADE. 


JORDAN TIMES TEL 667171 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW/tyS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PkCKBIG, AIR FREIGH1 
FOmUAROING, OOOR'tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




FOR RENT&SALE 

Many villas and apail- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished 

For more details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Flax: 810520 


" RESTAURANT 


The onb' Restaurant that 
OITers real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under one roof 




Security, Hospitality. 
& Gastronomy. 


.Sweifiyeh. 

816690 


rfesjs? 


Rat.O.Tel 
' Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style ! ' 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR • RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77.S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


V / 

V I N N / 

DesLaurant & Tapas 

CV' . , 

Ichel Ainman, 3 rd circle 
Tfl.bisoul 




IIAIfOTEL 

,|^l|l|la 


Amman - Td. 668193 
P.0Ba( 9403 - F» 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatr&tMand 
Bnaine ati nen 


CHEN*S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongollBQ Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -.130 
p.m. 

< 6: JO • Midnight . 



12 am -V. Late 


isTiRcyntHisTo,- 


SELECT HOTEL Ujl, 


The first &betl 
Chinese Reftaurant 
in Jordan 

isi Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Atiliyyah Girls School 

Taka away !• atm Safeto 

Open daily 12:00- J: JO 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638M 


GAL 




® Supenor Huiei Services for 
6usinc.4smcn & Families & ils 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenini’S 


JabalAlWebdeli/Tel.637101/637102 


LARABALOMAm 
BEAUTY ^SNTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 



SOUK UM.M UTHAINA 
AMMAN TF.I.. S1?‘^S7 


The Best In 
Indian' C nsiN'E. 


6^ - ■ . ' : 

BAkf]ara 


Och V F<»R Li sen & Dinv>:r. 
For re,ervation» call W1361 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality m 
J Hour Service 
Devek^ your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
stem 30% buBer 

* Free enlarge^ 
meet 20 x 30 era 

Shmev^i - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23S91 


aZEBHWAN 6ARBENS 
CHINESE RESmORANT 
Typical ddiMse Foods 
Skmod Oitnoso OwCs 


OpeallJ0-7O0aM>.UUi^ 


Take away is available 

snar Street 
Um Utnamtf) Cotmerdal Cams 

TeL- 861174 
Cfice Tasted Alwajisaxved 




Daily Lunch 


« NIGHTLY-. 

Fine Dining 
and 

XJve Music 


TALK OFTHETOWN 




OpM itlgMIy Fran 9.00 PJI to 3J0 AM 
EXBipl Snndqf FimraJN PS toSM 
Tufisday Ctoaad 

Td:68S211 Fax: 617779 
Middle 1^ Hotel - Shtaeiiani 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


TTirrrrTTrrTn 


special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
availatJie - 

open Daily 12.30- 3.30pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards 3rd circle 


Tel;6S95l9 6S9520 


WWW BMlauraRt 



Parole km 

,\rx1oun - Junian Supcrmirkei HI. DC. 1| 


Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

^ Take-Away Service 



AVIS 


mi 


yVe try harder 


S 699-420 
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Seoul prepares for war games 


(R) South Korea 
said Monday it would resume 
preparations for war cames 
wil^ the United States tn the 
fa« of a renewed threat from 
defiant North Korea to walk 
out of a global pact limiting the 
spread of nuclear arms. 

At an emergenc\- cabinet 
meeting. Preside'ni Kim 
lOohg-Sam said the timing for 
this- year's *'Teara Spirit” man- 
eoiiyres would be decided 
when he returned from trips to 
Japan and China from March 
24 »o 30. a presidential spokes* 
mjtr said. 

Team Spirit, regularly de- 
nouoced by the North as a 
reh^rsal for an invasion, was 
pro^nsionally suspended just u 
few; -weeks ago as pari of an 
cflofl to persu.*ide North Korea 
to end its nuclear standc>ff with 
thelWest. 

.V(r. Kim also ordered his 
minCiiers to consult the United 
States about the early deploy- 
ment of U.S. Patnoi air de- 
fence missiles around key sites 
m South Korea. 

Seoul, a bare 50 kilometres 
from the tense t>order. is highly 
vulnerable to missile attack. 

.A senior government offi- 
cial. quoted by the domestic 
Yonhap News Agency, said 
three dozen Patriot launchers, 
each of which contains four 
missiles, were expected to be 
deployed next month. 

The isolated and increasing- 
ly defiant North Mc«nday again 
threatened to puli out of (he 
nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty. 

The North's Foreign Minis- 
try made the threat in a state- 
ment issued on the dav Pyon- 


gyang and Washington were to 
have reopened discussions 
aimed at resolving the aisis 
over the Stalinist state's sus- 
pected nuclear weapons plans. 

The U.S. government called 
off the talks after North Korea 
barred visiting U.N. experts 
from inspecting some of its 
nuclear sites and failed to 
agree with the South on an 
exchange of envoys to discuss 
detente^ 

The North walked out of a 
meeting with the South Satur- 
day. warning of war. 

During the meeting. North 
Korea's chief delegate issued a 
grim warning that the Nonh 
was prepared to answer back 
with talks fv'r talks or writh war 
fur war. 

The statement rang alarms 
bells acros.s South Korea. 

Many analysts think North 
Korea's threat of attack is 
probably a bluff, but so little is 
known about the insular North 
Korean leadership that no offi- 
cials want to call them. 

South Korea's main opposi- 
tion Democratic Parry said it 
was not appropriate for Seoul 
and Washington to hastily de- 
cide to resume Team Spirit 
exercises and deploy the Pat- 
riots because the moves could 
provoke (he North. 

"To resolve the nuclear 
issue, the three parties — 
South and North Korea and 
the United States — should not 
give up their dialogue." the 
statement .said. 

Monday's North Korean 
statement said Pyongyang had 
abided by its side of a Feb. 25 
agreement with Washington 
riimed at defusing the nuclear 


inspections row. It said the 
high-level bilateral meeting 
should have taken place. 

If Washington avoids talks 
with the Nonh and resort' to 
strongarm politics, the Nonh 
will have no alternative but to 
abandon the non-proliferation 
treaty , it said. 

The Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(lAE.A) scheduled a meeting 
(hat could decide to refer 
Nonh Korea's intransigence to 
the U.N. Security Council for 
funher action. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said Sunday 
that Washington would seek 
U.N. action' to force North 
Korea to open its nuclear faci- 
lities to inspection, predicting 
China. Nonh Korea's main 
ally, would go along with the 
initiative. 

North Korea insists its nuc- 
lear programme is only for 
peaceful purposes, but its re- 
jection of full inspections has 
heightened suspicions that it is 
developing a nuclear arsenal. 

President Bill Clinton, arriv- 
ing in Miami for a meeting on 
health care and other issues, 
told reporters North Korea 
could still avoid U.N. sanctions 
and said the United States was 
not trying to escalate tensions 
between both countries. 

"I'm nor trying to ratchet up 
the tension. I'm just trying to 
work through this in a very 
deliberate but very firm and 
disciplined w;iy." Mr. Clinton 
said. "We just have to see what 
they do now. We have been 
entirely reasonable and forth- 
coming." 

A«ked if sanctions could be 


averted. Mr. Clinton said. **of 
course they can.” He said the 
decision was up to North 
Korea, but added. "We also 
have some hope that they 
(North Korea) will go for- 
ward." 

Speaking on the CBS Televi- 
sion programme "face the na- 
tion." Mr. Christopher said 
possible moves could include 
trade sanctions as part of an 
international effort to force 
compliance. 

"We'll be seeking a resolu- 
tion. I think we'l! be preparing 
for trade sanctions, but exactly 
what happens in the U.N. we*ll 
have to see what happens next 
week." Mr. Christopher said. 

in Washington, top Republi- 
can and Democrats said 
Washington must not let up the 
pressure. They also hacked re- 
cent moves to provide South 
Korea with Patriot anti-missile 
batteries. 

"] think if the United Na- 
tions Commission says tomor- 
row that they have not com- 
plied, we should go ahead with 
the Patriot missiles and do the 
military exercises with the 
South Koreans." House of 
Representatives majority lead- 
er Richard CephanJi said on 
the NBC programme Meet 
The Press. 

Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole, of Kansas, told the 
same programme he supported 
deployment of the Patriot bat- 
teries, "and we may want to 
beef up our own forces there." 

Mr. Gephardt, a Missouri 
Democrat, added that the Un- 
ited States should also deploy 
aircraft carriers in the re^on. 


Rebels 

harass 

Cai.ibodian 

troops 

around 

Pailin 

SVAY SOR. Cambodia (R) — 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas haras- 
sed government units around 
the rebels' gem-mining base of 
Pailin Monday although the 
area wiis under complete army 
control, an army general said. 

Deputy Chief of..,§taff 
General Pol Saroeun told re- 
porters at a base 24 kilometres 
from the front the guerrillas 
had split their forces into small 
groups to carry out ambushes 
and harrying actions from sur- 
rounding hills. 

A government helicopter 
pilot in Battambang said his 
aircraft had come under mor- 
tar attack in the morning while 
loading casualties from Pailin 
town, forcing him to make an 
emergen^ takeoff. 

The pilot said he took out 
three dead and 19 wounded 
gm’cmmenc personnel. 

In neighbouring Thailand, 
the manager of a Thai gem- 
mining company who fled back 
to Utailand Sunday said the 
go X e r n m e n I army had 
.ipparcnilv occupied Pailin 
town Saiutd.ix afiemocm. as 
:hc goxemment has claimed, 
sending thousands of refugees 
lleein.i: to Thailand. 

A Reuter news crew in the 
Th'j;' prx>xinee of Chanluburi 
ncai the border saw a convoy 
i>f vehicles including trucks, 
moiorcv'clcs ainl bicycles arriv- 
ing from Cambi'Klia. 

Hundreds of unarmed 
Khiper Rouge guerriHoLS were 
.tmemg the esiimaied 15.000 
s*iviitjns. most of them family 
of Khmer Rouge sx^idicrs. trek- 
king into Thailand. 

"it was technical pull-back, 
we will return soon." said a 
Khmer Rtxuge soldier on a 
forest (rack on the Thai side of 
the bi^rdcr. He refused to say 
anx mi>re. 

Thailand, which xehemenUy 
dentes issisdiig (he rebels.- has 
said It would allow unarmed 
CamthHlians lc» cross tnlo Thai- 
land purely on humanitarian 
grounds. 

The refugees, including the 
unarmed guerrillas, were 
occupying old base areas on 
the Tir,'n side of the frontier 
frx>m where the Khmer Rouge 
waged a guerrilla war against 
Vietnamese and Phnom Penh 
Cs'>vernmcnt forces for more 
than a decade. 

The Khmer Rouge captured 
Paihn in October a 

memth after N'ietnamesc irixips 
pulled out of CamK>dTa. 

Meanwhile. Cambodia's 
King Norodom Sihanouk is out 
of hospital after cancer therapy 
and will return to his homeland 
in time for its .April 13 nexv 
xear. But not before a call on 
"best friend" North Korean 
strongman Kim Il-Sung. 

"His Majesty Norodom 
Sihanouk has lefi the hospital 
and his health is good.” the 
king's spokesman said Monday 
from King Sihanouk's walled 
residence in Beijing. 


Balladur weathers vote 
test despite rally by left 


P.ARIS IR) — Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur, after a year 
in power marred by la^ur 
unrest, weathered his first elec- 
toral test comfortably in local 
polls at the weekend. 

In spite of recession, record 
unemployment and street pro- 
tests. the parties in his coali- 
tion won 44.7 per cent of the 
votes cast for more than two 
thousands local councillors 
throughout France. 

The coalition's performance 
was slightly better than in the 
March 1993 genera] election 
. and' the only cloud for Mr. 
Balladur and his flies' was a 
modest upturn in the Fortunes 
of the opposition Socialists, 
swept from power in a re- 
sounding defeat a year ago. 

Final figures showed the 
socialists and their allies won 
2S.8 per cent, up from 20 per 
cent last year. Mainly because 
of a swing by young voters 
away from the faction-ridden 
ecologists. 

The Communist Party re- 
ceived 11.5 per cent, the ex- 
treme-right National Front 9.8 
per cent and the Ecologists 3.5 
per cent. 

"The right easily dominates. 
The left climbs back," read a 
headline in the conservative 
nexvspapcr Le Figaro. 

"Everyone's happy." the 
left-wing daily Liberation said 
on its front page. 

Mr. Balladur. in typically 
understated style, acknow- 
ledged that the result was "not 
negative" and even "very en- 
couraging." 


"Some people wanted these 
elections to 1^ a test for the 
government. Weil, the test has 
been made." he told Europe i 
Radio. 

Socialist leader Michel 
Recard bailed "a new era" for 
the left. Declaring: "The good 
times are over for the right. 
*The bad dmes are over for the 
left." 

Mr. Rocard, laying the 
foundations for A presidential 
bid next year, said that with 
about 40 per cent of the vote, 
the left was on its way to 
regaining a majority. 

“The left i$ half-way there,” 
he told - F^ama^'imer•''Rad&t^; 
"Considering the state we xvere 
in after the terrible defeat of 
March 1993, ! think the re- 
bound has lately begun.” 

Political commentators said 
the result was heartening for 
the Socialists without worrying 
for the ruling coalition of the 
conservative Gaulist Rally For 
the Republic (RPR) and the 
centre-right Union for French 
Democracy (UOF). 

"There are no great losers. 
It was a success for the govern- 
ment. A success that wasn't 
entirely foreseeable. There are 
no great upheavals, which is 
why everyb^y is more or less 
satisfied," the TFl channel's 
Gerard Carreyrou said. 

About 60 per cent of the 
18.5 million eligible voters 
turned out to elect local coun- 
cillors in mainland France's 95 
departments, in charge of pub- 
lic services mainly in rural 
areas. 


Protest voters make 
comeback in German polls 


BONN (R) — Voters in 
Schleswig-Holstein state jolted 
Germany's mainstream politi- 
cians. who had appeared to ^ 
maintaining their grip on poxv- 
cr, by flocking to smalt protest 
panics in elections for local 
assemblies. 

The Social Democrats 
(SPD) st,iycd narrowly ahead 
of Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democrats (CDU), 
scoring .1<>.5 per cent of votes 
to the CDU's yj.S per cent in 
Sund.iy's local state elections, 
offiaal results shoxx'cd. 

But the real winners in a 
vote holding extra significance 
in a year c»f 19 polis'culminat- 
ing in October's general elec- 
tion xxcrc the ecologist alliance 
90-'Grecns and small local par- 
ties. 

The Greens improved 4,3 
percentage points on their re- 
sult of four years ago to poll 
It) 3 per cent xxhile the SPD 
fell back 3.4 per cent points 
and (he CDU dropped 3.8 
points. 

"If this really wa.s a test vote 
it stands for the fact that the 
xxjtcr is no longer indifferent to 
what 'those up there’ are 
(taing." national ZDF Televi- 
sion news commented. 

"The protest has become 
dear as day... and unmistak- 
ably (he Greens are on the 
crest of the protest wave." 

While the SPD could con- 
sole itself that it remained the 
strongest party at local level, 
the result gave little comfort to 
Mr. Kohl’s CDU. well beaten 


by the SPD in the more signifi- 
cant state assembly elections in 
lower Saxony a week ago. 

That poll, while confirming 
the rise of the Greens, seemed 
to show that voters were not as 
disillusioned as many politi- 
dans had feared with con- 
tinuing scandals in the main- 
stream parties and their inabil- 
ity to banish a recession. 

The local CDU chief in 
Schleswig-Holstein. Ottfried 
Hennig. said the vote "reflects 
the percentages we are getting 
at national level." The pany's 
national general secretary. Pe- 
ter Hintze. called it "unsatis- 
factory." 

SPD State Premier Heide 
Simon.s saw a wider message 
for all the main parties. "It 
seems most dtizens in this 
country are convinced that we 
politidans are not dealing with 
their real concerns but sitting 
around all day staring at files." 
she said. 

For their pan. the Greens 
refused to see themselves as 
just a catch-all protest pany 
alongside the local groupings 
which more than trebled their 
tally to 3.9 per cent from 1.2 
per cent four years ago. 

"Those who voted Green 
showed they wanted ecological 
polides of sbdal reform — and 
that they wanted to show sup- 
pon for a red-green coalition 
(with the SPD) at national 
level.'' state pany Chairman 
Rainder Sieenblock said. To 
that end, this result was a 
dream stan." 


After strong 
aftershock, 
L.A. tries to . 
bounce back 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Disas- 
ter-weary Los Angeles struggle 
Monday to bouim back ftom a 
powerful aftershock to Janu- 
ary's devastating earthquake 
that caused funher damage to 
homes, freeways and residents’ 
nerves. 

Sunday's quake, which reg- 
istered 5.3 on the lUchter Scale 
and was felt throughout south- 
ern California, disrupted pow- 
er E<P 75.000 'ciistiMners. sent 
people- feeling iff terror from 
shoppriaijg »rallsr‘'iftnd movie : 
theatres and ignited major 
fires. 

It briefly interrupted rehear- 
sals for Monday night's 
Academy Awards, shaking the 
rafters violently and knocking 
over stage props. 

But just as the Oscar crew 
and cast voxved that "the show 
must go on." so did state trans- 
ponation managers and school 
officials as life in Los Angeles 
slowly began returning to 
normal. 

The quake hit at 1:21 p.m. Pst 
(2121 GMT) Sunday near the 
suburb of Panorama City, it wa 
the third-strongest of more 
than 6,000 aftershocks to rum- 
ble through the region since the Jan. 17 
quake that killed 60 people and 
caused up to S20 billion in 
damage. 

Within minutes, several ma- 
jor fires erupted, destroying a 
three-store shopping centre 
and severely damaging a pow- 
er-generating plant in the 
quake-raviged San Fernando 
Valley. 

A man jieU of a heart attack 
shortly after the tremors 
struck. 

Only two injuries were re- 
ported: A man who was rushed 
to a local hospital suffering 
from chest pains and a woman 
who was trapped under a fallen 
bookcase in her apartment 



Afkican National Congress (ANC) snpportors flee 
teargas, shot by Soudi Afiican soldiers to separate 


ANC Tnfcariitt supporters after an election 
rally held by the ANC at the Kwa-Masfan stadhun 
(AFP photo) 


De Klerk, Mandela discuss 
Kwazulu campaign violence 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — President F.W. De 
Klerk and ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela met with election 
officials Monday to discuss 
mounting conflict in the Kwa- 
zulu black homeland over 
South Africa’s first ail-race 
election. 

Fighting between African 
National ingress (ANC) sup- 
porters and Zulu nationalists 
erupted Sunday in several 
parts of Kwazulu. 

Police reported 29 deaths in 
scattered incidents, including 
several clashes between police 
and armed residents. But the 
police account of some inci- 
dents differed from versions 
provided by ANC officials and 
peace monitors interviewed by 
the Associated Press. 

Zulu leaders want an auton- 
omous Zulu state and have 
threatened to scuttle voting in 
Kwazulu, the traditional 
homeland located in Natal pro- 
vince on the east coast of South 
Africa. 

Mr. De Klerk and Mr. Man- 
dela insist that people must be 
ftee to campmgn and vote 
throughout the nation in the 
April 26-28 election, the first in 
which the blade majority will 
partidpate. 

Mr. Mandela’s ANC is 
fovcHired to win and lead the 
first pt^trhpartheid govern- 


ment. 

On two consecutive 
weekends, supporters of ^lu 
King Goodwill Zwelithini and 
his unde, Inkatha Freedom 
Party leader Mangosuthu 
.Buthelezi, have occupied sta- 
diums in Kwazulu to prevent 
die ANC from holding dection 
rallies. 

Monday's meeting with elec- 
tion offidals indicated Mr. 
Mandela and Mr. De Klerk 
were studying how to react. 
ANC offidals haxre called for 
South African forces to pro- 
vide security for campaigning 
and the election. 

There was no. statement 
firom the meeting, and none of 
die officials invoked offered 
immediate comments. 

Eariier this month. South 
African troops and police went 
to the Bophuthatswana black 
homeland to restore order af- 
ter widespread strikes and pro-, 
tests against homeland leader 
Lucas Mangope, who also was 
refusing to allow free cam- 
'paigning. Two days after the 
South African forces arrived, 
Mr. De Klerk's government 
and the ANC ousted Mr. Man- 
gope and assumed joint control 
of the hmneiand. 

Negotiations io'voiving the 
government. ANC and Zulu 
leaders are continuing and in- 
ternational mediation Of die 


dispute has been proposed, but 
tension has increased in the 
past week. 

At least 29 people, including 
four ANC officials, were Idlled 
in South Africa's powderkeg 
Natal proxnnee at the weekend, 
police and die ANC said Mon- 
day. 

Police said unknown gun- 
men killed four ANC offidals 
at Ndaleni black township, 
near Richmond in the Naul 
midlands Sunday afternoon. 

One of the victims was 
Mzwandfle h^ngwe, an in- 
formation officer for ihc ANC 
Natal midlands region, said 
police spokesman Captain 
Heniy Bhudram. 

ANC said three peo- 

ple were-sbot dead in Uidaa 
blade towndiip outside Durban 
Monday morning. Umlazi 
ANC ofHcial Mfanafuthi 
Mhiungu said the three were 
kiU^ by hostd residents from 
a nearby male hostel. 

Science monitors said they 
did not oondder the weekend 
toll of 29 exceptional. 

ANC Southern Natal 
spokesman Roy Ainslie said 
five people were killed in 
Ndwedwe near Tongaat north 
of Durban and at least 26 
houses were burned down 
These people were killed in 
Bfaambayi squatter settlement 
outside Durban. 


U.N, finds Serb tanks near Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (Agendas) — 
U.N. peacekeepers have found 
Bosnian Serb tanks and artil- 
lery bidden inside the weap- 
sons, exdusion zone around 
Sarajevo. U.N. military 
spokesman Major Simon 
McDowell said Monday. 

The arsenal, protected by 
mines, was found northwest of 
the dty by Canadian troops of 
the United Nations Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR). They 
were alrout one kilometre in- 
side the 20 Km (12 mile) xvide 
zone. 

The Canadians reported 
three T-S4 or SS tanlu, one 
T-72 tank, three anti-aircraft 
guns, four 105 mm Howitzers 
and 18 mortars. Serb forces 
were prexrenting the U.N. from 
approaching the weapons. 

Under a NATO ultimatum, 
the Serbs were supposed to 
have withdrawn all of the 
Sarajevo siege xveapons from 
the zone or to have surren- 
dered them to U.N. control by 
Feb. 21 or face air attack. 

Maj. McDoxvell did not dis- 
close when the weapons were 
found but said the ^nadians 
had moved extra forces into 
the area which is close to a 
road between Sarajevo and 


Muslim-held VHsoko. 

The road is due lo be opened 
to civilian traffic Wednes^y as 
part of efforts to ease the gege 
of the Bosnian capital. 

"We have sealed the area off 
and we are trying to resolve the 
situation tfarou^ negotiation," 
Maj. McDowell said. 

Serbs haxre so far resisted 
attempts by the U:N. to force 
them to remove six Howitzers 
found eariier inside the rim of 
the zone at Cifluk. 

Peacekeepers have no way 
of being sure how many heavy 
weapons remain successftiUy 
hidden within- range of 
Sarajevo for use if the current 
sbe-week-oid ceasefire breaks 
down. 

Although Serb weapons not 
under U.N. control were 
knoxvn to remain in the zone 
after the NATO aitunanim ex- 
pired, UNPROFOR said air 
attaclb were not necessary. 

The violation, near Ilijas, 
nonh of Sarajevo, led to 
heightened tensions Sunday, 
when about 200 Canadian 
peacekeepers in armoured 
vehicles surrounded the Serb 
positions in a show of U.N. 
force. 


The peacekeepers pulled 
back after Bosnian Seib leader 
Radovan Karadzic threatened 
to shoot or bomb (Canadian 
positions, the (Canadian Press 
news agency said. 

Lt.-^D. Sir hfidiael Rose 
ordered tiie Canadians to sur- 
round the guns to force Serbs 
to start senous talks on their 
removal. Serb leaders were to 
discoss the issue Monday with 
senior officers of the U.N. 
Bosnian Command. 

Maj. McDowell acknow- 
ledged that other heavy guns 
— six Serb Howitzers — also 
remained within the zone and 
suggested the United Nations 
had given up on trying to get 
them, removed. 

"As far as Gen. Rose is 
concerned, they don't have the 
range to readi here,” he told 
reporters. "As far as he is 
concerned they are under our 
control." 

Two shooting incidents in 
southwest of Sarajevo added to 
the tensions. A Swedish 
peacekeeper was slightly 
wounded Sunday 1^ Serb small 
arms fire near Mount Igman 
and French U.N. soldiers 
turned Serb gunfire near Jabla- 
nica. 


Shanghai dissident detained as Hosokawa visits 


SHANGHAI (R) — A 
Chinese dissident tighiing for 
compensation from Japan for 
wartime atrocities was de- 
tained in Shanghai Monday 
during a visit by Japanese 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa. a family member 
said. 

Bao Ge, a teacher at the 
Shanghai Medical School, was 
taken from outside his home 
by police shortly before Mr. 
Hosokawa's arrival from Beij- 
ing, (he relative said. 

His arrest drew attention to 
the vexed questions of 
Japanese war crimes and hu- 
man rights, two issues that 
have been diplomatically swept 
under the carpet during the 
Japanese premier's visit to the 

country. 

Mr. Bao wrote an open let- 
ter to Mr. Hosokaxx'a last week 
in which he demanded com- 
pensation for wartime atroci- 
ties and called on the Japanese 
prime minister to press for 
democracy in China. 

"If Japan does not publicly 
apologise and pay compensa- 
tion for the war to China then 
the so-called ‘Sino-Japanese 


friendship' is hypocritical and 
unstable." the letter said. 

"We not only hope that 
Japan will supply experience 
for China's ej^riment xvith a 
market economy but also hope 
it will exert more influence on 
the struggle for greater demo- 
cratic rights for The Chinese 
people," the lener said. 

Japanese troops occupied 
vast tracts of China, including . 
Shanghai, during World War II 
and were responsible for the 
deaths of hundreds of 
thousands of Chinese cixilians. 

China agreed not to seek 
compensation from Japan for 
wartime losses when the two 
countries re-established di- 
plomatic relations in 1972. 

Hou*ever. relations herxxeen 
the Asian neighbours arc still 
fraught xvith underlying ten- 
sion as a result of China's 
lingering sense of national 
humiliation and Japan's feel- 
ings of guilt, according to 
vi^tern diplomats. 

Chinese dissidents have 
picked up on the issue of com- 
pensation from Japan as part 
of their wider campaign for 
human rights, and Chinese au- 


thorities fear it could oecome a 
railing point for anti-govern- 
ment protest. 

In ^ijing at least two peo- 
ple tried to distribute leaflets in 
Tiananamen Square Monday, 
but the apparent political pro- 
test was quickly smothered by 
police. 

It was not known what the 
pamphlets said or whether the 
incident was linked to Mr. 
Hosokawa's visit. 

Mr. Hosokawa arrived in 
Shanghai Monday morning for 
a half-day visit en route from 
Beijing to Tokyo. 

He visited Shanghai's new 
development zone in Pudong. 
a manufacturing base for 
several high-technology 
Japanese companies, and cro^ 
sed a newly-built suspension 
bridge over the Huangpu River 
before having lunch with 
Mayor Huang Ju. 

The Japanese prime minister 
has avoided controversy over 
human rights during his xisit to 
China, which closely followed 
a trip by U.S. Secretary of 
Slate Warren Christopher, 
who berated Beijing's leader 
on their rights record. 


Around 20 Chinese dissi- 
dents were detained around 
the time of Mr. Christopher’s 
acrimonious trip. 

Shanghai is seeking 
Japanese investment in its 
effort to upgrade local industry 
and infrastructure. It has 
courted Japanese banks as it 
seeks to revive its pre-war posi- 
tion as a financial centre. 

In comments to Shanghai 
officials during the tour of 
Pudong. Mr. Hosokawa com- 
plained about the lack of 
schools and housiTig for 
Japanese expatriates 

During his visit to Beijing, 
Mr. Hosokawa urged (Chinese 
leaders to pressure North 
Korea to accept full interna- 
tional inspection of its nuclear 
facilities. He expressed unease 
over China's growing military 
budget. 

Chinese figures show bilater- 
al wde in 1993 at S39 billion, 
a^ncrease of 54 per cent over 

As of the end of September 
1993. Japanese investment in 
China xvas S5.I7 billion, one 
third of it made since Aoril 
1992. Mr. Hosokawa said. 


Japanese cooks 
claim omelette 
world record 

TOKYO (R) — A group of 
Japanese cooks claims to have 
made the world’s largest 
omelette, using around 
160,000 eggs. 

potatoes and 300 kg (660 
pounds) of milk, the 
News Agency reported. Tne 
cooks, specialists in Spanish 
cuisine, took three hours 
ing the omelette, which was 15 
metres (50 feet) long and 128 
square metres (1.3M square 
feet) in area. They used a 
15-metre (50-foot) oval frying 
pan with a lid weighing 1.5 
tonnes. The cooks said_ the 
omelette was slightly bigger 
than one cooked up in Belgium 

in 19 W and recorded in, the 

Guinness Book of World Re- 
cords. Five thousand visitors 
watched the event and ate 
some of the omelette but por- 
tions for another 40.000 were 
left over. Kyodo reported. 

Quake aftershock 
mistaken as 
'special effect’ 

LOS ANGELES (R) — When 
a powerful • earthquake after- 
shock rumbled through rehear- 
sals for the Academy Awards, 
many in the audience at first 
thought it was part of the 
show. The xvinning envelope 
for best xdsual effects was sup- 
pose to be delivered in the 
mouth of a giant mechanical 
dinosaur in tribute to Steven 
Spielberg's prehistoric epic 
Jurassic Park. So when the 
auditorium started to «’rd.ke. 
many in the audience dismis- 
sed it as a spectacular special 
effect. They soon realised it 
was not a scripted special effect 
at all but one of the most 
pKiwerful aftershocks to hit the 
area since the Jan. 17 quake. 

Man arrested 
with chickens 
full of bullets 

CAIRO (R) — Airport police 
in Cairo arrested an Egyptian 
man trying to smuggle 6b bul- 
lets sniffed in frozen chickens 
on a flight to Greece, airport 
sources said. The man, who 
was not named, was caught 
when X-ray machines revealed 
strange objects inside three 
frozen chickens in his hand 
luggage. He said e woman in 
the departure lounge asked 
him to deliver the chickens to 
her relative in Athens. ' 

Madonna gets 
third "worst 
actress’ award 

LOS ANGELES (R) — In a 
ceremony spoofing the 1993 
Academy Awards just a day 
before Hollywood's biggest 
bash. Indecent !ProposaI was 
chosen the worst film and 
Madonna and Burt Reynolds 
were named the worst stars. 
Indecent Proposal took three 
Razzies — . for worst picture. 
Worst screenplay and worst 
supporting actor at the 14th 
annual Golden Raspberry 
Awards. Madonna's Razzie. 
her thrrd.~was"w6rst actress for 
the mystery film Body Of Evi- 
dence. Burt Reynolds got the 
worst actor prize for "His Rat- 
Footed. Dimxvined Star Turn" 
in Cop And A Half. 

Bostonians stage 
St Patrick’s Day 
motorcade 

BOSTON (R) — Residents of 
predominantly Irish American 
South Boston staged a St Pat- 
rick's Day motorcade to try to 
keep tradition alive after 'the 
city's 90-year-oId parade was 
cancelled over a gay rights 
rontroversy. TTie South Boston 
Allied War Veterans Council 
annual St Patrick's Dav Parade 
sponsors since 1947. called it 
off last week after a court 
upheld the right of the Irish- 
Amenran Gay. Lesbian. Bise- 
xual Group of Boston to 
march. Some 200 cars packed 
wth diehard celebrants, who 
blamed gay rights activists for 
the cancellation, joined the 
motorcade. 

Male worker 
files sex 
harassment suit 

HOUSTON (R, _ A man 
^eging that female co- 
jwkers sexually harassed him 
has sued Continental Airlines 

^nhng to a federal lawfuiV 

Vol Stephen Davis III said in 
the lawsuit that four co 
^keis and a female suwr 

pMre wnh complaints about 

r 

harassment 

was shown arnL'^i™ 


suggestive 


I 
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ISato, Chouinard beat favourites at 

i 

world figure skating championships 


CHIBA, Japan (R) — Japan’s 
Yuka Sato and Canadian Josee 
Chouinard upset the frontrun- 
ners for the women’s world 
figure skating title Monday by 
winning their qualifying 
groups. 

The two, considered conten- 
ders for minor medals, prov^ 
themselves randidates for the 
major prize alongside 
favourites Chen Lu of China 
and European champion Soiya 
Bonaly of France. 

Chouinard, ninth at last 
month’s Olympics, beat bronze 
medallist Chen into second 
place in the opening group. 
Then in the second group Sato, 
fifth in Norway, defeated four- 
times .European champion 
Bonaly, who finished a place 
above her last month. 

Sato, a 21-year-old from 
A Tokyo, survived a fall on a 
^ triple loop jump to get the top 
marics in her seaion, but said 
she was saving something for 
later in the week. 

*T felt I didn’t put everything 
into it today bemuse if I did 
and then went into the real 
thing. It would be more diffi- 
cult,'' she said. 

I held back a bit. It's 
9 difficult psychologically. But I 


tried. 

"*How do I feel about 
finishing first? It’s too soon fbr 
rejoidng yet," die sadd. 

A second attempt at a triirie 
loop almost came off. But she 
two-footed the landing and 
could not do a combination she 
had planned. 

“I have a lot to do before the 
final. I have to pace myself," 
added Sato. 

The women's tnanx competi- 
tion begins with the technical 
programme Friday and ends 
with Saturday's fim skating. 

The 20-year-old Bonaly, 
who has never won a medal in 
Olympic or world cham- 
pionships despite her four 
European titles, did not fitll on 
any of her jumps but ‘fouled a 
triple lutz and some of her 
other triples were uncert^. 

She could not mat^ Sato 
artistically. 

Tanja Szewc»nko of Ger- 
many was third in the group, 
ahead of Rnsaan Olga 
va. 

American 13-year-old 
Michelle Kwan was fifth on a 
mixed day for the two U.S. 
snbstitutes. 

Kwan replaced Olynmics til- 
ver medallist Nan^ Kerrigan 


and looked well-prepared but 
(floole Bobek, c^ed up only 
last week in place of Tonya 
Harding, fared badly and 
placed 13th in the other group, 
fmling by one i^tion to qu^- 
ify for the main evenL 

She said she had not had 
enough time to be fizlly ready. 

Bobek’s group was won in a 
fine comeback performance 
from Chouinard, whose 
routine inclnded two excellent 
triple Intz jumps after she mis- 
sed that jump twice during the 
Olympics. 

"I feel better with myself but 
it's really hard to forgive my- 
self for Norway," she said. "I 
had been landing the lutz so 
well for two weeks before that 
competition.’' 

Chen continued to struggle 
a^inst a fcx>t injury and made 
mistakes on both her triple lutz 
attempts, falling on one of 
them and doubling out of the 
other. 

Third in the last two world 
championships and again last 
month, she could straggle to 
improve her podtion here de- 
spite the ab^nce of the two 
who beat her in Norway, Ker- 
rigan and Olympic champion 
Oksana Baiul. 


Payton leads Supersonics past Hornets 


CHARLOTTE, North Caroli- 
na (R) — Gary Payton scored 
a career-high 32 points and 
dished out ei^t assists and 
Sean Kemp had a triple-double 
as the elite Seattle Supersonics 
beat the desperate Charlotte 
Hornets 124-llS late Sunday. 

The win raised Seattle's re- 
cord to 47-17, best in the NBA, 
while Charlotte (28-35) fell to 
41^ games behind New Jersey 
for the last playoff spot in the 
Eastern Conference. 

Kemp had IS points, 11 re- 
bounds and 12 asdsts for bis 
fiist triple douUe of the sea- 
son. Kendall Gill, in his first 
game at Charlotte since being 
traded by the Hornets to Seat- 
^ tie in the ofi-season, scored 22 
points. 

In Boston, Kevin Willis 
scored 31 points and grabbed 
14 rebounds to pace the Atlan- 
ta Hawks to an easy 101^. 
victoiy over the Celtics. » 

The Hawks improved to;45- 
19 and are tied with the' New' 
York Knicks for the best re- 
cord in the Eastern Confer- 
ence. 

Xavier McDaniel scored 18 
points for the Celtics, who 
have lost six straight and 19 of 
their last 21 games. 


At Los Angeles, Sedale 
Threatt scored 30 points, in- 
cluding a dutch IS-footer with 
49 seconds remaining, as the 
Lakers held ofi the Orlando 
Magic 97-91. 

Hden Campbell added 20 
points and I^fick Van Exel had 
19 for the Lakers, who won for 
the fifth time in their last seven 
games and remained 5'/i games 
behind Denver in the battle for 
the final Western Conference 
playoff spot. 

m Denver, Mahmoud Abdul 
Rauf scored 23 points before 
jmning the other Nuggets star- 
ters laughing on the bench in a 
132-99 rout of the underman- 
ned Washington Bullets. 

Rex Chapman poured a 
career-big^ 39 poults to pace 
the Bullets (19-46), n^o lost 
their fifth strai^t game and 
were without starting centre 
Pervis Ellison due ro a knee 
injury. ... 

la Los Angeles, Dominique 
WQMns scOT^ 26 points and 
Elmore Spencer added 24 to 
power the Clippers past the 
roiiland Trail Blazers 114-110. 

The win was the Clippers' 
fifth in their last tix games. 

Harvey Grant scored 28 to 
pace Portland, which has lost 


five of its last tix games and 
five straight on the road. 

In Milwaukee, Vin Baker's 
dunk with 12 seconds left lifted 
the Bucks to a 103-101 victoiy 
over the I^adelphia 76ers,' 
their 18th loss in 19 games. 

Eric Murdock forced the 
baity awayafiiom the Sixers* 
Urn Perry and fed inside to 
Baker for the game-winner. 
The Bucks had ^mbed back 
into the game when two 3- 
pointeis, from Brad Lohaus 
keyed an 8-0 run to tie the 
game at 95-95. 

Blue Edwards scored 23 
points, Murdock 18 and Jon 
Barry 17 for the Bucks, who 
snapped a six-game losing 
stre^. 

At Minnesota, Horace 
Grant scored 18 points to lead 
a balanced atta^ as the Chica- 
go Bulls beat the Timber- 
wolves 9(V80. improving their 
peifea c^ef'rdominance to 
104). 

Chicago has won five 
straight games and six of seven 
since a season-high five-game 
losing streak. 

Scottie Pippen scored 14 
points and grabbed 21 re- 
bounds for the Bulls. 


Schneider 
wins slalom; 
Tomba 
takes title 

VAIL, Colo. (AP) — In an 
hnimxnptu victory celebra- 
tion, a member of the Italian 
team staff dumped a large bowl 
of ice over Alterco Tomba. A 
few hours later, Vreni Schneid- 
er dumped cold water over 
every one of her rivals. 

Tomba's triumph came via a 
race cancellation Sunday, but 
Schneider’s was achieved with 
the same relentless style that 
has been her tradem ark. 

Schneider collected her third 
medal of the World Cup finals, 
winning the women’s slalom by 
a huge margin. 

It was the 30th World Cup 
slalom victory of Schneider’s 
remarkable career. Paired with 
her 20 giant-slalom and 
one combined win, she raised 
her victory total to 51 — 
second only to the 62 of Au- 
stria’s Annemarie Moser- 
Proell. 

"It hasn't been as easy as it 
might have looked," Schneider 
said. "It’s been a long season 
and I'm very tired, but today I 
said it’s all or nothing. I was 
determined to throw myself 
down the mountain and see 
uiiat happened. I wanted to 
finish the season on a winning 
note." 

The men’s slalom, mean- 
while, was cancelled because of 
deteriorating course condi- 
tions. 

The cancellation gave the 
men’s slalom title to Tomba, 
the flamboyant Italian who 
came into the final event with 
a substantial lead in the stand- 
ings over Thomas Stangassin- 
ger of Austria. Tomba led 
Stangassinger by 88 points 
(540-452) and could have 
finitiied as low as 15th and still 
won the title, even if Stangas- 
singer had won the race. 

*Tomba, who gained the sixth 
World Cup title of his career, 
agreed with the dedsion to 
cancel. 

“The snow was way too 
soft.” he said. 

Asked if he felt he had back- 
ed into the title, he said, "Re- 
■ member, I was in front by 88 
points." 

"I would like to have raced 
because 1 didn’t ski well in the 
gjant slalom (finishing 14th 
Saturday)," Tomba said. "But 
I won four slaloms and was 
sometimes second or third in 
the giant slalom, so ft was a 
good season for me." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
» TANNAK MRSCH 

61593 TtCiM M*da SwittM, loe. 

ANSWE2S TO WEEKLY wumfSH QUIZ 


Q.l — Nnther vulnerable, as South 
you bold’ 

MSS C^AEJ4 «ASJ9 

Yew ri^t-hand opponaec (^tens 
the bidding with one club. What 
action do you take? 

A . — What an ugly hand! Y’ou have 
a balanced 18 points trith both mi- 
DOTS Cripl)* BtoKwd and no stopper 
in themajon. Hoswver, if you don't 
act now, your aide might never get 
into the auction. Bid one no trump. 

Q.2— East-Weat vuloerable. as 
South you hold: 

•9 TQ96 ^Q105S OAKQ86 
Hie.biddiiig has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * Pass 1 9 


What do you Ud now? 

A.— Here are bands where we 
would rebid one no trump vdth a 
an^eton in partner’s suit, but only 
if there is no altematiTe. Here, the 
salient feature of this holding is the 
excdlent club suit and we would 
highlight thn by rebidding two 
dubs. 

Q.3 — Neither vulneiable, as Sooth 
you hold: 

9Q76 <7049766 CS M72 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you reqiond? 
A.— It is tempdng to introduce 
year ax^ard major, but the hand is 
not epnte strong enoo^ for a two- 
over one response. You have good 
suKMTt for partner's suit and a 
Hiffing value in so we 

would opt for a raise to two spades. 

Q.4 Neither ndaerable, as South 
you hold: 

9AK7652 <7KlOS v’S 9A106 


North Seat death Wait 
1 0 Paaa 1 9 Paea 
1 NT Paaa ? 

What do you Ud now? 

A.— A M>ade game looks to be yoor 
most secure cantzact and the way to 
get thm is to joiop to four Mtades 
now. Don't bid only three qiades. 
After parbaer^ oae-no-ttutap rdid, 
that action is invitation^ rut 
forcing. 

Q4S-~East-Weat vulnerable, as 
South you hot± 

932 9Q9766 0Q866 9K6 
lie bidd^ has p^roceaded: 

North Soath West 

3 0 Paas ? 

What action do yoo take? 

A. — You can bM that the enemy 
has e laydomi game, possbiy even a 
■taw* Tbetefo^ you should in- 
oease the level of the preempt and 
it's juR a question of how h^ Six 
diamonds is a bit rich— the opppon- 
ents "tight be happy to settle for a 
petwlty double, dor choice would be 
five which leaves West 

5vhh the prcfolem of vdwthv we 
have a go^ hand or are ttying to 
pun a &t one. 

Q.6 -As South, vnhuraUe, yoo 
hold: 

9XJ9543 9102 0AK4 9A10 
Your ri^it-hand opponent opens 
the with one t&amond. 

What actioo do you take? 
A.^Yoo haM a good hand and a 
six-card suit, m neither the 
strength of the hand nortbequaU^ 
of the suit merits fiirtdoubKng and 
thu bidding yoor suiL Overcall one 
Qiade. fr partner cant act, you 
went be misaing game. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Four-bedroom ground floor apartment with 400 
sq.m, garden. JWICO built-in kitchen. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Cali tel. 827537 


McEnroe beats Connors 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — John McEni^ defe- 
ated old rival Jhnmy Connoxs 
6-1, 6-3 Sunday in an emotion- 
al final of an exhibition tourna- 
ment. 

Tempers ran high during the 
match, watched by about 6,000 
tennis fans at the St. Peters- 
burg YuUleiny Sports Com- 
plex. The two Americans, both 
eager to win, freely ottered 
otecenities ater mis^ shots. 

The match crowned a two- 
day champions' challenge 
'event, which brought together 
some of the all-time great ten- 
nis cham^Mis. 

On Saturday, McEnroe de- 
feated Swedish legend Bjorn 


Borg and Connors beat colour- 
ful Romanian Die Nastase. 


Another highlight was Satur- 
day's spectacular and humor- 
ous doubles match, which 
teamed Connors and Borg 
against McEnroe and John 
Lloyd. 

Connors played part of the 
match wearing one shoe, and 
NfeEnroe hit the ball while 
sitting and lying on the court 
and ^ook bands with the ball 
boys. 

The rivals exchanged jokes 
and partners. By the end of the 
match. Connors left his partner 
alone and sat in the middle of 
the court. StiU, he and Borg 
won. 


CAR FOR SALE 
HONDA ACCORD LX 

1990 model, 2 door (coupe), 5 speed; fully equipped, 
according to American specifications. Excellent condition, 
duty is not paid. Asking JD 6500. 

Call after 3:00 p.m. tel. 834234 



JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY 
COMPANY LTD 


AMMAN - THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM 
OF JORDAN 

EXTENSION ANNOUNCEMENT FOR TENDER NO. 1/94 
*nURBINE GAS" 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company Ltd. announces that 
date accepting the prequalification documents and selling 
tender documents is being extended until 26.4.1994. 

Chairman/Board of Directors 


Sampras overcomes ailment, 
Agassi to claim Lipton title 


m 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (R) 
— Pete Sampras, top seed and 
defending tmampion at the 
S3.3 million Lipton Cham- 
pionships. overcame a stomach 
upset to beat Andre Agassi in 
die final and ret^ his crown 
Sunday. 

Sampras, who came close to 
defaulting the match, beat 
Agassi 5-7, 6-3, S-3, col- 
lected the $242,000 winner's 
share. 

Agassi, on the comeback 
trail from injury, earned 
S128.000 as runner-up raised 
his world ranking from 31 to 19 
and boosted his reputation for 
good sportsmanship by not in- 
sisting on a defeult. 

The start of the matdi was 
delayed an hour as Sampras 
stroked to overcame a sto- 
mach ailment, and rumours 
swirled that he would be un- 
able to play. Ac the 1992 U.S. 
Open, Sampras experienced 
similar problems in his semifin- 
al with Jim Courier, but won 
Chat match, too. 

Against Agassi here, Sam- 
pras slowly worked his way 
into the match, ultimately de- 
livering a virtuoso perform- 
ance that included four aces in 
the final game. 

Under the rules, Sampras 
should have been defaulted for 
failing to start the match on 
time but Agassi agreed to wait 
an hour to allow his opponent 
lime to recover. 

The decision may have cost 
Agassi the title, but he said 
afterwards that cancelling the 
match was out of the question. 

"It wasn't too complicated a 


decision.'' Agassi said. "If >’ou 
can't beat the best player in the 
world you don't d^rve ro 
take the trophy. You certainly 
don't deserve it if yra can't 
beat him when he's sick." 

Sampras certainly appreci- 
ated the gesture ^though it 
took him two hours and 14 
minutes to close out the victory 
after a slew of double-faults 
marred his early progress. 

"That showed a lot of class," 
he said of Agassi's dedsion. 
"That’s something TU never 
forget.” 

Sampras has now won four 
titles this year and is unbeaten 
in 12 of hts last 13 finals. He is 
the first flayer to win back-to- 
back titles at the Lipton Cham- 
pionships. 

Agas^ has made an impress- 
ive comeback after a five- 
month layoff and wrist surgery 
in December. He won his first 
tournament back, in Scott- 
sdale. Arizona in February, 
and now has an 11-2 win-loss 
record for the year. 

Agassi began the matdi with 
an ace but it was Sampras, 
although moving in slow mo- 
tion, who made fewer errors to 
lead 5-2. Agassi quickly cut 
that lead as Sampras double- 
faulted on his only set point at 
5-4. Agassi, taking five gi^es 
m a row, won the set 7-5 with a 
backhand stop volley. 

Agassi lost the momentum 
quickly in the second set, drop- 
ping serve in the opening 
game. This time, Sampras held 
on to his lead, as his serve and 
forehand began to find their 
mark, and won the set 6-3, 


breaking serve when Agassi 
volleyed long. 

The two Americans had 
played patchy tennis in the first 
two sets, marked intennit- 
tent aces and double faults, but 
then Sampras raised the level 
of his game. He took a 3-0 lead 
that was never challenged by 
Agassi, then served his ninth 
and tenth aces of the match to 
lead 5-2. 

Agassi refused to go quietly, 
holding serve at love for 5-3 
with two aces of his own, but 
Sampras wasted no time in 
dosing out the victory in the 
next game. 

After three straight aces 
from Sampras, Agassi used a 
forehand return to save one 
match point, but Sampras deli- 
vered his 14th ace to win the 
match 6-3. 

"When I wAc up this morn- 
ing I didn't think I was going 
to be able to play," said Sam- 
pras, who needed intravenous 
treatment. "I had IV’s in me 
from 10:45 to 12:30." 

During the warm-up, the 
thought of not playing was still 
in Sampras's mind. 

"If I played four games and 
couldn't go any longer. T was 
going to quit," Sampras said. 
“1 just told m>*self to hang in 
there and as the match went I 
started to feel a little better." 

Agassi said that the &mpras 
he faced on court was very 
different to the one he visited 
in the doctor’s office prior to 
tiie match. 

"He looked a lot worse then 
than he did in the third set," 
Agassi said. 



Pete Sampras 

Agassi said that Sampras's 
physical condition distracted, 
him at first. 

"I was really delayed in get- 
ting into it and that kind of. 
bothered me." .Agassi said. 
"When at 5-2 1 realised' 
whether he's sick or not. I'm* 
really gening an ass-kidting 
dui there." 


Theban in black becomes 
the man in fuchsia 


DALLAS (R) — Referees, 
traditionally the men in black, 
will wear fiishsia at the Worid 
Qip. 

The Inte rnati onal Football 
Federation (FIFA) and sport- 
swear makers Adi^ unvefled 
the new onifonns for referees 
and linesmen at a senunar for 
match officials last week. 

"We reached a full consen- 
sus that reterees should also be 
adapt^ to our tiroes 3nd our 
times, are. colourful ttmes,*’'Said 
FIFA General Secretary 
Joseph Blatter introducing 
three uniforms in fiishsia, yef 
low and silver. 

The fuchsia and silver uni- 
torms will be the priority ooa, 
with-tbe yellow to be used only 
as a reserve. 

"The man in black will not 
be in black any longer but be 
will still be the man in diarge," 
said Blatter. 

Modelled by slightly- 
embarrassed referees from Ita- 
ly, France and Germany. The 
new look diowed a move away 
from the stern black of the past 
to a bri^ter future. 

Shorts remained traditional- 
ly dark but with coloured pock- 
et inserts to match the wUte- 
coUared shirts. 

Adidas said in a statement 
that the change in style was "in 
keeping with the younger, fit- 
ter and more dynamic image 
projected this year's tourna- 
ment officials.’' 

FIFA, determined to prom- 
ote attai^hg play and improve 
refereeing standards, has intro- 
duced new age limits and fit- 
ness tests for referees and 
linesmen at the Worid Cup. 

The 24-nation tournament 
kicks off in Chicago June 17 
with a match between cham- 
pions Germany and Bolivia. It 
end in a showpiece final at 


Pasadena July 17. 

Last Ihuis^y international 
referees and linesmen hoping 
to make the gr^ for the 1994 
Worid Cup soccer finals were 
put throu^ their paces in the 
Texas beat in a key fitness test. 

"This is certainly a cruda) 
pari in the test of their overall 
abilities," said Andreas Her- 
ren, press officer for FIFA, as 
groups of linesmen, sweating 
heavfiy, ran round a crack. 

Referees 'Wearing numbered 
bibs milled- around the in-field 
at Jesuit College awaiting their 
turn as officia] FIFA timekeep- 
ers made notes and studied lap 
times. 

Heneo said the standards 
laid down were for all to run 50 
metres in 7.5 seconds, 200 
metres in 32 seconds, to repeat 
those . distances in the same 
times and then complete a 12 
minute run covering at least 
2,700 metres with no walking. 

No times made available to 
the media. 
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International Community School 

(The British Curriculum School in Amman) 


The International Community School, in Khilda, requires the 
following staff from September 1994: 

Primary teacher 

Key Stage 2/Junior Co-ordinator 
Part-time Music teacher 

The successful applicants must have lull British, or equiva- 
lent. teaching qualifications; be reflective, caring, highly 
motivated and preferably have working knowledge of the 
National Curriculum. The Junior Co-ordinator should have 
experience of leading & supporting colleagues, interested 
candidates should contact the School Office to arrange a 

Tel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 


Germans fear European 
hooUgan battle at Berlin 


BONN (R) — Berlin soccer 
officials, whose headquariers 
were attacked Monday, said 
they feared a European battle 
between hooligans from four 
countries could mar next 
month's controversial 
Germany-England match in 
the dty. 

Militant opponents of the 
friendly, which is due to take 
dace on the anniversary of 
Hitler's birthday April 20/ 
sma^ed -.windows and threw- 
stink bombs into the Berlin 
Soccer Federation’s office dur- 
ing the ni^t. 

Federation chief Reiner 
Gentz said the attack had 
probably come from left-wing 
groups campaigning against 
the matdi. But he feared a 


battle between hooligans from 
England, Germany. France- 
and the Netherlands at the 
game. "The damage is in 
thousands of marks. We have ' 
to assume that the attack came 
from left-wing groups but the ■ 
police are Iroking into it," 
Gentz said. 

"Security offidais have indi- 
cated to us that hooligans from 
around Europe — England. 

'• France and the Dutch are" 
•;;! planning^ to meet in Berlin and * 
take on ‘the (German) ' right- 
wing extremists around the 
game." 

The match was originally 
moved to Berlin from Ham- - 
bufg because of fears of dashes 
between right and left-wing ex- ' 
cremists. 


AL SAFEER STORES 

Tompting prices in cash 
and easy instalments 



imemafional standards 
American models 


Urn Ai ' 
Summaq ' 
Al Shamair 
Awwad ' 
Al Nueitnat 
Shopping - 
Centre '' 
Tel.: • 

824049 
606486 ■ 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading Jordanian Bank is seeking for .Ambitious, 
self motivated Jordanian employees to join a well 
established team to fulfill the following vacancies: 

1- HEAD OF DEPARTMENTS with minimum 
5 years experience in Marketing or Investment. 

2- MARKETING Investment and Public 
Relations employees with 2 years experience. 

All Applicants should have a Bachelor Degree in 
Marketing, Finance or a related discipline, good 
command of English, can use pc's MBA degree is 
preferable. 

US / UK graduates will be considered regardless 
their experience level. 

All applications should be sent to: 
MARKETING Am INVESTMENT DEPT. 
MANAGER 
P.O.BOX. 715 
Amman 11118 Jordan 
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Qnema Tel.: 634144 

. phuadelphia 

Gnema TcL: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Jean-Claude Van Damme 

Adei Emam in 

CONCORD ‘V 
DEIHOUnON MAN 

A^ 

Y 

KARD TARGET 

Show= I2J0. 3:30, 6:l5. 8J0. 10-J0 

TERRORIST 

Shows: 1U:00. 12:311. 3:0U. .liiiO 6:45. S:.VI. 10;3l) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:1S, 8:30. IC.-^ 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
ACCIDENTAL HERO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:45, 6K», 8:15, 10:15 


\ 
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Tel.: 618274 - 618Z7S 

AMIHOUN THEATRE 


A political comedy 
Fdrbiddon X FdrMIdan 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Mashini Tfmatro 


Watch for the surprise 
The next play.... 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.; 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Since the actors are abroad the theatre 
b closed 

It will re-open on April 6, 1994 for two 
weeks in the last performances of: 

"Arab Sammit Conference” 




8 


s 10 News 


SE' 

salt 

pre 

wi 

fac< 

def 

out 

spr 


me 

Yo 

eoi 

uhi 

Jap 

:4 

ma 

1 


noi 
reh 
prc 
feu 
efii 
to ( 
the 


mir 

Sm 

me 

fen 

in 

5 

froi 

vnil 


cia! 


■\‘o 
thn 
cac 
mis 
dc^ 
1 
ly c 
thn 
nui 
trci 
1 
tn- 
me 


R 

h. 

C 


tr 


a] 


SV. 

EChi 

sed 

the 

Pai 

are 

eon 

I 

Get 

por 

froi 

had 

gro 

and 

rou 

A 

pile 

airc 

tar 

loai 

ti>w 

emc 

1 

thr« 

J^)V 

I 

the 

mir 

to 

}:»l^ 

apf 

U'U 

ihc 


xCil 

fiec 


Th: 

ncj 

of 


mo 

me 

\ 

Khi 

ami 

civi 

of( 

kin 


Me 

Khi 

toe: 

the 

.in\ 

1 

den 

Na:<: 

Cai 

lani 

pro 

I 

un: 

I.VC 

(he 

frot 


^'lC 


COV 

f I 


T 

Pai 

moi 


pui. 

N 

Km 
of^ 
and 
in ' 
\-ca 
"be 
&irc 


Situ 

and 

kmi 

fro i 

rrsi 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 1994 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Armed Forces 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday sent a 
message to CSiairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General 
Abdul Hafez Mirai* congratulating him and the Armed ForcK 
over the 26th anniversary of AI Karameh Battle. King Hussein 
wished the Armed Forces personnel good luck and success in 
xrfonning their duties, imploring God to protea them and to 
grant Jordan viaory. 


Saudis to give Palestinians $20m 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has said it will pay $20 million to 
help Palestinians set up development, health care and social 
facilities in the Israeli occupied territories. The official Saudi 
Press Agency on Sunday night quoted Rnance and Economy 
Minister Mohammad Abal ^ail as saying the payment will be 
made in coordination with the U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA). An UNRWA team is expeaed soon in the 
kingdom to discuss the arrangements. SPA said the S20 million 
was part of Saudi pledges to give Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip $100 million to help them set up a self-rule 
authority. 


‘Iranian plane could have been spying’ 


MOSCOW (R) — An Iranian transport plane which crashed 
in the diluted enclave of Nagomo-Karabakh, idlling all 32 
people aboard, could have been on a spying mission, 
ITAR-TASS news agency quoted Russian military experts as 
saying on Monday. The experts smd no one had answered the 
main question as to why the C-130 Hercules, carrying relatives 
of Iranian embassy staff, left its planned route and flew over 
Karabakh. The plane crashed on Thursday near the Karabakh 
capital Stepanatert. “What was it that made the Iranian pilots, 
who knew it was dangerous to fly at medium altitude above a 
battle^und, head for Stepanaiwn and subsequently for the 
strategfcaily important Lachin corridor?” the agency said. 
TASS also quoted "competent sources” as saying the 19- 
.stxong crew was exceptionally large for a plane that aze. 


Egypt police kill 6 suspects 


ASSIYUT (AP) — Police killed six suspect^ militants in 
troubled Assiyut province Monday in a running battle that 
began with an attack the ni^t before that left four police 
dead. The batdes stepped up the almost daily violence in the 
province that is a stion^oid of radicals trying to tof^le 
Egypt's secular government and impose stria Islamic on 
the country. Security sources said Interior Minister Hassan AI 
Alfi, the country's top policeman, on Monday ordered 3.000 
officers and men from Cairo into Assiyut to take over three of 
its most violence-ridden towns. On Sunday, four policemen 
an6 cm extremist suspe^ were killed in separate conitonca- 
tions in die village of Sidfo, near Abu Tig where Monday's 
incident erupted. Both villages are south of the provincial 
capital, Assiyut. 


Kuwait denies reported Iraqi offer 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait Monday denied that Iraq had 
offered to swap hundreds of Kuwaiti prisoners for 11 Iraqis on 
trial here for allegedly {Acting to kill former Pira^nt George 
Bush. The minisuu' of state for cabinet affairs, Abdul Aziz AI 
Dakheel, told AI Anba daily the reported exchange offer was 
a "manoeuvre ^ Bagdad’s ruling regime” aimed at creating 
confusion. An md&bonfinn^'lus'deni^. "The (prisoners) are 
not up for bar^fns or barter^” Mr. Dakheel told die 
newspaper. "Kuwait conaders them its most important issue 
and will spare to means in securing their return.” 


Bosphorus traffic back to normal 


ISTANBUL (R) — ■ Navigation throu^ Istanbul’s Bosphorus 
waterway returned to normal on Monday, eight days aktr it 
was tfisrupted by a tanker collision and fire, officials s^. 
"The first dl tanker passed through last ni^t,” a pilotage 
lodKKity official said. "As of this morning (Monday), trafk is 
back to normal both ways.” He said 248 ships had transited the 
3D-kiloRietre long strait since it reopened on Friday. 


Rafsanjani calls on exiles to return 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s President Hashemi RaCsanjant, 
fighting an uphill battle with a depressed economy worsened 
by a dearth of exper^. has app^ed to Iranians abroad to 
return home with their stills. In a message on the Iranian new 
year which began Sunday, Mr. Rafsanjani called on his 
oountr>’men absoad to "strengthen their rehittons with home.” 
He said Iranians living outside the country were unaware of 
Iran's political, social and economic strides since the 1979 
Islamic rexxilution. The Islamic Republic News Agency said 
his message expressed hope that Iranians would make their 
judgements abimi Iran ba^ on “more information and will 
volunteer to offer their services at this time of reconstniction.” 


Somali meeting setter today 


NAIROBI (R) — Somali faction leaders will hold their 
delayed public reconciliation meeting on Tuesday — or the 
United Nations will reftise to pay their hotel bills, a U.N. 
spokesman said on Monday. George Bennett, spok^man for 
the U.N. Operation in Somalia (UNOSOM). said the meeting 
would be held on Tuesday anended by rivals Mo hamm ad 
Farah Aideed and self-styled President Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad. "Somali faaion leaders had not reached agreement on 
details of their declaration. That is why there was a delay from 
Sunday.” Mr. Bennett told a news briefing. "If the factions do 
not make their declaration tomorrow, they can be sure the 
U.N. will not fund their stay in Nairobi any longer.” he added. 
The faaions have been meeting for more than a week. Mr. 
Bennett said UNOSOM was paying hotel bills for some 60 of 
the Somali representatives in Nairobi but they did not include 
General Aideed and his delegation which arrived in Nairobi in 
December. 


Harding bodyguard^ 2 others indicted 


PORTLAND (R) — .A grand jury Monday indiaed figure 
skater Tonya Harding's fonner t^yguard and two other men 
op cturges stemming from the Jan 6 attack on her rival Nancy 
Kerrigan. The indiament contends that Harding and her 
former husband Jeff Gillooly, who have pleaded guilty in plea 
bargains, also were involved in the plot to injure Kerrigan and 
knock her out of the U.S. figure skating championships. 


German minister demands expulsion of Kurds 


BONN (R) — German Interior Minister Manfred Kanther on 
Monday urged regional authorities to expel militant Kurds 
who took part in violent demonstratiorts at the weekend in 
support of their homeland's independence horn Turkey. But 
Kurdish groups in Berlin. Nuremberg and Hamburg 
announced further demonstrations on Monday to ke^ up 
their protest against Turkey's use of force against separatists. 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel sent a telegram to Ankara 
asking Turkish authorities to guarantee fteedom of movement 
for observers after a German group trymg to monitor human 
rights in the Kurdish region was detained. The group was 
expeaed back on af:;r har.isscd and detained 

by security forces. EonnV. .‘orjijn said ii had received 

assurances that this would noi happen again. On Sunday, 
some 6.0TO Kurds rampaged through the southern German 
to«7i of Augsburg hurling firebombs and blodcaded a motor- 
way nith buses and fires for nine hours afmr authorities barred 
them ftx»n holding a rally which had been dedared illegal. 


Palestinian activists 


form rights panel 


By Sa*eda KUani 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Fearful of the 
emergence of a repressive 
Palestinian state, a group of 
prominent writers, political 
activists and intellectuals are 
striving to create an ombuds- 
man to ensure the establish- 
ment of a democratic entity. 
Founders of the Palestinian In- 
dependent Commission for 

Gtizens Rights (PKXR) say it 
will be based in Jerus^m. 

"We cannot (sit and wait) 
until a repressive state is estab- 
lished and then start to struggle 
for an independent and demo- 
cratic one.” said Dr. As'ad 
Abdul R^man, tfirector of 
Abdul Hamid Shoman Found- 
ation and a member of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC). "We are motivated by 
our national commitment and 
we hope we will contribute to 
the establishment of the 
Palestinian state on a solid 
foundation of commitment to 
.the principles of human rights, 
basic fteedoms and democra- 


cy. 


The PICCR is striving to aa 
as an ombudsman (diwan 
mathalero: court of grievances) 
in a democratic Palestine state 
and whose capital is Jerusalem, 
Dr. Abdul Rahman said. He 
noted that there were in- 
creased demands to have the 
commission based in Jerusalem 
but Israel is resisting this. He 
said that Jerusalem has always 
been considered as "our capit- 
al and must be thus considaed 
as our base." 

Founders say the commis- 
sion will work to ensure the* 
rale of law. the establishment 
of legal structures, proposing 
and reviewing legislation 
aimed at protecting the 
citizens' basic rights and free- 
doms and monitoring the work 
of the Palestinian national au- 
thority to ensure no abuse of 
authority or misuse of pub^ 
funds. 

"There is a certain kind of 
an entity that is coming to birth 
whether we like it or not,” Dr. 
Abdul Rahman said during a 
seminar Sunday at the Joi^- 
rUan Writers Assodation. 

' The fouling bdaird of com- 
mi^oners'i^ contihne to lead 
the organisation until the 
elected Palestinian le^lative 
council establishes a perma- 
nent board. 

The membership of the 
board of commissioners in- 
clude Dr. Abdul Rahman, Dr. 
Ibrahim Abu Lugbod, Dr. 
Mamdouh AI Aker, Ms. Lamis 
Alami. Dr. Naseer Arari, Dr. 
Hanan Ashrawi, Mr. Fateh 
Asam, Hanan Bakri. 


Mahmoud Darwish. Dr. 
Mohammad Hallaj, Dr. Anis 
Kassim, judn Eugene Cotran, 
lawyer Ali Safarini, Professor 
Inward Said and Dr. lyad 
Samj. 

" Man y of the members are 
very well known among 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and in the diaspora 
for their experience and know- 
ledge as weD as for their views 
residing the Palestinian lead- 
ership. Palestinian peace de- 
legation spokesman Hanan 
Ashrawi ai^ PLO Executive 
member Mahmoud 
Darwish, for example, both 
resided in protest against the 
leadership's policy in the Arab- 
Isiaeti peace talks,” Dr. Abdul 
Rahman pointed onL Most of 
the remaining members are 
prominent professors, writers, 
or lawyers and are known for 
their stands, he said. 

Dr. Abdul Rahman expects 
the commission to have protec- 
tion and support from the 
Palestinian peofte and from 
other human ri^ts organisa- 
tions. The commission also 
seeks to broaden the scope of 
cooperation and coordination 
among all human rights orga- 
nisations and institutions in tiie 
occupied territories, he said. 
The coRunission, which wQl 
have financial and adnunistra- 
tive independence, will only 
accept donations and contribu- 
tions from human ri^ts orga- 
nisations that-are- known ^ 
their solidarity with the Palesti- 
nian per^e. 

The commission will also be 
entrusted with the task of rais- 
in awareness among the pub- 
lic of their rights and duties in 
their future state. Althou^ 
Dr. Abdul Rahman con fir re 
that they will also defend 
Palestinian rights in the di- 
aspora, ffie commission's work 
will be firstly confined to 
Palestinians within the state. 

He said that Ite commission 
strives to be an ombudsman 
vhose task will be focused at 
the prelimmaiy st^e to defend 
the Palestinian dtizens rights 
but is ready to defend Israelis' 
rij^ts at a later stage vriien real 
peace and jnstice prevail. 

“At present they (the 
^iacU^ ard'Sdaaiicm as coif 
blifflist ^ttfeis’,'^ pir. Atid)^ 
Rahman told the Jordan 
Times. "Besides, the commis- 
sion is established on the 
assumption that diey (settlers) 
are no longer there.” 

"But if there were real 
peace, then there would be 
room for cooperation as it 
would be the case in all die 
other domains, economic, poli- 
tical, eto..” Dr. Abdul Rah- 
man said. 


Man confesses to killing boy 


(ContiiHied feora page 1) 


their neighbour and he had 
even volunteered to look for 
the boy when he dis- 


"After learning of my son’s 
death, he came to our house 
to comfort us. He even 
bcou^t some food with him 
and anended the funeral.” 
the grief-stricken mother 
said. 

She said that “Abu Ziad” 
was "the last person any one 
wonld suspea of sudi a 
heinous crime.” 

*T can't believe tiiat a man 
of tab would commii sudi 

a horrible and inhuman 
crime,” said the mother. 

^e said there was no hos- 
tili^ between the two fami- 
lies, ai^ the. suspea always 
treated her diild in a nice 


was arrested and no one 
knows their whereabouts, the 
woman said. 

Brig. Ouran told the press 
conference that police traced 
the child’s movements on' 
that day. and condnded that 
M.A.T. was the main sns- 
pea, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy reported. 

Brig. Ouran said police put 
the su^)ea under surveill- 
ance and discovered that he 
had applied for and received 
a new passport and had 
issued a power of attorney to 
one of his brothers to aa on 
bb behalf in legal matters in 
his absence, meaning he 
planned to travel. 

The man was arrested 
Nfonday, the police officer 
said. "After initial deniab, 
the man confsBcd to the 
crime and also reenacted the 


way. 

"He always asked my son 
to run him some errands,” 
the woman said. "Oniy balf- 
an-bonr before Lo’ai dis- 
appeared, Abu Ziad had 
asl^ him to take out gar- 
bage.” 

The SDspea's femily left 
the ne^bouriiood afttr be 


oime. 

The mother of the child 
said she hoped that the sos- 
pea win be ccmvicted and 
executed. 

"I am not gmng to accept 
any oomprombe and we are 
not lookmg for revenge be- 
cause we believe that the law 
wni take its course," she said. 


Israel and PLO apart 


(CoDtbmed ftx»n page 1) 


dozens of wonhippers at Heb- 
ron's Ibrabimi Mosqne. 

Arafat, in a Belgian 
newspaper interview, urged 
die ra|»d application of a U.N. 
Security Coimcil decision over 
the protection of Palesti nian^ 
in the occupied temiories. 

Mr. Arafet itAd Le Soir the 
Palestinians planned to talk 
whh the United States and 
Russia, co-sponsors of the 
hCddle &tst peace process, 
Europe and others on how to 
put the resolution info ftwee on 
the ground. 

"And the eartier the better,” 
he said. 

He said an international pro- 
tection force had to be negoti- 
ated with Israel. Russia and 
tte U.S. It should be "fi^tly 
armed.” he said. 

Mr. .Arafet had talks with 
Rnsaaa Resident Borb Yelt- 
sin's spe^ representative on 


Sunday. U.S. chief Middle 
East peace negotiator Dennb 
Rose was due in Turns on 
Monday. 

Mr. Arafat also called for 
rapid talks on the future of 
Jewish settlers in die occupied 
territories. 

"... do not let us wait nn- 


necessarily for the start of the 
third year of the process under- 
taken in Wariiington. No one 
seriously thinks ^ Jeuish set- 
tlers wUl leave the ocoqiM 
territories in a week or in a 
month. Thb question must be 
discussed witMUt delay.” 

He said settlm should leave 
foe city centre ^ Hebron. 

"They could be moved to 
Kyriat Arba, foe settlement 
located at foe entry of Hebron. 
An explosion (of violence) 
must be prevented,” he 
Mr. Arafet had summoned 
foe 12 remaining members of 
the Executive Committee to a 
mw^ng io ’Dmb. 



DEUGHT: An Israefi soldier cqjiqrs the way hb coHei ^D es laimdi tear-gas at Mesti n i a ii s protes- 
ters in Bethlehem's Manger Sqnan (AFP photo) 


Security concerns behind ban 
on ‘The Terrorist,’ official says 


By P. V. ^^vduutfDd 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Concerns over 
ex tre mb t reaction had promp- 
ted the authorities to susp^ 
foe screening of an ^^tian 
movie, "The Terrorist,” in Jor^ 
dan and-foe-censorriiip board 
will review foe affeir before 
taking a final' dedsion. In- 
formation Minister Jawad 
Anani said Monday. 

The goveniment-appmnted 
film censorship council 
announced late Su^ay that it 
had ordered a ban on the 
movie, which stars the hi^y 
popular Egyptian aaor Adel 
Imam, on grounds that it was 
incompatible with Jordanian 
censorship regulations. 

The film has come under 
strong critidsm ^ local col- 
umnists. Activists of the 
powerful Muslim Brotherhood 
diarged that it damages the 
image of Islam. 

The film takes a page from 
contemporary events in Egypt, 
which is wracked by militant 
blamiC groups seeking tO bVef- 
foiow foe secular ^emmeiif 
of President Hosm Mubarak 
and install an puritan Islamic 
regime. 

The movie depicts an inno- 
cent and devout Muslim villa- 
ger in Cairo recruited by an 
extrembt group and asked to 
carry out atta<^. The villager, 
pla^ by Imam, believes the 
whole sodety b against Islamic 
teachings and attacks rideo 
shops, tourist buses and a 
jewelry store. 

Escaping from an attack he 
b hit and injured in an aeddent 
involving a car driven by a 
young woman who takes him 
home and nurses him, gradual- 
ly convindng him to reconsider 
his beliefs before he meets bb 
end at foe hands of other mem- 
bers of hb group. 

In essence, it seeks to depia 
militant Islamic leaders as 
opportunists who interpret 
Islamic teachings the way that 
suits them with little regard for 
human life or culture. 


In one scene, foe hero of foe 
movie is shown consuming 
alcohol to escape police snspi- 
dOD that be b a Muslim ex- 
trembt. 

The movie opened in Am- 
man's Plaza theatre and else- 
where in foe Arab World on 
- Maidr 11. A Plaza official said 
the tbratre was told Monday to 
stop screening foe film. 

Dr. Anani said fab dedsion 
to suspend foe screening of foe 
film stemmed nuunly frra con- 
siderations that it could draw 
violent reactions from extrem- 


hin ygft'tf bot dedded against it 
since he felt tiiat *St would not 
be ri^t on my part to do so.” 
"Hie film had a purpose to 
serve in Egypt, ^en the con- 
frontation between the regftne 
and some Islamic groups,” Mr. 
Jaber said. "But it fa^ no 
purpose to serve hr Jordan, 
where foere b no such problem 
and the political system b very 
mudi streamlined.” 


tsts. 

"Hiey have put bombs in 
theatres and we did not want 
that to happen again," Dr. 
Anani tcrid foe Joitian Times, 
referring to two explosions in 
January and February at movie 
booses showing pornographic 
Sms and the discovery of ex- 
plosives in at least two ofoer 
theatres. 

People who saw the movie at 
foe Plaza said theatre securi^ 
was tight and, alfoough there 
was no bo<^ seardi, car- 
vied by ihen Wbie it&t flowed 
ifi siijg the mom t»use. 

Dr. Anani said he was plan- 
ning to see "The Terrorist” for 
himself before reaching a final 
dedsion on foe film. 

Abdul Aziz Jaber, a member 
of foe Islamic Action Front 
(lAF) and aa Amman First 
Distria deputy in the Lower 
House of Parliament, said he 
had locked a verbal protest 
agunst foe movie with the 
head of the Him Censorship 
Coundl, Mohammad Amin , 
who also beads the Press and 
Publications Department of 
the Nfinistry of Information. 

"The film damages foe im- 
age of Islam and Islamic 
teachings,” Mr. Jaber told the 
Jordan Times. "It b far from 
foe realities of Islam and Isla- 
mic prindples and I brought 
thb to foe attention of foe 
authorities.” 

Mr. Jaber said be bad only 
read columns critical of foe 
movie in foe local press and he 
wanted to see foe film for 


A local columnist com- 
mented: !The aim of the 
movie b to damage Egypt's 
Islamic groups by portraying 
its members as drunkaids, 
thieves, traitors and womanis- 
ers." 

Hamzeh Mansour, spokes- 
man for foe lAF bloc in parlia- 
ment, was quoted as by 
the Assodated Press tbat the 
film.. was prodoced upon the 
instigation of a "nei^bouring 
Arab governmesL'' 

Inuon, foe star of the movie, 
has taken a strong stand 
against Muslim extremists in 
Egypt, p^cnlarly tiKir belief 
that oiainstream cinema and 
arts are against 'Ulamic 
teachings. 

Authorities id the north 
Lebanese mvm of Tripoli, a 
stroi^old of that conntiys 
Mnsthn Brotherhood, bann^ 
the movie after a local leader 
ccnnplained that it tarnished 
foe image of Islam. 

Many Jordanians who saw 
foe movie were of foe opinion 
that the movie had neither a 
convincing thane with credi- 
bility nor any artistic value. 

"It b as if the Egyptian 
government itself produced foe 
film with foe sole aim of disae- 
diting and tambhing foe image 
of Islamic groups in foe coun- 
try," said a young Jordanian 
who describe berself as a 
secular Mnslim. 

"It underesti ma tes foe in- 
telligence of viewers,” she 
add^. 

The ban on foe film b also 
applicable to its video cassette 
versions, which have ya to hit 
foe markcL 


Israeli troops kill blind Gazan 


(Contimied firom page 1) 


warned security officiab to be 
on alert from extremist acts by 
Jews at foe mosque, a govern- 
ment source confirmed Mon- 
day. 

The report came in foe third 
week of an independent state 
inquiry into foe massacre and 
foUowi^ testimony from army 
officiab that they were not 
prepared for an aa of terror by 


Ben Ali 


reelected 


(Continued Irimi 1) 


neighbouring Algeria that 
nearly brou^ fiuu&nentalbts 
to power. 

Tunisia's fundamentalist 
movement, AI Nahda, was 
never officially recognised as a 
political party, but fielded 
oominaily independent candi- 
dates udio won 13 per cent of 
foe votes in 1989. AI Nahda 
was outlawed in 1991, and its 
leaders are in jail or exile. 

On Friday, about 100 Tuni- 
sian inteliectnab issued a de& 
laration demanding revision of 
tile eleoion code to encourage 
odieis to run for president. 

A total of 625 candidates 
vied for pailiamentaiy seats, 
thoo^ oniy foe Democratic 
Constitutional Assembly was 
competing in all 144 districts. 
Tne opposition pa.ties failed to 
fonn a common front, and 
experts expeaed foem to post 
few if any outright victones. 

All the Of^MSition parties, as 
well as major trade unions, 
endoised Mr. Ben Ali. 


Jewish settlers even though 
there bad been freqnent 
clashes and constant tension. 

The report, initially pub- 
Ibhed in foe Labour Par^ dai- 
ly Davar, said Mr. Rabin was 
told about tension betwen sa- 
tlm and Arabs in Hebron and 
incidents of acid being poured 
on Mnslim prayer rags in foe. 

A government source who 
demanded anonymity quoted 
Mr. Ratrin as teObig a dosed mee^ 
of niili|^ and secDiiQr ofBdab 
foat they had to take measures 
to preapre for foe possibili^ of 
Jewbh ext r em is t attacks. 

Davar quoted Mr. Rabin as 
saying Jewish extremists 
sought to sabotage foe Toad- 
Palatine Uberation Oigaoba- 
tion (PLO) accord and ntigbt 
choose a religioas site to "rabe 
a religioiis confiicL" 

Despite Mr. RaUn's uipng 
preventative steps, former 
Gen. Mosfae Yaalon, who re- 
tired as army commander in 
foe West Bau fooitly before 


foe massacre, said Monday 
there were no contingency 
plans to deal with the posribil- 
ity of a terror attack carried 
out by Jewish e xtrem ists. 

“S<methuig like fob was not 
C3q)ea^, we do not publish 
instructions and do not outline 
mnarte and reactions regard- 
ing things that are not ex- 
pected." he said. 

Gen. Yaalon also contra- 
(ficted testimony by paramilit- 
aiy border police and a junior 
army officer that foere were 
ord^ forbidding soldiers frxnn 
shooting at Jewbh settlers 
nnda any drcomstances. He 
told foe five-jndge commission 
tint he -would hs^ shm Gold- 
stein to prevent the kiiling of 
Muslim worshippers. 

"During dbtorbances, there 
b a total ban on opening fize 
(on Jews)," be said, but added ' 
“any soldier who sees someone 
carrying out a crime nm^ in, 
teraene to stop jt, ind nding 
with fixe if necessary.” 


Parliament ends session today 


(Coutinoed ftmn page. 1) 


behalf of Iraq. 

During Monday's sesaco, 
the government answered 
several qnestioDS raised by de- 
pnties coneennng services in 
their dbtriets. 

Deputy Abdul Karim Dngh- 
mi said he reserved bb ri^ to 
offidaQy interpeDate the gov- 
ernment conoeniing the l^l- 
ity of lieendng companies 
offering security services. 

Mr. -Dugbmi (Mafraq) 
charged foat such companies 
abuse the amfacKrity gjm to 


them by the Ministiy of Indns- 
uy and Trade in a manner that 
"tfareatens oar secoiity and 
safety” and get paid for it. 

Hie deputy asserted that it 
was no coincidence that hb car 
was damaged and Deputy 
Habasfanefa's was stolen aft^ 
the nro legislators publicly 
entidsed seoirity service com- 
panies. 

The two lawmakers are de- 
manding that licenses bi mfrj ^ 
ibp private security finns be 
withdrawn and government 
topes undertake foe responsi- 
bfliiy of providing seenritv 
ufoerever needed. ^ 


Mdoi 


Suspicious hole 
near U.K. palace 
sparks alert 


LONDON (R) — Anti- 
terrorist officers were called to 
investigate a snspidous hole in 
the ground near Qusen Eli- 
zabeth’s Windsor Castle but 
found no evidence to suggea it 
was a mortar bomb laiindi site, 
British police said Monday. A 
local resident spotted the 30 
inch (76-cm)-d^ hole fiw 
days ago on an island in foe 
River Hiames less than one 
mile (around one km) from foe 
royal palace west of London. 
Hie three foot-square (0.9 
metre-square) hole raised 
police susmdoas because it 
was carefruly dug and about** 
the size to house mortars of the 
vind used in a recent series of 
Irish Republican Army attacks 
on London’s Heathrow Air- 
port. But police said they 
found no evidence of any guer- 
rilla activity. “Nothing was 
found to link thb bole with foe 
IRA or any other terroiia 
group, but in foe current cli- 
mate of attacks on Heathrow 
'.Airport, we cannot take any 
chances," said Inspector Jim 
Jones of the Thames Valley 
Police. "Putting it plainly, we 
do not know if this bole was 
dug deliberately as a ate to fire 
missiles at ^Hfindsor Castle, or 
ndiefoer it was a prank.” A 
spokesman for London's Scot- 
land Yard Police Headquar- 
ters, whidi coordinates anti- 
guerrilla operations, dismissed 
foe tod as "completely uisigni- 
ficant.” 


Woman in military 
sex scandal denies 
she was a spy 


LONDON (R) — A woman 
whose kiss-and-tell revelatiom; 
forced foe reagnation of Bri- 
tain's top military officer de- 
nied foat she was an Iraqi 
agent, saying she was far too 
indisCTeet to be a ^y. Sixty- 
year-old Sir Peter Harding quit 
^ dnef ofethe British defence 
9^ a week- ago when hb 
Spanish-born ex-lover Lady 
Bienvenida Buck told & Sun- 
day newspaper of their re- 
portedly torrid extra-marital 
affair. Lady Buck, foe former 
wife of a Conservative politi- 
cian, gave a second interview 
to the same tabloid, the News 
Of The World, in which she 
lauded off reports she was 
enlisted by a cousin of. Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein to ste^ 
military secrets. "If I am a spy 
then I am a very bad one,” she 
was quoted as saying "I must 
be the first spy so intent on 
secrecy she telb her story to 
foe News Of The World.” 
Lady Buck also went into 
graphic detaib of her love life. 
Saying she conceived Sir Pe- 
ter's baby during raunchy sex 
sessions but had the child 
aborted without telling him she 
was pregnwt. Sir Peter, an 
ex-figbter pilot who b married, 
with four children, quit when- 
newspapers show^ him kis- 
sing Lady Buck, who ^ves her 
age as 32 but has been reported 
to be nearer 37. 


China keeps low 
birth rate in 1993 


BEUING (R) — China held its 
birth rate at 19 per 1,000 last 
year despite a high number of 
womra of child-bearing 
but it must continue stria 
population control policies, its 
top family planning official 
^d. Hie People’s Daily Mon- 
day quoted Peng Peiyun, 
minister of family planning, as 
saying last year's good results 
not cause complacency. 

E^i year die number of new 
tables IS equal to the popula- 
tion of Australia and New^- 
^ pot together," she told a 

foe extrame difficulty of con- 
plMning policies 

Si?™® 

long term,” said Ms. Pena a 

planning laws. 
*«giniiing of 
femilics are 

to two. 
population was 

^ of 

® “0* increase of 13 46 
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